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Baghdad, June 8, 1943. 


No. 334 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject: Future of Iraqi Assyrians Troubling British 
Authorities in Iraq. 


The Honorable , 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to state that various reports 
reaohing the Legution indloate that the British 
authorities in Iraq, both in the Embassy and in the 
armed forces, are considering with perplexity tho 
problem of what to do with the Assyrians of Iraq 
if and when the mass of British troops are withdrawn 
from this area. 


The Department will remember that the Assyrian 
minority of some 40,000 souls have long beon protéges 
of the British Governuent, ever since the end of the 
first World War when the Iraq Levies were organized, 
chiefly from newly inmigrated Assyrian fighting stock, 
as a looal force of mercenaries under British oommand 
and wearing British uniforms to police the Mesopo~ 
tenien mandate. The Assyrians proved themselves to 
bo fine fighting men, amenable to tho discipline of 
the British officers put over them and skilled at 
learning the ways of warfare needed in this terrain. 
They also quioily assumed an arrogance and prosperity 
whioh was galling to the Iraqi Government and people, 
and which finally led up to the tragio Assyrian 
troubles of the early years of Iraqi independence. 


As the Department is aware, various schemes for 
solution of this vexations problem were put forward, 
chiefly in the form of proposing to assist the Assyr=- 
fans to ewigrate en blog to sone selected spot, (Syria, 
Kenya, and the upland plateau of British Guiana were 
anong the places mentioned) where they could be a 
howogeneous group settled in land suitable for their 
agrioultural economy. However, no final solution 
was ever worked out, bothbecause of looal difficulties 
and because of the Assyrian feeling that because of 
their services to the British Government they could 
insist on having the woon itself. There the oase 
rested until Iraqi feelings of antagonism toward the 
Assyrian minority in the country were re-fueled by the 
part which tho Iraq Levies (mostly Assyrian with a 
aiinll number of Kurdish and Arab reoruits) played 
in defending the Royal Air Force depot at Habbaniya 
and fighting the Iraqi Army to defeat in the diffi- 
cult days of May 1941. The resentuent and bitterness 
engendered at that tine by the anti-Iraqi assistance 
of the Assyrians to the British left such a wound 


in Iraqi 


a 


in Iraqi sensibilities that they ure said to feel 
that only extermination of this minority from Iraqi 
soil oan avenge it. 


The Iraq Levies have continued in the past two 
years to take an active part in the work of the 
British troops in maintaining lines of comauni cation 
and local security. Late in the year 1941 Nuri Pasha 
was informed by the British or their intention of 
expanding the Lovies to a strength of 5,000 men, 
and he is reported at thut time to have requested 
that tho Assyrians enlisted be taken from the Assyrian 
Settlenents in Syria (so that they could be officially 
regarded as foreigners, similar in status to the 
Indian troops in Iraq), and to have wished that at 
least §00 of the new men reoruited be Kurds und 
Arabs rather than Assyrians. One informed British 
source in Baghdad ostimates that in Iraq 90% of the 
mile adult Assyrians under 90 years old havo, at 
one tine or another, beun enlisted in the Levies. 


The position at the moment is, then, that the 
Assyrians are very much the cooks-of~the-walk, and 
that the Iraqis - and especially the Iraqi Army - 
are impatiently awaiting the day of retribution on 
the Assyrians for the assistance which they gave 
to the Iraq Army's enemy in 1941. Persons who are 
familiar with conditions in Northern Iraq state that 
in every district the Iraqi officials koep a cureful 
record of exuctly what fumilies have @iven reoruits 
to the Levies. Furthermore, even though the Assyrians 
are brave and vigorous fighters, it is obvious that 
with the Iraqi Army's @quipment being expanded with 
Out-moded tunks and planes from the British, the 
Assyrians would not stand a chance in defending then- 
selves or their homes. If the Assyrians are left 
in Iraq after a British withdrawal, the prospect 
which faces them is therefore one of extermination, 


But what oan be done to save then? Here in 
Iraq they cannot well be Settled, both because to 
settle then as a homogeneous group in any single 
“urea would mean the neoessary ouster of many Kurdish 
and Arab villagers (which would lead to further trouble), 
but also because of the antagonism which the Assyrian 
assistance to the British in 1941 has engendered, 
It is also diffioult to think of transporting a 
Group of 40,000 persons to a new homeland, especially 
when they themselves are so arrogant and demanding. 
Yet the British hore are very conscious of the British 
oblications toward then. 


The Anbassador hinself is reported to be very 
sentinental with regard to Assyrian claims on the 
British. For example, when the subsoriptions for 
the Viotory Fund for British tar Charities was openod 
in Iraq, an Assyrian girl sent four eggs as her con- 
tribution, her "widow's mite". The Ambassador was 
so touched that he arranged for her future eduoation 
at British expense. 


The Legation has received no indication of what 
plans, if any, the British here are making for the 
Assyrians. Nevertheless, it believes that the Depart- 
ment will be interested to know that the problem exists, 


that it 


-} 


that it is considered immediate and urgent, and that 
the alternative to re-settlement abroad for the Assyr-~ 
ians seems to be eventunl extermination at the hands 
of the Iraq Arny. 


Respeotfully yours, . 
Thonas M. Wilson 
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Baghdad, June 15, 1943. 
No. 343 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Subjeot: R.A.¥F. Investigating Possible Settloment 
Area in Syria for Iraqi Assyrians. 


The Honorable 
The Seorstary of State 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Legation's 
despatoh no. 334 of June 8, 1943, regarding British 
official concern over the future of the Iraqi Assyr- 
4an community, and to state that the Legation is 
informed by a reliable source that Air Vioe Marshal 
Champion de CRESPIGNY, Air Officer Commanding, Royal 
Air Force, in this area has visited during the past 
week north-western Iraq and north-eastern Syria to 
investigate possible settlement areas for a mass 
emigration of the Iraqi Assyrians into Syria. 


It is understood that the Air Vice Marshal 
was favorably impressed with land in the Khabur River 
Valley, north-east of Deir-Ez~-Zor, where some Assyrians 
are already settled. It will be reoalled that it 
was to this srea that the 1ll-fated Assyrian emigrants 
of 1933 were going when the Frenoh authorities turned 
them baok. The country is reported to be well-watored 
and fertile, and oapable of supporting a much larger 
population than are at present there. 


Sinoe the Iraq Levies, in which the Assyrians 
form the large majority, aro a unit of the Royal Air 
Force in this area, it is natural that the Air Officer 
Commanding should be the man to be the most imnediatoly 
concerned with the future of Iraq's Assyrians. The 
Air Vice Marshal is reported to have disoussed the 
proposal of settlement in the Khabur Valley with 
various Assyrian leaders who asserted that their 
people oould not go to the Khabur Valley with any 
hope of permanent and safe settlement as long as the 
Frenoh controlled Syria. They were, of course, 
thinking of their experience in 1933 when they were 
disarmed and sent back across the Iraqi border by 
the French authorities. The Air Vice Narshal is 
said to have replied to them that Frenoh control 
of Syria might soon be a thing of the past. 


Respectfully yours, 


Thomas M. Wilson 


File no. 800 
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To the Department in original and heotograph. 
Copy to: American Legation, Danasous. 


Baghdad, February 17, 1943 


STRICTLY CONPIDENTIAL 


No. 188 


Subject: Recent Developments in Connection with Kurdish 
Nationslist aspirations. 


The Honorable 
The Seoratary of State, 
“aphington, D, C, 


Sir: 


I have the honor to rofer to the Legstion's dasputoh 
no. 1939 of June 3, 1942, forwarding a British intelli- 
gence report on the racont history of Kurdish nationalist 
wotivity und to report that on ¥ebruary 3, 1943, five 
Kurds were arrested ut Mrbil, Iraq, for spreading Kurdish 
nationalist propaganda, Anong the prisoners was one 
Awni Yusef, a young Judge who wag visiting the province | 
whence he had euriier been banished for similar activity. 

He is a popular figure with the younger xXurds of the olty, : ! 


bond ranging from I.D.100 to I.D.200 (about $400 to 


Uninportant in itself, the inofdent is interesting 
because of developnents here in the past year in connection 
with Kurdish notLonalist aspirations. A well-informed 
British souroe et Baghdad pute the Kurdish population of | 


related folk-groups like the Bakhtlaris and the Lurs) in 
neighboring Iran, and there are also Kurdish minorities 
in Turkey and Syria. ‘The Kurds of Iraq represent nearly 
20% of the total population of the country, which this 
source sets at 4,000, 000-4, 500,000. 


Ag oompared with the Arabs af Iraq, the Kurdish 
tribesmen have experienced more of the hardships than the 
profits of the vregence of Allied Foroes in Iraq. <A harsh 
winter in 1941-42, together with lack of rain in 1942, 
nade their orops poor in quality and soanty. Luokily for 
them, they inoreased their Sereal orop this past year at 
the expense of their tobacco acreage, for the Government 
monopoly price for tobacco this year has not been raised 
commensurately with the ereatly increased cost of living. 


Revertholess, 


~~ = 


Nevertheless, misery enc starvation, never far away, have 
entered many Kurdish settlements this year. 


Acoording to the above-oited British source at Baghdad, 
the Kurds expected sone reward for their good behavior during 
the Rashid Ali AL-QAILANI disturbances of Mey, 1941, end their 
friendly attitude toward the British Forces. hile the 
Kurdish ieaders spprecinte Britain's need for maintaining a 
poliey of close association with the Arabs, they have felt 
that a limited ocuiturai autonomy might have been effected 
in May, 1941, within the bounds of the Iraqi Constitution. . 
They hoped, for example, thet Kurdish local offiolals night 
be appointed in Kurdish distriots and that the teaching of i 
Kurdish in the primary and secondary schools would be per- 
mitted by the Ministry of Rducution. Neither of these hopes f 
has been realized. bos 


Insteud of concessions to the Kurds, the past nonths 
have been witness to a revival of Baghdad's interest in 
Pan-Arabiam, and the Iraqi deoleration of war upon the Axis 
powers, in strengthening the Iraqi Governaent's position, is 
felt by the Kurds to be a blow at nationalist minority as- , 
pirations. The resultant tightening of Anglo-Iraqi ties i 
makes it diffioult to press Kurdish desires upon tho 
attention of the Covorment at Bughdad, and the Arub rulers 
of Iraq, sitting at the Peace Conference es reprosentutives 
of one of the United Notions, will be able to oppose vi gor- 
ously and effectively any suggostion of urdish autonony,. 
The inoreaaed anti-clonist reeling which has parmlleled 
the flaming up of the Pan-Arab sentinent ulso bodes {11 for 
the treatnent of all minorities within the country, iurd, 
Assyrian, Iranian, and Yezidi as well an Jew. 


The Xurds are reported to feel that the British Ag- 
visers to the Iraqi Government, except for Major C. J. 
Rdamonds, the Adviser handling tribal offairs in the ‘Ministry 
of the Interior, are uniformly ignorent of tha nerits of the 4 
Kurdi ah desires and unsymputhetio to their aspirations. 
The observer whose opinion is baing given states that the 
Kurds feel that they are poorly ropresen ed and 41] under- 
stood at Baghdad, where their ohief notnbles in the Govern- 
ment are Daud AL-HAIDERI PASA, the Minister of Justioe, an 
and two nembers of the great Kurdish faally of Baban, Jamal 
(a former Minister) and Ahmad Hukhtar, the present Minister 
of Communications and ‘orks. The latter cannot oven spoak 
Kurdish. All three men, this observer feels, are more proe i 
British then pro-Kurd in their attitude, and all of them have 
too muoh stake in the present political life of Bughdad to 
hazard vigorous leadership of x movement for Kurdish autonony 
under Which they might find themselves relegated to a minor 
place. 


In a recent talk with an officer of the Legation, 
Neud Al-Halderi Yasha gave expression to his ideas on Kurdish 
nationalism. He himself was brought up in Istanbul as the 
son of the Sheikh ul-Islam of the day, and, after training 
at the Turkish Military Academy, he served through four 
years of the Tirst World ifar ua aide de Samp of Mustapha 
Kemal Pasha. His primary langusge fs ub rather than 
Kurdish, and he talks end agts like a cultivated Turkish 
gontlenan of the Ottoman school. However, on the political 
scene in Baghdad, Naud Pasha is one of the leading Kurdish 
figures, and he professes to feel strongly the Kurdish 
blood within hin. 


Daud Pasha 


ae: ae 


Daud Pouhe feels thet Xurdish nutionalist uaplrations 
shouid be directed toward ottaining en outonony within the 
Irogd state on the order of that of Scotland within the United 
Kingdom. He believes thut Iraq1 Kurdistan should inoLude 
all of the former vilayet of Mosul with the exception of 
the Arab city of “‘osul and the Turkoman district of Kirkuk. 
aA Miniater for curdish Interests should be named to the 
Cabinet (inateed of the present prectioe of inoluding sone 
politicians - like Daud = of Hurdish blood in the Cubinet us 
Iraqi Ministers), and Kurdish should be sade the official 
language of the autonomous Kurdistan. Aooording to Daud 
Fasha, the erent of & kind of Home Rule to <urdistan would 
coinoide with » very necessary deaontralizotion of ad- 
ministration in the rest of iraq in which Baghd:.d would 
no longer receive 411 the uttention end 411 the favors 
of the Governmant. 


Neud Pasha’a conpleints uratnst the Areb Sovernnent 
at Baghdad ave thet it has not allotted to the Kurdish aress 
their proportionste share of state expenditures on roads, 
{rrigution, health, publio works und educution, thst 1t hes 
not sant Kurdish we well es Arab youths abroad to atudy at 
Government expense, «en. that it has ignored tha fact thet a 
large share of ite revenue vones from the ofl produation of 
the Murcish diatrlotsa. Me feels thet the Kurda should have 
equal rights and guual cdventeges with tho apabe. "after 
all," he said, “we Kurds are Aryans end better mon than these 
Senitio Arubs." 


“4th refyrence to ths question of un Ladepandent Kurdish 
state 68 opposed to 4n sutonomous Kurdistan within the Iraqi 
State, Daud balioves thnt Turkey would go to war to pravent 
{tea orestion. sccording to his (probebly sonsiderubly ax~ 
ogrerated) figures, thera sre 1,000,000 Kurds in iraq, 2,500, 900 
4n Iren, 7,000,000 in Turkey, 750,000 in Qussia and some 
500,000 in Syriu, making w totes of 11,750,000 in this arau. 
ile sees three possibilities for the Iraqi xurds ut the end of 
the war: (2) If they ure ropresented at the Peace Con- 
ference, and uttein their goal of self-dotermination as thoy 
believe they seo it pronised in the staantio Charter end the 
Deolnrution of the United Nations, then thoy nay &ohleve the 
autonomy within Iraq wich they need; (2) If they do not gain 
that autonomy, they wili rise in revolt and seek 4noorporation 
of their land in Vurkey, where they ure assured of fair 
treatment as Turkish citizens 1f not as Kurds; or (3), they 
may bacome part of a Kurdish Soviet Republic, stretohing from 
she Caspiun to the Syrian desert. He fecla thet his people, 
being an agricultural people of small landholdings, are 
purticulorly susceptible to Russian Communist proselytizaution, 
und thas their experience with the Russian forces of ocou- 
pation in Iran has nade the Russians alreedy popular with 
them. 


Sone speoulution wus nroused in Baghdad end among, the 
“urds et the purpose of the sotion iest Fell of the British 
Smbassy Publio Relations Office in setting up in the main 
square of Suioinaniye, one of the chief Kurdish olties in 
Iraq, @ publio ndéress loudspeaker over which news bulletins 
in the Kurdish langusge end Kurdish music end recitsetions are 
regularly given. The british Ministry of “ur Infornsa tion 
hos also sone ear net bee Rove bah ion ue by Sih 
casting regulerly in Kurdish from the 3 Aliejdna radio 
station, stich is locuted ut Jaffa, Poleatine, and which is 
so powerful a transmitter that it aan be better heard in 


the 


~ kh a» 


the northern liwes then the snall Narhdad station, which elso 
broudeouts for telf an hour a dey in xXurdish. The Jaffa 
brosdoasts and the public nddraas loudspeaker's prograns 

have both beon received enthusiastically by the Kurda, who 
rend into tholy appssrance an effort by tho British Govorn- 
mant to show its interest in them. Needless to say, the 
‘reba living in Kurdish areas have not rasponéded with equal 
enthurieam,. 


Lut November the Legation heard that one of the 
Purposes Of o recently founded "Nationnl Turkish SooLaty", 
organized by Mulia dha (or Riza), a religious notable of 
Kirkuk, vo to counter my move for Kurdish Independence. 

It woe reported thst the Turkish and Iraqi Goverrmments were 
beliaved to be landing seorot support to the organization, 
which acquired over one hundred members - Arab, Turkish and 
Turkonan Iraqio = in the first month of its first inception. 
Later tho Society spread its activities to Khaniqin ond other 
Turkonan conterg. 


The xurds of Ir q have clone ties with the Kurds in 
fran; 4n faot, sone of the tribes ns the tiiran, aprenad 
through Syria, iraq and Iron. Gthorr nigrete from one 
country te eather, in their seanonel troke neoking fresh 
pasture inndys. Ine of the lettar tribes, the fst, to sala 
to have returned from Fram to ita wintor arama Gonde in 
Iraq early last snugust Instead of at whe end of ceptenber, 
C8 wes uxvel in the vast, boenuge of ill~treatuant, not only 
st the hends cf the Lranian Cover-nent officials but also 
at the hends of their om Kurdish kingmen, who oppraasad 
them with exorbitant demands for high erazing fsaes. 


Reports renohing Baghind Prom L-aninn Kurdiatan indi- 
cate thet the country 4s fairly quiet now after conyidorable 
votinity among the tribsa wll Sinner. ‘The British Conaul 
Conoral eb “nbris is quoted os neving told big Government 
thut the Rassian poiley hus “Ooantly oseillated between 
dneitament end reprassion of the Kurca. Parly lest sumer, 
when thy Turis seened threstening, the Russian endeavor wag 
to strengthen their own mnilitury nosition on the Turkioh 
frontior unc ta keap the Irendens week by neking such of : 
the Kurds. Latterly, however, the kusofang sxem to heve Lolt ; 
the neconsity or keepine dow <urdish hubris in reletion | 
to the Lentons and of quelling inter-tribry foudo, but 
they try te de this without losing Kurdish friendship. The 
Sucoes:: OF thelr eftorts in Tueationable, the Consul General 
Felt. Tho Yussians are reported to have tulken advantage of 
Go sunmer g:thering of #& numbor or inportant Kurdish chiefs 
of ian to dmpreas them with the Russlan determinution that 
talk of « Kurdish rapublio and moves fostoring rebellions 
of Kurdish tribesmen against the Tranian Government must not 
put in hazard the socurity of Nusso-British lines of co rimun- 
luction, The rooent Russian military sucosyses have ante 
urally strengthened thoir hand und sade disolLpline ensier to 
enforoae. 


It iu the Legution's opinion that while the war lasts, 
the Kurda of Iruq osn hope only for vury minor conoassious 
frou the Baghdad Governnant. They havo ct present no 
lenders who saem randy und able to lewd their people in a 
succassful otruggle for autonony within the Iraqi State or 
for independones. Tho farwent or nationulisn is strong 
within them; the talk of fighting for srab unity is ejually 


arficucioug 


he 


effieecioug in inspiring the younger iurds to tuke up the 
banner of Kurdish unity and autonomy. ut the Kurcs 
tienselves are disunited und sv upperently ineapable of 
communal «ection that their prospects for the future soen 

dim und less than hopeful. ‘here is even a split between 
generetions, the older «urde wishing to carry on the anolent 
ritusl of inter-tribsl politics while the younger nen 

ure more ewure of being Kurds than tribesmen ond pin their 
hores on realization of “Nurdish unity und self-determination. 
A strong leeder of charecter similcr to ateturk, might 
porsibly ba wble to sske « unified nation of them, but aven 
he would nee’ vizvorous ou-nide support, either British 

or Russian, end would probabiy face en invading Turkish 

ormy before he got his state set up. A Kurdish State may 
energe from the postewar re-shuffle of frontiers and 
peoples, but :t the moment it seons to be little nore 

than « wild drasm of the younger urdish enthusiasts. 


Pespectfully yours, 


T. sie rhlson 
Filo No. 800 
REG sraph 
Copies to: 


Amneritesn “nbasay, ankora. 
Amerieann Lemation, Taheren. 


To the Nesartuent in Original end Neotograuph. 


Baghdad, July 23, 1943. 


Strictly Confidential 


Subject: Difficult Economic Situation in That Part 
of Kurdistan Along Iraqi-Persian Frontier. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 


Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Legation's 
despatches no. 1939 of June 3, 1942, regarding Kurdish 
nationalism, and no. 188 of February 17, 1943, regard- 
ing revived Xurdish nationalist activity, and to for- 
ward as an enclosure herewith the text of a review 
of the econonio situation in the frontier districts 
of Kurdistan in May and June 1943. The reviow was made 
up by the Combined Intelligence Centre Iraq from the 
reports of two British political inteiligence officers 
who recently toured the Kurdish frontier country. The 
"Government" referred to is the Iraqi Government at 
Baghdad. 


In view of the serious plight of the Kurds of 
Northern Iraq, as pictured in this review, it is not 
difficult to understand why the three German para- 
ohutists and their Iraqi comrade, who were dropped in 
Kurdistan on the night of June 16-17 (See this Legation's 
despatch no. 370 of July 9, 1943) were dressed as Kurds, 
intending to work among the Kurdish nationalists, who 
should prove to be easy subjects for persuasion to assist 
in sabotage and other anti-Government acts. 


Respectfully yours, 
be 
Daniel Gaudin, jr. 
Chargé d'Affaires ad interin 


File No. 800 
RBG :mph 


Enolosure: 
Review of Economic Situation in Kurdistan. 
Copy to: 


Anerican Legation, Tehran. 


Enclosure to Legation's despatch No. 382 of July 23, 1943. 


A_ Review of the Reononic Situation in the Frontier Districts 
aon an the Frontier Districts 
of Kurdistan, Hay - June 1943 


Sei 2g Two officers have recently made independent tours 

of the outlying districts in Kurdistan on the Iraqi - Persian 
frontier. A sketch map of their Journeys is given at Appendix 
“B". In their reports they stress the bad economic situation, 
both past and present, and are not optimistic regarding the 
future. 


26 Last winter was disastrous for the villagers and nany 
people died of stervation. Sone idea of their sufferings may 
be gained when it ig realised that even under normal conditions 
there are several permanent factors which nilitate against a 
State of well-being and the poor find it extrenely difficult 

to eke out an adequate existence. iiot the least of these 
factors are:- 


(a) A feudal and non-progressive system of rule under 
the Aghas (local chiefs). 


(b) The gross mismanagenent by the Government of the 
tobacco control. 


(0) Poor means of conmunication. 
Their plight last winter was further aggravated by the effects of: 


(d) <An exceptionally cold winter in 1941-42 which caused 
the death of a large number of livestock. 


(e) Considerable danage to the 1942 grain crop in this 
region by the Sunn pest. 


(f) The inadequate provision by the Government of erain 
to see the populace through the winter. 


(e) The sale, during the winter of 1942-43, of further 
lurge numbers of livestock in order to purchase at 
exorbitant prices what little grain was on sale on 
the free market. 


(h) The progressive decline in the quantity of motor 
transport evailable in the region. 


Agriculture. 


3. The main characteristic of this fertile region is 
that it is not self-sufficient in foodstuffs and relies on 
the sale of the main crop, tobacco, for the purchase of 
Staples. ‘wheat and barley are grown in snall quantities as 
is rice, which, though fairly plentiful, is of secondary 
importance in this bread-eating community. The spring has 
been mild and autumn sown crops are reported to be excellent 
but these are offset to a great extent by reduced sowings. 
During the winter, grain was needed much more for maintenance 
than as capital to be held for future needs. It is estinated 
that only about half the population is in a position to nake 
adequate provision for food supplies, the other half, whose 
condition is said to range from extreme poverty to complete 
destitution, is dependent on such measures as the Government 
may put into force. Last year's efforts give no grounds for 
optimism in this respect. 


Tobacco. 


he In normal times the livelihood of the region 
depends largely on tobacco cultivation, the disposal of which 
is under Government control. For the cultivator, disposal 
of the crop is just as inportant us the growing for, if he 
cannot dispose of it at a reasonable price and receive 
payment before winter the result is Just as bad as a fail- 
ure of the crop. In the past there has been lack of trans- 
port and storage fucilities and the Government, through 
sheer inefficiency ond corruption, delayed payment. From 
CHOARTA, for example, it ig reported that assessment 

and payment of last year's crop is still unfinished. To 

be of any use assessnent and payment of the crop should be 
completed by October at the latest to enable the culti- 
vator to purchase his needs of erain and other necessities 
before winter sets in and movenent is made difficult through 
snow closing the roads. All too often late payment means 

a great reduction in purchasing power owing to the season- 
al rise in prices. 


5a This yeer's crop has not yet been planted out 
SO any estimate is at present impossible. It seems likely, 
however, that it will be seriously affected by a pest 
Known as the "cat worm", which attacks the Seedlings and 
destroys the root. It hag already made its appearance in 
several places in the SULADMANTA liwa,. 


PARAPHRASE 


TELEGRAM SENT 


To: Secretary of State Date: November 20, 8 np. m. 
Washington, D. C, 
No.: 447 
Code: Confidential Charged to: Contingent 


11142 


Reference Legation's telegram no. 446 of November 
20, 1943. 


During conversétions which I had with the Acting 
Regent, Prime Minister, anda Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in connection with the presentation of my 
letters of credence, they individually raised the problem 
of the Lebanon. To the first two I repled as instructed 
in the Department's telegram no. 220 of November 18, 
2p.m. I outlined the American attitude as set 
forth in that same telegram to the Foreign Minister, 


All three were highly gratified at the pronpt 
action which has been taken by us and they expressed a 
the hope that America would not cease pressing the ee 
French Committee until it takes the steps which we 1 
have told it we expect. 


Nuri Pasha was especially grateful. In confidence 
he stated that it was his hope that the U.S, government 
would continue to be active and would not leave further ioe 
initiative entirely to the British. He was convinced x 


of the sincerity of the British desire to see the am 
complete independence of the Lebanon established, at 
but was afraid that their own mandate in Palestine * 


handicapped them in dealing with the Situation. 

Should the British put pressure on the French to 
abandon their pretensions to a preferred position 

in the Lebanon as well as to abandon their mandate 
there, the French might well insist that the speéial 
position of the British in Palestine be likewise 

given up. The danger-therefore existed that unzess 
the American Government continued to be active in 

the negotiations between the French and the Lebanese, 
they might bog down and in time result in some sort 
of an arrangement of "appeasement" which the British 
would not feel in a position to re ject, no matter how 
much they did not like it. This appeasement arrangement 
would mean that for the time being, at least, that the 
Arab dreams of real freedom and an opportunity to 
assume the place in the post-war world to which the 
Arab peoples feel they are entitled, due to their 


wpa 


recent political development and ancient glories, 
would be rudely shattered. 


It was upon the United States the Arab hopes 
for the future were primarily pinned. The failure 
of the United States to insist that the principles 
of the Atlantic Charter and the United Nations dec~ 
laration be lived up to by those signing or adheting 
to those documents would only serve to demoralize 
the Near Eastern peoples, 


Repeated to Beirut and Cairo. 


Henderson 
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NOTE: The above telegram was repeated to Cairo and 


Beirut as this Legation's telegram of November 
20,9 dp. m. DCB 


Be gehdad, Decerber 1, 1943. 
strictiy Confidential 
ar ceermenemeremenantedl teat eee teem eben nny : 
No. 22 ; 


oubfect: Xurdish Nationulist Students Fresent Petition 
Asking Aneriesn Heip to Reulize en Independent 
Kurdisten,. 


The Yonoruble 
‘the Secretary of stute, 
fashington, ). C, 


Gir: 


Ihave the honor to report thet three iturdigh 
Students of the Bughdnd Luw Cozsere ni peared at the Le- 
cution yesterduy to present on behaif of the aurdish 
vecrat Society s petition : sking thet the United Stutes 
help to create in the post-war world u SOverelen Kurdish 
Stute in the present “urdish oreas of Iran, Trag, Turley 
end Syrin. T enclose herewith « brief nenorundun by ' 
Third Seeretery Richard i, Gnrde, who received the : 
students, together with the texts of their petition é 
end of » memorandum which was subnitted ot the sane 
tine. ‘the panvhiet in Nurdish about the Kurds and 
tracings of the hup or Kurdistan, as nentioned in the 
petition, ere ulso enc.osed. Concerning this natter 
reference is made to the Lesution's despetch no. 188 
of Yebruurv i7, 1943, regerding recent deveiopients in 
connection with Kurdish notionalist isplrutions, und to 
desputch no. 382 of Tusv 23, 1943, rogerding the dirfi- i 
cult econonic situation in thet part of urdistan utong a 
the Iraqi-Persien frontier. | 


The Yepurtment'g rttention ig esnecinily directed 
to the fect thut the Legation agreed to the request : { 
oY the students that no word of their netion in pre- 
senting this petition would be communicuted to the so 
British or local authorities. Little coment need be 
devoted to the Petition, which Speaks for itself. tt 
Wiid be noted that the bound: ries of netionsl Kurdis- 
tun - or of the ‘urdish Stiete desired bv the petitioners - 
enbrsece 2 considerably grin ler rea than the Kurdistan 
Outdinad on the enclosed nup. The astinutes of the 
nunber of ‘urds diving in frac, Turkey, Syria, und Tran 
ure considerably larger than those to be round in the 
usubL treatises on the subject. 


During the pest sunner Sone activity on the part 
of the Nurdisgh notionalists os 3rghdud took plece. The 
medi Irtiest (uvoiution Ciub), known in Kurdish as the 
Yani-i-Serkawtin, a Kurdish nationalist orgunication, 
wus said to be fiourishing ‘ith a Nenbership nade up 
MOStiy of ‘turds froma southern Kurdistan, Centering about 
Suicimanive. It is of interast that the three students 


who/ : 


who presented the petition et the weittetion vere Tron 
three different Cities - Kirkuk, as hal po énd Guseinun- 
ivra, ond one bor: the nene of the prest Tur tribe. 


In the post weel: the Leretion hag heard that 
“elarut Chivuwuk, 2 Kurdish Judge in the Iruoi civil 
courts, is Sponsoring a nove to estubsish st Brehdaud = 
with Governnent Senction = e Kurdish Ciub which wiil 
conbine the functions of 4g elub, restaurant, ond hone 
Tor Murdigsh students in the city. It is Stated that 
I.D.7500 (about 330,000) has ulreidy been raiged for the 
purpose, end thet the Governnent'g Pernission to Open 
the ciub hus been reouested. It is Suggested that it 
be culled the Saluheddin AzmAyoubs Ciub, naned for 
Saladin, the funoug Kurdish opponent of the Crusaders. 
The Deprrtuent vil recusl thot last Spring, ut the tine 
when the Van arab enthusiosts vere tediking of Opening 
6n Arab Union Club -t¢ 3ughdad, the Legstion reported 
thet the “urds in the city had asked permission for a 
“urdish Ciub, and the Necessity of refusing such Pernission 
was One of the reasong why the Governnent lat the idea 
of an Arab Union Ciub drop, 


It wiil bea recalled thet Nurt Pasha, the Prine 
Minister of Iran, during one of hig conversvtions with 
ne incidentui to ny presentution of letters of credence, 
Stated thet his hesitation in upreeing to exchange dip-~ 
lonstic representetives with the Soviet Union was due in 
pert to unsubstuntiuted reports to the errect thet 
Soviet agents had been stirring up the Nationulist ase 
pirations of the Kurds. He edded thut there could be 
no doubt thet the Kurd Nationalists felt that they had 
Soviet backing. The Tavoruble mention of the Soviet 


Union set forth in the nenorandum ig interesting in the 
lieht of his renurks, 


Respectfusiy yours, 


Pie he Loy J. Henderson 
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"nciosures: 


+ Menorandun prepered by Third “ecretary Gnude. 

2. Cormaunicution eddressed to lip, Henderson by 
Kurdish Hociety. 

3. "Menorandun on the Kurdish uestion", 

4. Map of Kurdistan, in triplicate. 


™elosure no. 1 

to despatch no, 22 
of Decenb-r i, 1943 
fron the Anerican 
Legation, Bagshdud. 


PPO? ANDUM 
ae 


Subject: “urdish Nationalisn. 


3y: Richard . Gnade. 


Three Kurdigh Stud :nus of the Beghdad Law Coilege - 
Kake Hanid, Jelal Jar end Rashid Bajelan ~ acupesred 
at the office this norning to leave for the lfinister 
& nenorendun on Kurdish Nationalism. ‘hey cloined to 
be representatives of the Kurdish Secret Soelet, and 
Suid that they wished to leave the nenorandum - toe 
rather with a nap OY Kurdistan and a Puriphlet in iurd- 
ish ;: bout the “urds = for the ‘inister in the hope thet 
if he found it interesting, he would pess it on to the 
Jnited States Govermiant. They wiso said that, if he 
wished, thev couid arrange for the heed of thet 
“Oclaty to call upon hin, 


“hoy asked that the Legu.ion refrain fron telling 
the British outhorities of their Visit, und I agreed 
to this. TI told then that the Leg:tion was only the 
Cves und eurs of the United Stutes Governnent at 
Bughdad, und that it hud no desire to mix into internul 
arfuirs of the Traqi stete. They nust therefore under- 
stand, I said, that acceptance of this communication 
Yor the Minister was no oxpression of the wegutionts 


opinion on the merits or the cause they were Supporte- 
ing. 


R.u.G. 


Bughdud, November 30, 1943. 


Eneiogure no. 2 to 
despetch no. 22 of 
Decenber i, 1943, 
from the smerican 
Legation, Baghdad, 


FF. HE. tir. au. Henderson, 
“he United States american Minister, 
Bughdud. 


The xurdish Youth of Trey present their conpliment 
to your “xcellency end heve the honour of submitting tlis 
note with sons anp.ifyvying docunents concerning the Kurd- 
Ash Nution, requesting that they will kindly find their 
wat throurh your good offices to the Government of the 
TJnited Stetes of America. The staten-nts contrined in 
this note have eslready been nede verbaily end in writ- 
ang to Mr. Jandell /ilkie on his recent visit to the 
sfiddle “ast, und we intend hereby to set forth before 
z70u Our hopes end uspirations which oniy the the United 
ifations, fighting for the “Four Treedoms" enunciated by 
zrour rprect President und have decisred thair noble ains 
inthe “Atluntic Charter," can heip und act to muke true. 


At the end of the First Grest jer, the peoples of 
the Wast in genersil, end the peoples of the Near and 
TTdddle #est in purticular, rose fron their centuries old 
Aethargy to find thenselves wallowing in ignorsence end 
stunbiing in backvurdness, und to rind their way out to 
Liberty ond nationhood. One and #411 begun to cluim their 
xsight to freedom unc independence in the light of Presi- 
Gent Yilson's Fourteen voints. But due to the policy of 
Zsoletion adopted by the United Stutes at the tine some 
netions failed in the fuifidlment of their uins. ‘This 
faliure has brought in, eversince, #vrest suffering and 
trouble. ‘The policy of isolution zvuve wuy to sone Stutes 
to interfere in the cffuirs of other nations as their 
selfish interest may dictate. 


Anonr these victins was the «urdish Nation whose 
territor:’ was divided up und recuisitioned by rour 
countries, nenediy, Iran, Ireo, Syrie ond Turkey. ‘when 
and after its eppeuils and protests were in vain and when 
@ail] peaceful mothods failed to vein their legitimate 
cinins, this nstion took to urns and revolted. Thus 
there came sbout the Dursin revolt (in Turkey) after the 
Feace Conference; Ismail Arhs AL-Shakaki'ts revolt in 
292° (in Iran); Sheikh Said's revolt of Diar Baker in 
4926, which h-d salnost put an end to the Turkish Kemelish 
Flepubiic had it not been for the French interference 
earbinst the <urds; Sheikh Muhmud's two revolts at Sul- 
@imanvek in 1924 and 1927; Barzan revolt in 1931; the 
Yezidi's revolt in 1936; end Burzan revolt sain to-day. 


these revolts give definite proof of the wrong policy 
Formleted in the Feace Conference after the last ‘Yar to 
Gaivide up this netion anong four countriss as has already 
Deen stxuted ubove. Thase countries hive nothing in 
common with the Kurds as regards customs, Innguages und 
sraditions. The revolts aiso have cieariy shown the vi- 
pelity of this n::tion und its burning desire to be free 


fron/ 
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from se:vitude. 


Of nil the countries of the Nesr ang liiddle “ust the 
Kurdish peopie ure the most capabie of udapting thenselves 
to nodern civiiivzetion und are herdiyv surpassed in their 
rendiness to lesrn. They ure resourcefus. and inteirligent. 
weir bravery is unriveiied. All this cun be ascertuiLned 
fron and attested to by Orientulists and foreipners who 
lived in this part of the world. Had 44 not been ror this bg 
sheneful pertition, the propress of the Kurds would heve po! 
been ore marked and forceful. The cascade of revolts 
since 1922, us 4 result of rul-eduinistrotion by succecd- 
ine vovernnents which had the unluwful suthority of rovern- 
ing then, had taken & terrible toll of life und property 
from then. They had to (0 through exile, famine, privetion, 
disexse and sil the horrors of wilful oppression and in- 
Suntice. Yet they neither gave up Nor meve in. ‘They ure 
the unsung heroes of fuith and ioyulty to one cause--their ie 
own cruse which wes thrown %0 the wolves; they ure the vic- 
tins of short-sightedness which the nakers of meps had 


after the last ar. 


All nations were pronised self-detorminstion in tho 
last war, but the “urdish nation had not, in spite of 
pioody strugeles, been riven the chanc:. Meny of the 
netions then were offered plebiscites, but the Kurdish 
nation couid not muke its voice heard; it wus drowned by 
these who did not want tt heard. If such countries #3 
Czechoslovakia and VYoruslavie were nude into georraphical and 
political entities, not-withstending the internal divers- ‘ 
ity of euch in lenguage, custors und umbitions, then the 
Nurds should hsve been given first considerution for being 
y nation by itself, judged by the vroxinity of its various 
sect2ons end the bond of uo single senguuge. They hreves 
peen living for uees in one geogrephicel unit in spite of 


partition. 


‘hut can the anericans do for the Kurds? ‘They can Pak 
help to creute 4 new nation out of the present boundaries ; 
of the kurdish s» aking sections of Turkey, Iren, Syria 
and Iray. Isolutionisn is now dead and an era of under- 
standing und eniirvhtennent is dawning. Je do not think 
thet Americas wili ieave the weak netions wlone as she did 
after the last ‘wr. Twice in our Life-time the world 
hes witnessed the rorcos of evil surging to plunge it into ae 
darkness. in this ‘ar, 48 in the lest, «merica 4s a lead- 
ing country in suppressing these forces. ‘11 America re- 
menber the dismembered ‘turds, or ruther will she forget 
the Kurds? ‘This time we are fully confident that she will 
no> forget. If, due to more pressing, natters, she ever 
will, then we trust thet this note shall not have been sub- 
nitted in vain. 3y this note we mean to renind America that 
a suppressed and wronged nution is erving for help. That 
nation is the “urdish Nation. They are ever grateful and 
never forget an act of kindness. 


America will have & temple in the heart of every Kurd. 
That temple holds Justice and Independence which America 
will, by her action und wisdom, mete to the Kurdish Nation 
in the coning and existing councils of the United Nations. 


The Kurdish Confidential Society Secretary 


Enclosures :- 
. Map of Murdistan. 
Duwaye Hi-li Kurd (An Introduction to the Kurdish 


Nation, witten in Kurdish). 
3. Memorandun on the Kurdish ‘uestion. _ 
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Enclosure no. 3 to 
despatch no. 22 of 
Necenber 1, 1943, 
fron the Anerican 
Legetion, Baghdad. 


MEMORANDUM ON THE KURDISH SUESTION 


Kurdistan and the Middle East 


Kurdistan constitutes the backbone of the Middle 
East. 


It comprises the greater part of the mountains 
ranging from the Black Sea neur the Caucasus to the 
Persian Gulf as well as fertile plains to the ‘vest. 


Kurdistan is inhabited by one nation, the Kurds, 
Hunbering over a million, they are # courageous, hardwork- 
ing race, who count loyalty, toleration and the iove of 
liberty anong their dearest traditions. Since the dawn 
of history they have naintained their national existence 


in their country. 


The Kurds are distinct fron their neighbours in 
rece, language and culture. They iio between and separate 
from each other the Turks (to the West), the Russians (to 
the North-East), the Persians (to the Enst) and the Arabs 


(to the South). 


‘urdistan, which is clearly e harmonious geographical, 
economic und national entity will inevitably play an im- 
portant part in the Middle Kast of the future. Placed 
at the strategic keypoint between the ‘Jest ond the Nast, 
it should be permitted to becone 4 self-supporting commun- 
ity}, a stable political factor, instead of being the 
meeting-point of conflicting interests, as at present. 


In Turkey, Iran and Iraq, where the Kurds constitute 
powerful minorities, their response to measures aining at 
compulsory assimiletion has shown that all attempts to rind 
a solution to the Kurdish probiem in that direction are 


doomed to tuilure. 


Apart’ from a possible loss of prestige, Turks, Iran- 
{ans and Arabs alike can only benefit by facing the fact 
that they cannot absorb the Kurdish nation, and by acquies- 
cing in steps calculnted to change a troublesome minority 


into a friendly neighbour. 
Ethnographic boundaries 


To the ‘Yest: A line starting from the Kurd-lagh 
(Syria), running in a northerly direction through the 
regions of Kililis, Marash, Aibistan, and Divrik to the 
Kelkit river. South-Vest of this line, there are scatter- 
ed Kurdish settlements as far as the gulf of Alexandretta. 


To the North: A line following the Kelkit river, run- 
ning east through the towns of Baiburt and Olty to Kars. 


North of this line scattered ‘urdish settlements 
reach the Black Sea near Trebizond. 


fo the/ 
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To the Hast: A line starting from Kars in © south- _. 


“easterly direction, then running elong the western shore 


of Lake Urmin, Luristan, the Bakhtiar country to Sehmeh snd 
Xermansheh. 


fo the South: From Southern Luristan a line running 
north west through Khanakin and Kifri to the Jebel Hamrin; 


fron there to the west, south of Mount Singer to the Euphrates 


Neer Jerbalus. 
Political Boundaries 


Before the First World War, Kurdisten was divided be- 
tween Turkey and Persia, with a snull Kurdish community in 
Russia. The Peace Conference and the verious Treaties with 
Turkey resulted in a Kurdistan divided between Turkey, Iran, 


Iraq, Syria ond Russia. In Russia there are only about 160,000 


Kurds, who enjoy full cultural liberty, with the active 
Support of the Government. 


The southern strip of Yestern Turkish Kurdistan was 
included in the French mandsted territory of Syria. 


The Turko-Iraq boundary "broke into two the heart of 
historic Kurdistan.....it destroyed the chances of an evo- 
lution of the Kurdish tribes as a nationality for gener- 


‘ations to come". (Eneyei. Br. 14th Ed., .art, Mosul). 


Physicel. Geopruphy and Naturel Resources 


Kurdistan is nainly mountainous but contains large 
and fertile plains and vaileys. Such are the plain of 
Diarbekr, Passen, Much, Kharput, Jezireh, the valleys of 
Tigris and Suphrates and their tributaries. 


Kurdistan is chiefly an agricultural country, producing 
all kinds of ceroals, flex, tobacco, sesame, all kinds of 
vagetables, almonds, figs, nuts Olives, applies, pears, 
apricots, peaches, prunes, cherries, grapes, ponegranates, 
mulberries, etc. 


fhe country is rich in livestock and the pastures are 
good. 


Mineral resources have been little exploited, with the 
exception of copper near Diarbekr and petroleum in southern 
Kurdistan, Iron, tin, coal, sulphur, lead and silvor are 
also present in large quantities. 


There ure several textile factories in the large centres 


and home industry is widespread: textiles (wool, linen and 
silk), rugs, leather-work, silversnith's work, tools (iron, 
steel and copper). 


There is a large export-trade in wool, mohair, gall- 
nuts, silk, smoked and salted fish, cheese, butter, hides, 
skins and livestonk. 


Towns 


About 20 towns average fron 30 to 50,000 inhabitants. 
The most important are: in Turkey: Diarbelr, Mardin, Khar- 
Put, Malatia, Erzerum, Zrzinjan, Mush, Van, Bitlis, Khozat, | 
Maden, Jeziret ibn Omar; in Iran: Sanjbulagh, Saqqiz, Sehneh, 
Kermanshah; in Iraq; Sulaimaniva, Kirkuk, Zakho, Ruwandiz, 
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Koi Sanjak, etc. 


Population 


No trustworthy attempts have been made ei ther by 
the Turkish or the Iranian Governments to arrive ut un 
exact census of their Kurdish subjects; any information 
published by them reflects the tendency to niniriize the 
Kurdish problem. The figures given below are an approxi- 
mate, but certsinly not excessive estimate: 


Turkey 3,800,000 Kurds 
Iran 3,000,000 ", 
Iraq 1,000,000 +" 
Syria 250,000 " 
Russia 160,000" 


Total in Kurdistan...... 8,210,000 Kurds 

With the exception of small groups beyond the var- 
ious borders, the population is homogeneous and the 
minorities are few in number; they cun be estime ted as 
follows: 


Assyrians 35,000 
Syrians 10,000 
Chaldeans 5,000 
Jews 3,200 
Armenians 2,500 
Circassians 1,800 
Greeks 1,500 

Total :59,000 


It should be noted that throughout the cent ures the 
Kurds hove maintained good relations with their Christian 
neighbours, closely co-operating with them in resisting 
oppressors. 


As a result of large-scale deportations by Durks and 
Persians there are large Kurdish colonies outside Kurdis- 
tan, in the hoart of Turkey and Persia, These are not in- 
cluded in our estimates. 


Race and Language 


The Kurds belong by race and language tothe Indo- 
European stock. All suttempts made in recent times by 
Turks, Sersiang and Arabs to impose their languages upon 
the Kurds have met with failure. Even in towns the 
Kurds continue to use their own language at hme, except 
in the most important centres in Turkey, where compulsion 
has rendered the use of Turkish dominant. The i mdonitable 
will of the Kurds to retain their own language 4S shown 
by the harshness of the measures taken for its suppression. 
In Turkey, the use of the Kurdish language is forbidden 
by law; with the exception of a few Kurdish sohools in 
One region in Iraq, schools in Kurdish Villages in that 
country and in Syrian are conducted in Arabic ,» though the 
only Arabic-speaking person in the village is the teacher. 
In four different countries Kurdish children are compelled 


to get/ 


at a ne 


penn, 


‘use in later life. 
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to get their educution in lungueges 


te 


In Iraq and in Syrian, thanks to the presence of the 
Mandatory Powers, private Kurdish culture. activity is 
not prohibited. In these countries and in Russis there 
are several Kurdish publicetions, umong others the period- 
{euls Hawar in Syria und Riya Taze in Russia; these, and 
about 150 volumes printed during the last 20 yeurs, all 
make use of the Latin alphabet. 


Religion 

With the exception of s small number who retain an 
offshoot of the old Zoroastrian religion (the Yezidis), 
the Kurds sre Mohemmedans, mostly of the Sunnite sect. 
They are pervaded by the old humanitarian principles of 
their former Zoroastrian belief, meny truces of which ure 
left. They are tolerant und in this respect very different 
fron their other Mohemmedan neighbours. 


Turks, Persians and Arabs demand the essimilation of 
the Kurds on the ground of similarity of religion. But 
the actual driving-force in these countries is intolerant 
nationalism, end their effort forcibly to assimilate the 
turds 48 guining momentum with the growth of their 
chauvinist tendencies. 


History 


There ig evidence in Sunmerian records that, us fer 
back as 2,000 B.C., urdish tribes occupied the heart of 
Xurdistan. Vaging constant war with their powerful 
neighbours - Babylonians, Hittites and Assyrians - they 


never submitted for long to any conqueror. ‘They helped 


Cyrhs to conquer Niniveh and Babylon. During the Ach- 
aemenian Persian Empire, they enjoyed privileges and were 
entrusted with the guard of the Zoroastrian temples. 
Xenophon during his retreat encountered opposition from 
the Kurds. The Seleucids were successfully resisted and 
the Kurds were prominent under the Sassanids. Later cane 
the invasions of Arab and Turkish tribes, covering the 
country with ruins. Saladin the Great, the chivalrous 
opponent of Richard Coeur-de-Lion, was a Kurd who united 
most of the Kurdish tribes under his rule. In the 13th 
century, the Kurds successfully resisted the Mongol in- 


vaders. 


‘rodern history sets in with the occupation of Kurd- 
{stan by Sultan Selim I, the first Ottoman Caliph, in the 
realisation of his Pan-Islamic policy. Helped by the 
Kurdish historian Idris-i-Bidliss, Selim obtained the 
cooperation of the Kurdish principalities in his success- 
ful war cgainst the Persians. This co-operation was 
later established on a permenent basis by an agreement 
whereby the Kurdish kprinces recognised the suzerainty of 
the Sultan, retaining their sovereign rights within their 
country. ‘Thenceforward the Kurds participated in all the 
wars of the Sultans as loyal vassals. 


But the evolution of Turkey from a confederation of 
vassal states under Ottoman leudership into a National 


State/ 


which they will never 


ee 
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otete hed a fata repercussion on Turko-=ilurdish reletjons, 
& eredusl infringenent of -urdish rights, ot first directed 
ageinss the “urdigh princess and itter, in éve~~incereusing 
Messure, arcuinst the eurdish notion &8 @ whole, led tg the 
strugrie which continues until the present day. 


The first dhi.se, the destruction of the sOVereien 
Kurdish princips:ities, 1: sted until 18473; thet yeor 
marked the end of the last Murdish principeiity which Teil 
after resisting the Turkish ernie for 15 vears,. Merce 
revolts broke out in 1879, in i886 (repressed by joint 
Tarko-Pergian nection), in 1889 und in 1913, 


After the Youn Turk revo.ttion, enc stili nore since 
the Keneliss regine, the Turks huve increased their efforts 
to assinilinte op destroy the Surdigh nition. Furthernore, 
Since 1926, there has been cloce cO-Operution between the 
Turkish and Persian Sovernnents in their policy towsrds 
the urds. In that veor, xurdish leaders were massacred 
by the Turks end inprisoned by the Persians. =req Joined 
the furko-Pergiin eonvention by the trenty of Saeadabud. 


The new policy foung expression in hitherto unknown 
nensures, In Turkey the conplete prohibition of the 
Kurdish aonguepe und durge-seele deportations resulted 
in three insurrections in 1925-28, in 1930 und in 1937-38, 
which were of such @ nvenitude thet the Turks had to bring 
Whole aArnay Corps and aircraft into action, 


In Iraq Oppressive attenpts by the Arabs heve aiso 
led to revolts in recent vears, 


The Internutional Attitude 
nt ittitude 


The Grest ‘ur 1914-18 was 4 period of perticuler 
hardship in Turkey, not Oniy to the Kurds who perished 
on riasse in the course of Ceportutions, but also to 
Other iitnoritias Which were practically ennihiluted. 


The Alliod Vovers ut the Verce Conference were fuily 
aware thet a solution to the Kurdish probien was nece: sary, 
and the Kurdish Nation was Yepresented by « delegate, 
Genorsl Sherif -asha, 


m Pes 
The "reaty of soVvres 


In the treuty of Savres, which was signed on the 
+Oth of Auguss, 1920, the Great Powers sand Turkey recog- 
nized the Pundénental ri¢his of the surdish Nation (‘Treaty 
Of Sevres, ‘ection <TI, Kurdistan, art. 62, 63 and 64). 
Article 64 recoynises the rights of the Turks to con stitute 


an independent nation and their right to unite different 
Parts Kurdiston. 


But the stipulations of the “evres [reaty were never 
carried into effect. 


The KXenalist coup de force was ratified by the Great 
Powers in the Treaty of Lausanne; an inéiffersant world 


lert/ 
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left divided curdistan to be the prey of the netionol- 
i-de anbitions of Turkey, Persia end the arabs. 


The vresent position end the future 


The continue] und increasing pressure brought upon 
the “urds during the inst 20 vears in order to suppress 
them as & notion hes utterly foiled. The oni’ result of 
the efforts to ado avev with one of the oldest notions in 
the world h:s been endiess misery, destruction tnd blood- 
Shed. 


‘Afte» the conclusion of the present world-war, none 
of the victorious nsé:ions cin remein indifferent to the 
estabiishment of pernenent peece in the Viiddle Hast. 

But such peuce wiil not be estubiished as long us e# strong, 
tenucious netion, st one of the nost important strateric 
points of the world, remains the prev of destructive 
powers, @ cuuse Of or # pretext for future conflagrutions. 


It is difficult to forecest the exact picture of the 
final forn to which the restoration of the Kurd Nution 
will lead. 3SBut the first stage of the said restoretion 
cannot offer less to the Kurdish people than the re- 
affirmation of rights which were already outlined 20 years 
ago in the "reaty of Severs. Tho great denocratic powers 
heve felled efter the last wer to prevent their efforts to 
restore Aurdish rights fron being wiped out by force and 
political intrigue. Siniiar foilures have forced the 
Allies to tske on aris once wain for the cause of Justice. 
This nust unfeilingly ieud to the permanent redress of 
one of the nost flagrant wronrs witnessed by history, by 
eiving to the Xurds their place uenong free nations. 
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Berhdsd, LVecenber 2h, 1913. 


Confidential 


No. 56 ; 
Subject: Transmission of Copies of Sthnovraphic Map 
on ¥Yurdish Yeople. 


The Monorable 
Secretury of State, 
Yashing ton, D. C. 


Sir: 


I huve the honor to forward herewith five copies 
of an ethnopraephic map showing the areus in the :iiddle 
Hast inhabited by people of Yurdish origin. This 
nap was published in Arabic in Mohumued Jwaeen Zeki's 
book, "Outiine of the History of Kurds and Kurdistan" 
(Baghded 1930), and hus been sxeproduced in English 
by the Acting Miiitery Attuché of this Legation, 
who is currentiy engseged in nuking a study of Kurd- 
ish tribal reletionships. 


Respectfully yours, 


Loy W. Renderson 
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Five copies of mud described. a | 
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THE KURDISH PEOPLE 


A REPRODUCTION IN ENGLISH OF THE ARABIC MAP IN 
MUHAMMED AMIN ZAKI'S “OUTLINE of the HISTORY of 
KURDS and KURDISTAN "(in Arabic), PUBLISHED 1930 IN 
BAGHDAD. THE FIRST EDITION OF THIS MAP ANO BOOK 
APPEARED IN KURDISH TEXT DATE ON MAP: 1929-30. 


MILES 


50 re) 50 100 Eye) 90 


DRAWN AT OFFICE oF MILITARY ATTACHE, U.S LEGATION, BAGHDAD -1943 
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"THE ORIGINAL MAP(IN ARABIC) WAS PREPARED ON THE BASIS OF 
‘THE MAP OF KURDISH TRIBES’ by SIR MARK SYKES, THE ETH- 
NOLOGICAL MAP IN THE BOOK ‘FOUR CENTURIES OF MODERN 
IRAQ' by MAJOR LONGRIGG, THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS COM- 
MITTEE MAP,AND A SECRET MAP DRAWN ON 26 AUG.1912 
AT SIMLA BY OFFICERS OF THE INDIAN ARMY, GUIDED BY 
INFORMATION JN THE ‘ENCYCLOPEDIA OF tSLAM’ AND 
THE BOOK OF “KORDLER’ TRANSLATED FROM GERMAN INTO 
TURKISH.” — MUHAMMED AMIN ZAKI, Author. 
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for U.S. Legation, from tracings supplied by them. 
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Baghdad, December 24, i943. 


No. 58 


Subject: Transuission of Text in Translation of 
Xurdish Nationalist Manifesto to the People 
of Iraq. 


The Honorsble 
Sedretary of State, 
Yushington, N. C. 


oir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Legution's 
despateh no. 22 of Decenber 1, 1913, forwarding the 
text in trunslation of a petition by Kurdish 
Hationnalist students, asking American help to reuliz 
an indenendent kurdistan, and to enclose herewith a 
translation of a Vurdish netionelist manifesto 
addvessed in Arabic by “The Neadquarters of the Kurd- 
isl. Leaders" to the deople of Iruq. Received by nail 
by the Legetion during the Doast week, the nunifesto 
has been delivered to proninent British and Iraqi 
officials by other means: sonetimes it hus been 
left in their cars, sometines slipped under the 
door, end one British intelligence officer found it 
pasted on the gate to his house. 


The nenifesto stresses the brotherhood in Islam 
of Arab end Kurd, ond complains of mistresatnent of 
Kurdish districts by the Iraqi centir4l government and 
by its Arab officials in Kurdistan. It asks that the 
Mulla ilustafa Buarsuni troubles be straightened out 
with justice to the Xurdish rebel leader. "“Utherwise 
this revolutionary move will be the beginning of 
other revolutionary activities which will certuiniy 
bring the country uncesirable consequences." 


Respectfuily yours, 


Loy ‘Y. Henderson 


File No. 800 
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Enclosure: 
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Translation of Kurdish manifesto. 
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Inelosure to despatch 

no. 58 dated Decenber 

2h, 1943, fron the 

Aner ican Legution, Baghdad 


TO TH NOBLE PH0RPLE oF LAS, 
aR RRRR ES tlds ee 5S 


ey ve the suprene leaders of the Kurdish people have 
ordered the pubisication of this nenifesto for the people 

of Iraq in view of the mistakes which the udministrutive 
uuthorities have coruitted in the Kurdish districts, the 
policy adopted by the executive power, und the consequences 
which have resulted end Will result from that policy. 


O Hobie People: 


For more than one thousand yoars, the uncient Kurdish 
and Areb peonies heave iived Side by side sprending to 
the world the Jord ot' Isian; ceiling for erowth und dee 
velopnent; revolting crainst the old Strurele of papan- 
ism; and building in the light of the subline prin- 
ciples of thet Yord, u new world whose Dillars were based 
On freedon, Justice und equality. while still leading the 
Islamic world to foturity end perfection end resistine 
the reectionary currents that Were surring rrom the dest, 
they were ufflicted with » great calamity and feli into 
the abyss of the Ottomun supire, the core of renetion and 
the concentration clump of the free peoples of the Hest. 


“pon the cessetion of the lust Great dar, the two 
peoples established a New, provressive state, notivated 
by history end reilyvion, on the banks of the two rivers - 
the present stute of Iraq - to restore their unclent glory 
und renew their cormion effort in the leadership of modern 
Civilization, «ttended by peace and amity. 


And now, O people of Iraq, efter this brief review 
of the historical rel:tions of the two peoples und of their 
erowth end Progress, we Wish to wurn kou of the eVvenns 
Which are threatening the country and of the surprises and 
periis tut urein store for it because of the failure of 
our attenpts to draw the attention of those responsible 
for the Governnent - burticulerly now that the world is 
receding fron the ocean of trouble which has been over- 
wheining it - to stabilize « peace that will be absolutely 
governed by the inws of social evolution, 


The policy which the executive authorities have 
adopted in Iraq Seneruily and in the northern Kurdish 
districts Speciricully is far, indeed, from the prin- 
cinies of the Iraqi Constitutional Law, und opvoses all 
denocratic constitutions. It, in fact, is an absolute 
dictatorship Liourishing in the shadow of the Atiantic 
Charter! The Barzan question - Sheikh Mustefa is one of 
our Deloved bersonulitias - Whig: hus been ureravated and 
reached such u state of dinger was, at the berinning, 
nothing but a personal matter wh! ch could heve been over- 
cone. But the executive uuthorities administering the 
machinery of the state let loose the reigns of rovernnent 
in the hands of sone of Subtle revolutionaries - who are 


your/ 
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your end our enenies, O Arabs - in the Kurdish districts 
and thug pave then liberty of action to seize the oppor-= 
tunity of pleying their part in disuniting these two 
brotherly peoples, urged by their historical anemity end 
their Turkonan spirit. 


fe behold hundreds of innocent send unurned souls po 
down a8 victins to eir bonberdient ond to rifle 
buliets in consequence of this policy end noledninistration. 
It is regrettuble that such brutal deeds should be 
comaitted when denocrsey has reached such o hich state 
of developnent and strength thet it conbats burberisn 
wherever it is found. This is certoinly disverering und 
insuiting to ell of hucenity's sctievenents in its long 
strugvie. 


Therefore, be it known to the people of Iraq that 
the Shaikh ‘lustefu incident rouses the Kurdish nation 
which is now indignantl: wutchine these provocetioe 
activities on the pert of the Iraqi forces. Je trust 
thet .Tter this nenifesto has boen proclained the traqi 
notion will cause the Jeaders of the povernnant to valk 
in the struight oeth. Othervise this revolutionery 
liove wiil be the berinning of other revoiutionury acte 
ivities which will certuinly bring the country unde- 
Sirpable consequences. Tiay Alluh be vour and our succor. 


(Signed) 


Fron the Jigadquarters of the 
Kurdish Leaders. 
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From: American Legation Date: January 11, noon 
Cairo, Egypt 
No.: 


ee AS ig 
Code: Strip Cipher Received: January 12,| S45. 
Following is my 61, January 11, lla. m. to-the hb 


Semel 


lett 


Department repeated for the Personal and Strictly con- 
fidentiul information of the Minister: 

January 11, 11 a, m. 

Personal for the Secretary and Undersecretary, 


The heir to the throne of Egypt, Prince Mohammed 


aspect of the problem of Palestine, @xcluding the Arab 
point of view, H.R.H. went on to say that while there 
Was not any intention to ignore or deny Jewish aspirations 
or rights, he hoped that the Arab side of the question 
would receive equal consideration, 

It is my understanding that the Iraqi Prime Minister 
intended to approach you in respect to the above, There- 
fore, I submit the views or the Prince in the matter, 


Repeated to Baghdad and Jerusalem, 


Kirk 
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Fron: 


Code: 


PARAPHRASE 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


©. @ eerenxwEr “xorrome cere im1148 
Secretary of State Date: March 6, 9 p. m. 
Washington, D. C, 
No.: Circular 


Strip Cipher Received: March 7, 1943. 


The committee which is Sponsoring the Proclamation 
on the Moral Rights of Stateless and Palestine Jews 
is going to hald a large mass meeting on the 9th of 
March in New York City. The principal purpose of 
this meeting will be again to urge that a Jewish 
Army be formed. It might be well for you to explain, 


should you have any discussions concerning this 


meeting, that it is a wholly private unde rtaking 
and the mere fact that certain officials and former 


officials of this Government have consented to have 


their names used as sponsors does not mean that the 
meeting has the official approval of the Government 
of the United States, 


Welles 
Acti ng 


File no, 
acb 


Barhdad, March 9, 1943. 
SIGUA CONPIDENTZAL . 
No. 222 


Subject: Conversution with the Prime Winister Concerning 
the Yormstion in the United States of 4 Jewish 
A rny ° 


The Honorable 
The Sooretary of State, 
Washington, D. OC. 


Sir: 


t have the honor to inform the Department that this 
morning I had a conversation with the Prime ifinister, Nuri 
as-Said, during the course of which three subjects were 
daisoussed, viz.: (1) the fomption in the United Stutes of 
a Jewish army, (2) the recent enactment vy the Iraq Gov- 
ernment of certain legislation having for its purpose the 
extension to the United States of those tribunal juris- 
dictional and fiscal privileges now enjoyed by the British 
under the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alldjanoe, and (3) the visit 
to Baghdad of Mr. Skliros of London, Managing Director of 
the Iraq Petroleum Compuny. 


From the menorendunm I have made for the chancery files 
I an quoting below thet vart of ny conversation with Nuri 
Pasha which deals with the formation of 4 Jewish army in 
the United States: 


yr told Nuri something of the contents of Departnent's 
cirouler telegram of March 6, 9 pm. by which I had been 
{nrormed of the mass meeting that was to be held in New 
York today by tho Sponsoring Committee of the Proclamation 
on the Moral Rights of Stateless and Palestine Jews, the 
muin purpose of which is to urge the formution of #u Jewish 
urny. explained to Nuri that this meeting was entirely 
a privete undertaking and that although it was quite possible 
that fornor otffioLlals--perhaps even certain present officials 
of my Government might have lent their nanos 48 sponsors, 
nevertheless the meeting did not have the official approval 
of the United States Govornment. Nuri was especiaily 
pleased to receive these assurances nnd said thet “of course 
we will stop the publication of any news of the neeting 
Stself in our press", but added that the public would be 
almost certain to got hola of it through eneny broadcasts 
und esked if, in order to offset anything of this kind, he 


the war effort, I saw no reason why ho could not state that 
he had received assurances from me to the effect that the 
meeting did not have the official approval of my Government. 


Respectfully yours, 


7. HM. Wilson 


ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY Cr STATE i 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


March 20. 1949 


AIR MAIL 


STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


No, A- g 


T) the Aneriesn kinister Resident 
and Conau) Senecral, 


Baghdand, 
Thre Secretory of State encloses for the information 


of the Minister Resident a cony of Aa memorandum of conver= 


sation relating to matters effecting Palestine which took 


vlece on March 3, 19435 between Dr, Chaim Weizmenn and cer- 


tein of nis associates and officers of the Denartment. 


Enclosure: 


Memorandum of Convergetion, 


VEAVIGION CF Hiak iat HN APT ALi 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


PATE March 3, 1943 
SUBJECT: 
PRESENTATION OF VIEWS OF 2IONIST LEAQDERG® REGARDING THE 
FUTUXE STATUL OF PALESTINE 
PARTICIPANTS: ; 
Dr, Chaim Weizmann Mr, Murray 
Kr, Noshe Shertok My, Alling 
Dr, Nahum Goldmann Mr, Kerrian 
Hr, Louis Livaky Mr, Parker 
COPIES TO: 


London, Cairo, Jerunalen, Beirut, Baghdad and Jidda 


a 


Dr, Welzmann, accompanied by Hr, Shertok, Dr, Goldmann 
ond Kr, Lipaky, called to discusa matters relating to the 
Status of Pnleatine, Nr, Hurray initiated the discussion by 
addressing a few courteous preliminary remarks to Dr, Weizmann, 
who replied thrt kr, Shertok was present in order to expresa 
his views concerning the war effort in Palestine with which 
he, of course, wie familiar ns hend of the political section 
of the Jewish Agenoy at Jerusalen, Before inviting Mr, Shertok 
to express his views Dr, Wedzmann renarked that recently Aneri- 
can officials, particularly arnay officers, returning to thie 
country ofter brief visits to Palestine, have been indulging 
in clichés about Palestine unfavorable to the Jewleah position 
there without knowing much about the situation and not having 
been there long enough to have gained a true understanding of 
the facta, 


Kr, Shertok prefaced his remarks by stating that there 
have been many changes in Palestine since he met Mr, Hurray in 
Jerusalem in 1938, Since that time the White Paper has been 
promulgated and war has descended upon the world, Nr, Shertok 
declared that the White Paper and the war effort are in conflict 
because the White Paper forbids immigration at a time when the 
war effort calle for the groatast mobilisation of existing re- 
sources in Palestine, He continued along the following lines: 


The 


ae 


The Jewa are not in Palestine by accident; they arc there as 

a result of an organized effort, If the power of the Jewish 
economic machine ie to be harnessed to the war effort it is 
neceasery to cooperate with the Jews in Palestine, In order 

to effect such cooperntion, the Jowish authorities in Palestine 
are determined to alter the “hite Paper policy in order to de~ 
rive the most from Palestine aga a contribution to the prosecu- 
tion of the war, 


When the war first atarted, the Jewo of Paloatine did 
not expect the British Government to change the “hite Paper 
policy immediately but expected that it would be held in 
abeyance, This belief was held because Palestine 1)was actu- 
ally threatened with invasion, 2) 18 against Hitler, 3) is a 
part of the progressive world, 


Palestine hao nade grent contributions to the war effort, 
There are 30,000 Palestinian Jews in the military services, 
20,000 of them in the Army and others in such organizations 
ag the police, There are, however, only about 8,000 Arabs in 
ell of the British Empire forees, Of the Arnbs {n the arned 
forces, about 25 per cent desert and about £8 pensent more are 
dismissed, Desertions and dismissals nmong the Jews, however, 
are extremely rare, 


In addition to its contributions to the armed forces, 

the Jewish community of Palestine 1a turning to induatry and 

to employment of ite aciantific resources for the benefit of 

the war effort, There are Jews in war work all over the Near 
fast, Recently the British Army needed some Jews to work in 
Iraq and took then over the frontier in uniform although they 
were not military personnel, (Dr, Weirzmann remarked that this 
was “illegal immigration".) Kr, Shertok atated that such action 
could be condoned as a deaperate measure, but he pointed out 


that the Jews also are waging a desperate etruggle for existence, 


The Jews of Palestine have wondered what 1t would have been like 
and what a contribution they could have made if there had been 
1,000 ,000 or 2,0C0,000 Jaws in Palestine instead of only half a 
million, If the Jews in Palentine had been two or even four or 
five times ma numerous things would hnve been a lot different, 
This thought pertaina not only to the present but should be 
projected into the future, What the Jews are doing in Palestine 
ig not an accident; 1t 16 the result of a conscioun effort, 

Jewa went to Palestine to live there and to earn their living 
there, Theirpresence in Palestine has not been the result of 
the free play of economic forces: it has been the result of 
governmental decisions that the Jews should go to Palestine, 


The 


<3- 


The economic absorvtive carncity of Pnlestine is not 
finite; 1t is the human element which is of importnonce, The 
important queation 1a whether the Jews need l’alestine, not 
what the oapacity of Palestine might be, Although there may 
be a limit eventually as to the number of Jevs that Palestine 
may absorb, thin limit 1s very far from being approached, 

*hat has been dono in Paleetine to date is merely of an experi- 
mentnl character, For example, there have been experiments in 
irrigation; however, these experiments have been only of a local 
character, Recently thene experimonta have begun to passa, in 

a few inatancea, from the local to the regional, However, no 
att‘mpt has boen made an yet to make irrigntion projecta coun- 
try-wide, There nre grent undeveloped water resources in 
Paleatine which need to ba harnessed, If the great water 
power and irrigation projects which have been developed in 

the United States could have been accomplished, certainly it 
would ba possible to develop similar projects on a much sraller 
scale in a little country like Palestine, Then there isa the 
industrial development of Palestine, There has baon a aub- 
atantial industrial output, but this, so far, has been primari- 
ly for consumption within the country, There are, however, 
excellent prospecta for exporting Palestinian-made goods to 
neighboring countriee, Eefore the war these neighboring 
countries imported approximately & 200,000,000 worth of goois 
from nations now our enemies, Probably after the war these 
enemy countries will not be in a position to resume manufac- 
turing for export immedintely, Presumably the United States 
and the United Kingdom will participate in this trade, but 
Pelestine desires ite ehare as well, There if no reason why 
Priestine cannot develop a sizeable industry, Technological 
developments mre tending to make arene leas dependent upon 
look] raw materials, For example, there are now European dir- 
mont cuttern in Palestine, There is no renson why diamonds 
should travel all the way from South Africa to Europe for cut- 
ting when there are expert diamond cutters today to work in 
Palestine, There are in the country as well other skilled 
artieans, such as watch makers, radio crystal makers and 
pharmaceutical men, 


Mr, Shertok continued by aaying that the Jews of Palestine 
are very well aware that they aro confronted with a very 
serious politioal dirffioulty, If Palestine were an empty 
country, this difficulty would not exist, and the world pro- 
bably would he content to let Jews settle in Palestine, How- 
ever, the democratic world entertains doubts as to the expedle 
ency of letting Jews settle in Palestine in large numbers 


because 


| 


because of the presenoe there of Arabs Who do not welcome 
thia development, Thies political Giffioulty raises two 


questiona: 1) A question of Justice; 
practicebllity, The first queation, 


2) s question of 
the question of Justice, 


presents a dilenma with the alternntives of being unjust 


either to the Jews or to the Arabs, 


There 1s lege in Justice 


to the Arabe involved in awardin Prlentine to the Jeva than 


there would be injustice to the ewe 


in not Rllowiny them 


to have Palestine, This viewpoint is Rupported aa follows: 


The Arabs are an undaveloped people, 


There ie plenty ef op- 


portunity for them in a developed Palestine which would create 
employment, Their fears are not justified, If the Italiana 
had invaded Praloetine they would have moved all Palestinian 
Arnbe into Syria, Turkey ia territorially ambitious too, 


it fenred that Turkey 


would demand reotificrtion of the Surko-Iraqi border at the 
Peace Conference, The Jewe in Palestine could help Iraq to 


develop in order that Iraq would not 


remain an eapty shell, 


Palertinian Jawn Could be of a6dlstance to Arndp; and to 
neighboring countries b Cronating narketa and by providing 
employment, Even now, drragis come to Palestine in order to 


Kein selentifta knowledge, 


Palestine ig an Arab country no 


that the establishment of a large Jewish Community in Palestine 


18 essential for the vreservation of 
titude not only of the Jews of Vnlest 


many Jews as porelble into Palestine 


fer the world, It ip necessary, therefore, to bring in as 


time as possible, The 4raba thus far, nocording to Nr, 


“hertok, have Rocented the Jawa alren 
objeated only to propesrls to rettle 


Mr, Nurpay remarked & thie point 
Rot appear to be qite accurate becan 
Paleatine may be ettributad to an inf 
Ally arrived, 


Kr, Shertok admitted that brings 
mean A very difficult period indead, 


dy in Palestine but have 
more Jewa in the country, 


that this etrtenent dia 
8° @ech 4yab reyolt in 
lux of Jews who had actu- 


ny in more Jawa would 
or this renson he cone 


tended it ig neorsrary to vet over thie difficult Period es 


f00N AB possible by bringing into Pal 
Jews as quickly ag poasibla,. 


eatine large numbers of 


Kr. Shertok then diecuesed the possible relationship to 


Gach other of Arab countries ad Jacant 


to Falertine, Vould it 
be 


wo Ben 


be by union, a federation, by trentica, or by what means? 

Thig queetion Mr, Shertok could not unlertake to answer, 
Personally he does not Sygpathize with the faderstion idea 
because that would depand upen the attitude of nelgndoring 
countries, “With reaseet to the Jews, the idea of federation 
does not involve federation with the Jews nlready in Palestine; 
the objeet 1s to tring more Jevs into Palestine, 


Mr, Shertck then >raceeled to a diseueston of King Ibn 
Snud of Saudi Arable, He atated that ha rogardsIbn Saud 
ra the most important Arab alive, However, Ibn Saud does 
not regard himself as a candidate for an iuperial Arab 
throne, Mr, “hertok stated that he does not consider an 
Arab empire to be a -racticrl posrtibility or that Llbn Saud 
ie the man to rule it, 


At this point Mr, Alling atated that probably Ibn “aud 
does not want to rule an Arab empire, Mr. Shertok agroed, 
adding that Ibn Saud crefers merely to be a man of influence 
in the Arab world, He night serve as the head of a Pan-Arab 
union, but he would not uake a ruler of an Arab empire, 


Mr, Shertok then referred to a suggestion made upon a 
previous ocension by Dr, Veizmann that a Jewish delegution 
confer with [bn Saud in an effort to effect a settlenent of 
Jowlah-Arab crobleas, Nr, Shertok stated that he could not 
conceive of Jon Saud’s even receiving a Javish dolegation, 
Such an event would be explosive in charreter, The entire 
Arak vorld would vonter what :cas taking place, Arabs would 
come to him from all directions to warn him to desist, However, 
Kr, Shertok observed that a British or anerioran representative 
could dincuss matters with Ibn Saud without hrnving such oon= 
versotionr advertised or known to others, If the Jewish-Arnab 
miecotion were disoussed with hin in thie uanner, Ibn Saud's 
reection would bo negative, but doubtless his interviewer 
ccul* interpret the degree of his Negative reaction from his 
canner, 


Mr, Nurray recalled tht, after the Palestine revolt or 
1956, A erent many people endeavored to perauade Ibn Saud to 
exprear hie views, but Ibn Saud had said nothing, Then later 
came Jpn “nud's letter to the tresident in 1936 in which he 
took and out-and-out position after a period of two years of 
Silence, Nr, Murray said he wondered why presoure brought 
upon itn Saud previously had proved to be unsuccessful but 
concluded thet Ibn Srud's letter waa in anticipation of the 


Round 


~6= 


Round ‘able Conference in London, 


Mir, Shertok stated that an Arab federntion is an une 
likely development because Egypt would not join, Hovever, 
he added, Egypt might participate in an ’lFab union if Eyynt 
could be the hend of auch a union, He expressed ngreement 
with Hr, Murrny that Ibn Saud is a man of the desert rather 


Dr, vedezmann remarked that he would like to say a word 
About Lbn Saua's letter to the Prasident, He said that he 
thought that Ibn 3aud Wrote this lettcr beanuse “no Arab 


time regarding the establishment of a Jewish national home, 
Xr, Yeizmann expreseed agreenent with Hy, Shertok that it 
would be premature for him to go to see ibn Saud, 


Returning to the aubjoct of the status of Palestine 
Dr, Weizmann dealured that we should “erasp the nettle", 
It will be oasier, he declared, if the United Nations set 
up a Jewish Palestine now than it would be ir the process 
were dragged out indefinitely, In this connagation he rafer~ 
red to the cession or Alexandretta fron Syria to Turkoy atrt~ { 
ing thet this cranted no great furor, He continued by say~ 
ing that what the Jewa have achieved in Palestine has bean 
done in anite of hritiah administration, 


Dr, “eleznann detlared "I srripn agein bafora you that 
Palestine will never again be an Arab country," The United 
States has a moral responsibility with regard to Palestine 


on this basis, He Said, “Yo will not let you disclaim thia 
responaibility, The Jaws Will bring noral pPpresaure to bear 
|} in order to create a YVewish Poleatine." He sontinued, “As 
,long ag the Kiddle Uraat Will be an empty country 1t will al- 
WRya be coveted, It should bo worked and populated, " 


At this point Mr, Kuyray observed thet the people who 
have to deal with the Palestine question are faced with 
practical problems, For @xanple, Ancrican diplomatic repre- 
sentatives abrond recently tave received 4 number of pratestn 
from varioua Near Eastern governments with regard to the in- 
creasing Yewlah influence in Paleatine, invariably, pertoda 
of pressure of this kind from Arab governnenta follow state- 
mente made in the United States such as those mede recently 


with 


Ve 


with regard to the formrtion of a Jewish arny, Irrespective 
of whether such statements may be right or wrong, thay do 
serve to arouse Arnb neoples and to ocnasion protests, Tho 
Axis pronpagandn machine, of sourse, uses these statenenta to 
its own advantage in attenpting to fonent discontent and anti-= 
pathy to the United Nationa!’ gnuse anong the Arab people, Ag 
. result, of course, the military situation 4s affected, in a 
much 86 it if sesentiazl te have the goodwill and friendshin of 
the populetions of Ne-r Sastern countried where United Nations’ 
troopa are atationed, Kr, Murray inquired wnat the callers 
thousht of this aspect of the situntion, 


up, Shertok replied that SLoniot leaders are dealing 
with democracies, which eepend upon public opinion to Support 
national policies, ‘There are many cuestions being raised at 
thia time regarding the predicament of the Jews in Europe, 
if anything ia to be done sbout thia Situation, the question 
must be presented before the forum of public opinion, 


Mr, Murray then incuired if questiona ara not being 
raised inonrortunely by the tasuance of nublic statements, 
Dy, velemann reniied that, in order to raisa money, it is neans- 
sary to mekrm rreeachen ag a penne of securing the sunport of 
public opinion, Naturelly the Avia hanre abeut seme of there 
thinge tut unfertunrtely thet eennot ke helpean, 


Me, Munery eaked whether Anerienn Jawa feel Btrongly on 
the subjeer of Viontien, There ere, he said, meny Amariocan 
Jeve-who are not yro--Lonist, Pr, weilymann revlted that Pro= 
bally over 90 rer cent of Jews in the United states would like 
to see “nlestine rebullt by the Jewn and are tneensed by the 
white Porar sallow, Thaee whe Glanyree with this majority are 
A Mowertyy out amatl minority, Thia minority which ie onoosed 
to nm Jewlsh atate in afraid of Jcopsrdiszing ite own position 
in the United 'tatea, Mr, Murrey remarked that that is the 
very point involved -- that there are many Jews in thie ceune 
try who regerd theneelvee na thoroughly Amerioan and who do 
not wlieh te have their status threatenad in any way, Ur, 
Velrmann then eid thet the war may and at any time and that 
the °slaactine question Le coming to a head, ff it were poasible 
to hold a plebiscite itn the United Itates 80 per cent of Aneri~- 
cen Jevs vould favor the establishment of a Jewish state, 

Kr, Linsky remerked at this voint that disaenters among Aneri- 
can Jews ara agreeable to immigration into Falestine but balk 
only at the uce of ths term "state" with respect to Palestine, 
Mr, Murrey observed that thin attitude tovard immigration may 


be 


st 


be attributed largely to Bymapathy for the predicament of 
Jewa in “urore, Ir,’ vetLezmann then etated that when a man 
is frightened he ie not logilosl; that 4t Le foolish for 
american Jews to be afrnid that the United -tatea would 
consider ejecting aniertenn Jewo and Rending thaw of f to 
Valestine, 


At this point the discusaion ended and Or, veLemann 
end nis associates arose to take their devorture, An they 
were lesving, br, olling asked br. Ghertok how long he ex- 
peoted to remain in thia country, %r, Shertok replied that 
he expected “to remain here for the kill", 


Nis oLvarkers HED 


+. DDF S$ OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE } 
WASHINGTON, D.C. Lb ] 


4 
im 
f 
Wy 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 1 | 
WASHINGTON 
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AIR MAIL 


STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


No, TS 


The Honorable 

Thomas M, Wilson, 

American Minister Resident and Consul General, 
Baghdad. 

Sir: 

I transmit for your strictly confidential information 
8 copy of a memorandum of a conversation which I had with 
the Egyptian Minister on March 5), 1943, relating to matters 
concerning Eurovean Jewish refugees, together with a copy of 
note he presented to me at that time pertaining to the ques- 


tion of Jewish imajeration into Palestine, 


Enclosures: 
1, Memorandum of conversation, 


2. From Egyptian Minister, 
March 29, 1943, 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: 
March 30, 1943 


tmestion of Palestine 


PARTICIPANTS: Meyntian Minieter, Mahmoud Hasean; 


nder Secretrry, Hr. Welles 


S, Aeit, PA/M, NE 


ero 11403 


The Egyptian hinister called to see ne this norning 
at his request, He left with me the note attached herewith, 
The Minister talked at some length along the lines of the 
communication he was instructed to make, He added the 
bright thought that a good thing for the United Nations now 
to do with regard to the Jewish refugees who might be brought 
out of Europe would be to send a batch of them to each of the 
United Netions, the number in each batoh to be in proportion 
to the total population of the country to which the group was 
gent, 


I told the Minister that 1 believed that after the war 
vas won and the princinles for which we were fighting in 
Europe had been established, the overwhelming majority of 
Jewish refugees would wish to return to their countries of 
origin, and in that way the grave problem which we had been 
disoussing would in great part be solved, IJ said it was 
true in my judgment that a emall number, for one renson or 
another, would wish to seek new homes in other lands, but 
that I had no reason to believe that the majority of even 
tiie small group would deaire to proceed to Paleatine,. I 
said furthermore that it was the hope of this Government 


that 


-2= 


that a solution of the question of Palestine after the 

{war would be brought about through the negotiation of a 
friendly agreement on the vart of the peoples directly 
concerned, 


I said, however, thnt the immediate problem before 
us wes the appalling aiturtion resulting from the apparent 
willingness of the bulgarian Government to give in to 
German presaure by deporting to Yoland the Jevse of Bulgaria, 
and that the 4 medinte suestion, therefore, was to try to 
find the way in which this atrocity could be prevented, 
Il aaid 4t was not the thought of either the british or 
United States Governments that these refugees, if they 
could be extricated, be gent to “aleatine, I said that the 
lack of shipping facilities alone would make such a move- 
ment very difficult of accomplishment, I explained to the 
Minister in general terms the hope we had expressed to the 
Turkish Government that we might obtain the asaiatance of 
the Turkish Government in solving this problem for the dura- 
tion of the war, with the guarantee that any Jews that were 
admitted into Turkey would be repatriated at the end of the 
war, 

The Minister seemed to be quite satisfied with the 
atatement I made to him and decidedly apologetic for hav- 


ing had to carry out the instructions communicated to him 
by his Government, 


3. W. 


Usehns DEK 
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ROYAL EGYPTIAN LEGATION 
WASHINGTON, D, Q, 


March 29th, 1943, 
Sir, 

In continuation to my letter of February and, 1943, 
with which I handed Your Excellenoy +n Aide-liemoire in 
connection with the queation of Palestine, I have the 
honour to tranamit herewith, acting on the instructions 
of my Government, a fresh Memorandum which has a becring 
on the same subject, 

Plense accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my 
highest consideration, 


M. HASSAN 


The Honourable, 
The Secretary of State, 


Vashington, D, ©, 


Memorandum ! 


The persecution of the Jews by the Axis Powers having 
been just marked by a recrudescense of arrests and executions 
in Germany and ita satellites, 4t seeme that the governmenta 
of Grert Britein and the United States of America, accordingly, 
decided to conjointly take such steps as may remedy the sit— 
uation, and ask neutral nations to facilitate the nigration 
of thousands of these jews from Europe, 

Vhilet Sympathizing with this humanitarian action, 

Egyvt, having always teken interest in a fair and equitable 
settlement of the Palestinian question, wiehes to emphasize 
once again and call for the maintenance of the statue quo in 
Palestine, recommending that the proposed fresh migration of 
Jews be diverted to lands other than Paleatine, better 
equipped with natural resources and bvoseibilities of produc- 
tion, Besides, it would be contrary to high moral prinal ples, | 
when trying to alleviate the sufferings of the Jews, indi-~ 
genous inhabitants of Palestine would suffer as & consequence 
of such process, 

Morcover, Palestine is already overpopuloted, and a 
fresh influx of emigrés cannot but tend to accentuate even 
further an already acute food problem, her possibility for 
the absorption of fresh arrivals having already surpassed 
her capacity for such, In fact, the bitter @xperiences of 
the immediate past tena to show the unwisdom and perils of 
a continuation of Jewish immigration into Palestine, 


For under whatever guise or pretext such immigration 


46 tolerated and countcnanced, such activities cannot but 


prove detrimentel to the hrabs, who have repeatedly and 


justly Gomplained of the Zionist activities, 


At the moment that the United Nations proclaim the 


necessity of the Arab peoples to unite in evolving and 


contributing to a new order of civilisation, 4t would be 


most wnfortunats, indeed, to lose sight of the fact of 


Palestine sseking to have the questi:n of her independence 


transcend all. otner issues, 


Moreover, all freah ammigration into this land cannot 


but give rise to troubles and difficulties at a period vwhen 


the maintenance of peace and tranquility in this part of the 


world 16 most essential and tndiepensable, 


Washington, tarch 29, 1943, 


a 


werner dargearere ¢ 


Mert 6, 1048 
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FOREIGN NATIONALITY GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES 


MEMORANDUM BY THE FOREIGN HATIONALITUES BRANCH 
STRATEGIC SERVICES 


T 0 THE DIRECTOR 0 F 


Number 118 April 9, 1943 


ARAB-AMERICAN POLITICAL REFLECTIONS 


Political discussion engaging the attention of the Arabic- 
language community of the United States during the past two months, 
although revealing almost complete unanimity on 4 few questions 
such as opposition to Zionism and to the project for the formation 
of a Jewish army, has again demonstrated the underlying political 
and religious divisions which split this group into factions. 


Numbering some 160,000, the Arabic-language community in the 
United States comprises mainly Arabs of Lebanese and Syrian origin 
along with much less numerous elements from Palestine and Transjordan, 
and very small contingents from Iraq, Egypt, and North Africa. Al- 
though rather widely dispersed throughout the United States from the 
East Coast to the West, they have tended to congregate in certain 
large centers: Boston, Lawrence, Fall River, and Worcester in Massa~ 
chusetts; New York City; Detroit; Cleveland, Akron, Canton, and 
Toledo in Ohio; Jacksonville, Florida; Houston, Texas; and Los 
Angeles. The Lebanese and Syrians are for the most part Christians, 
the former generally adhering to the Maronite, the latter princi- 
pally to the Syrian Orthodox ,Church. (The Maronites are A distinct 
denomination with their own liturgy but they are in communion with 
the Roman Catholic Church.) There are also some Moslem Arabs in 
the United States, and likewise a few representatives of the mystical 
Druse sect. The following survey touches on the principal subjects 


of recent political controversy among these elements. 


North Africa Arab-American opinion has been enthusiastic over 
the liberation of Tripoli from the Italian yoke 
and from Fascist misrule, but fears have been expressed concerning 
American policy in North Africa. Al-Bayan; Syrian Druse newspaper 


of Brooklyn which is Pan-Arabic in orientation, has been exercised 
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over the situation in Algeria and Morvcco. arguing (January 30. 
March 9) that the sacrifices made by the Arubs, the losses they 
have tneurred. and the indirect as well as the active help they 
have given on a generous scale to the allied cause have been vire- 
tually ignored in almost a1] official and unofficial reports from 


the North African front. 


Commenting on this sutifect. a well-informed nationalistic 
Arab-American states: 


"Arab opinion in this country and abroad is resentful of 

the way the North African situation ts treated as a purely 
Franco-Americun affair. with the native Arab population all 
but dgnered. Arabs regard North Africa as an Arab land and 
the French as usurpers. and they louk forward tu the time 
when they may be rid not only of the Nazi-Faseist threat but 
also of the French and Spanish. The belief that the United 
States has guaranteed the restoration of the French Empire 
does not appeal to the Arabs in North Africa; to them it 
means the continuation of an abhorrent status quo. North 
African Arab nationalism has its aspirations. How will these 
asptrations be treated by the United States, especially when 
they conflict with the policy of our French allies?" 


Turkey Arabs have always been suspicious and alarmed 

over rumors of secret treatles negotiated by 
their neighbors. This attitude is reflected in Arab-American vom- 
ment on the meeting of Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Presi- 
dent Ismet Inonu of Turkey at Adana. The progressive swing of 
Turkey toward the side of the United Nations is noted, and the 
importance of such a development is recognized; but an underlying 
fear that a deal has been arranged is the cause of some concern to 
the nationalist as-Sameer of Brooklyn (February 4). which hints 
that it would like to know, but does not openly ask, at whose ex- 
pense the alleged understanding has been reached. Comment on the 
article, obtained from a well-qualified Arab-American source, 
points out that France made a "deal" with Turkey (confirmed by a 
treaty of dune 23, 1939) for the cession of Alexandretta and that 
as head of the Turkish state Mustapha Kemel Ataturk tefore his 


death expressed a destre to regain Damascus. Thus it is not 
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unnatural, this source points out, for the Arabs to be somewhat 
alarmed over a possible Turkish danger to northern Syria. 


Pan-Arabism The aspiration to achieve some sort of Arabic 
unity in Africa and the Near East after the war 
4s a constant subject of discussion and of disagreement among Arab- 
Americans. Ardent supporters of Pan-Arabism advocate an economic 
union of all the Arab states and the political union of Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, Palestine, and Transjordan. They generally exclude Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt because they believe that the first still lags far 
behind culturally and the second wants to remain a separate nation, 
unless it can be assured hegemony over the proposed union. Unionist 
views are strongly presented by al-Bayan whenever an occasion offers; 
and essentially the same attitude is held by the non-separatist 
Lebanese al-Isiah of New York. It was al-Islah which recently (Janu- 
ary 29 and February 5) called for a revival of the Arab National 
League, the organization voluntarily disbanded in May 1941. 


Lebanese The separatists are the Lebanese Maronites who 
Separatists feel conscious of themselves as a national entity 

and wish to have an independent republic of their 
own. Their organ is the daily al-Hoda of New York which takes advan- 
tage of every opportunity to urge its point of view, often in a 
challenging and far from conciliatory manner. St. Patrick's Day, for 
example, was taken by al-HYoda (March 17, 19) as an opportunity to 
compare the Saint of Ireland with St. Maron of Lebanon, and to speak 
of the Irish and the Maronite nations. Concerning al-Hoda, an in- 
formed Syrian-American of nationalist sympathies makes the following 
comment: 


"Unwittingly al-Hoda offers the best and only explanation for 
Lebanese separatism when it speaks of the Naronite nation. 
Fear of religious persecution is the basis of Lebanese sepa- 
ratism. This fear has been fostered by French interests and 
transformed thereby into a fanaticism. Its influence upon the 
Arab speaking community here is adverse. Proponents of Lebanese 
Separatism fear Arab movements, and Arab movements regard Leban- 
ese separatism as a tool in the hands of French imperialism. 
Consequently the Arab-speaking community here is hopelessly 
divided, and the divisive elements echo in every aspect of the 
community's life." 
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An instance of this division may be seen in a minor dispute 
which broke out recently in connection with the Red Cross campaign, 
The Greek Orthodox Heraat-ul-Gharb, which generally follows a middle- 
of-the-road policy, in its issue of February 19 dealt approvingly 


with the effort of the Syrian-American community to raise a substan- 


tial fund for the American Red Cross. The project was to be a common 
effort of the community and thus promote unity. Archbishop Anthony 
Bashir, head of the Syrian Orthodox Church in America, called on his 
flock to respond generously and to make contributions in the names 

of the individual churches. The separatist al-Hoda (March 6) took 
exception to this and insisted that contributions should be offered 
in the names of their donors, Lebanese if they were Lebanese, Syrians 
if they were Syrians, etc. Thus a political and divisive note was 
interjected into what might otherwise have been a peaceful united 
movement. 


The Fight- The same disagreement appeared in connection 
ing French with an episode involving the alleged mistreatment 
of fifteen Syrian and Lebanese volunteers from the 
West Indies who had been enrolled in the Fighting French Army for 
combat in the Near East, but who ultimately found themselves at Fort 
Dix. The story, with many circumstantial details, was first pub- 
lished in the Syrian Orthodox as-Sayeh, a non-political journal of 
New York (February 8), when action to correct the situation of the 
men had already been initiated, Subsequently al-Hoda took the mat- 
ter up (February 25), stated that its editor had visited the camp 
and found the soldiers happy and contented, and charged as~Sayeh 
with making an unwarranted attack on the Fighting French. Two days 
later as-Sameer, Syrian Orthodox newspaper of Brooklyn, reported 
that the fifteen volunteers had been set free and demobilized, The 
editor took occasion, however, to direct sharp criticism at the 
French for their arrogant attitude towards Syrians and Lebanese, 
remarking: "This is not the first time the French have mistreated 
Syrian and Lebanese volunteers, since they did the same during the 
last war." In its issue of March 4 as-Sayeh replied to the attack 
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of al~Hoda, asserting that its original statement was moderate in 
in tone, and making o counter charge which accused al-Hoda of 
placing the interest of France above that of its own people. 


An Arab-American of moderate nationalist sentiments appraises . 
the situation as follows: . 


"The argument is still raging. It is an indication of 
Seething distrust against France, a protest against French 
policy in Syria and the Lebanon, and an open declaration 
that Syrian and Lebanese 'patriots' want naught of France, 


"Hitherto two Arabic papers (as-Sayeh and as-Sameer) have 

expressed themselves openly against French relations with 

Syrians and Lebanese, and only one, al-Hoda, defended the 

French. There is no telling when this incident will be ; 
Closed. It has done more to alienate Syrian and Lebanese 
opinion from France than anything else in recent months. 

Syrians in particular have been skeptical about French 

Good faith. Now they have no doubts about French bad faith. 

To their long list of grievances they have now added 


another, and it is seized upon to air Syrian and Lebanese 
sentiment against France." 


eas iN Yun gg 


Another factor disturbing Arab-French relations is the diffi- eo 
cult economic situation now prevailing in Syria and the Lebanon. 
Money is plentiful, but prices are high, food-and other materials 
of prime necessity are scarce, Shortages of supplies in the ‘open ‘ 
markets are constantly noted, while black markets flourish. Al~ | 
Hoda (February 4, 18) has called attention to this problem, and 
there is talk of organizing a committee to raise funds for relief, 
but disapreement as to the method to be followed has arisen. 

Some Arab-Americans believe that only organized relief, along the 
lines of the Near East Relief after the last war, can be effective, 
while others insist that individual relief will be adequate, each 
person here helping his relatives abroad. The advocates of indi- 
vidual relief are mainly the pro-French Lebanese Maronites with 
Separatist leanings, while those favoring an organized effort, 
believed to be the majority of the community, are the Arab 
nationalists, Greek Orthodox Syrians for the most part, who hold 


the French authorities responsible for the present inflation in 
the Near East. 
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Reports of distress and famine in the Hejaz, the cradle of 
Islam, have now aroused the interest and sympathy also of the 
Moslem community, as evidenced in the March 13 and 18 issues of 
al~Bayan., This paper has named o committee to raise funds, with 


the publisher of al~Bayan as its treasurer. 


Commenting on this news an Arab-American of moderate national- 


ist views says: 


"The activities of this committee will probably go beyond 
philanthropy. It aims at welding Arab opinion more closely 
together, in order to face the post-war problems that are 
destined to confront the Near East. Frankly the committee 
hopes to awaken Arab opinion here to the spiritual importance 
of the Hejaz not only in the Moslem world but also in the 
Arab world. For inspiration Arab nationalism and Pan- 
Arabisn always turn their eyes to the cradle of Islam, the 

lle faz." 


Anti-Zionisn One great problem on which almost all Arab- 

Americans without exception see eye to eye 
and toward which they ure able to present a solid united front 
is the problem of Zionism. As explained by an Arab-American 
commentator, the hostility of the dissolved Arab National League 
to the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine was repre- 
sentative of the position of an overwhelming majority of the 
Arabs in the United States. 


"The Arab National League," our commentator continues, "was 
disbanded by the action of its own standing committee in 
May 1941, six months before Pear] Harbor. The action was 
tuken and the State Department was informed that the step 
was taken in order to avoid embarrassing Great Britain in 
its great struggle for the survival of free institutions. 
Many among the Arabs had hoped to set an example for the 
Zionists. But with continued and increased Zionist 
agitation, the feeling spread that something had to be done 
to inform American public opinion. Iraq's entry into the 
war on the side of the United Nations removed the fear 
felt by Arab leadership here of being misunderstood or 
deliberately misrepresented and accused of pro-Axis 


en nn ne ee EE TARE EEEnanduatabgaihetahinmaamarsemetramimmeanaeanted 
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 


(13695} 


GE Af ps ote 
| 


Number 118 -~7- April 9 1983 * 


activity. The crux of the matter is that Arab opinion here 
and abroad is uneasy about. the effect of Zionist agitation. 
Furthermore, Zionism is an issue on which all Arab factions 
apree -- all being hostile. Arab opinion expects the Liqui- 
dation of political Zionismand would insist upon Traq's 
offices in this matter. No settlement which would countenance 
political Zionism in Palestine has any chance of being 
accepted by the Arabs." 


Expressing 4 growing feeling of alarm in the face of system- 
atic widespread Zionist propaganda , al~Islah, Lebanese but non- 
separatist, called (January 29) for 2 revival of the Arab National 
League. The call was repeated in the issues of February 5 and 16, 
with an urgent appeal to the Arabic-speaking community in the United 
States to organize in order to counteract Zionist propaganda. The 
arrival in this country of Moses Shertok, Zionist leader in Palestine, 
and his published statement that Palestine should house two million 
more Jews evoked on February 26, a sharp, sarcastic editorial in 
the normally moderate Meraat-ul~Gharb, which had already issued on 
February 24, under the caption "Wake Up Ye Arabs," an appeal to 
Arab-Americans for union and organization to combat Zionist aims. 
The support given to zionism by members of Congress and United 
States Government officials has contributed to an increase of 
Arab alarm and anxiety both in this country and abroad. Axis 
propaganda has lost no time in spreading the news to the Arab 
world in the Middle East that the adherence of American officials 
to the.Zionist cause meant official support of Zionism by the 
United States Government. The fervently nationalistic al-Bayan 
entered the arena on February 25 with a vigorous denunciation of 
foreign rule, mandates, and all forms of imperialism, and an 
urgent exhortation for closer cooperation among the Arabs in the 
post-war period. This appeal was directed to the Arabs them- 
selves to work out their own salvation; reference to the Atlantic 


Charter was conspicuously absent. 


Anticipating the Zionist mass meeting in New York City on 
March 10, al-Bayan continued its crusade on March 5 with a 
vigorous condemnation ot Zionism and Zionist aspirations in 
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Palestine, urging all the Arabs in this country to organize and to 
send telegrams of protest against Zionism to the authorities in 
Washington, 


Advertisements appearing in the metropolitan newspapers on 
behalf of Zionism and the Jewish army incited the literary as~Sayeh, 
to take up the fight for Arab rights. A strongly worded article in 
the March 8 issue argued that Zionist claims were irreconcilable 
with the principles for which the United Nations were fighting this 
war, since they clearly violated the rights of self-determination 
and constituted a direct aggression against the native population h- 
of Palestine. On March 15, as~Sayeh asserted that Zionist propa- 
ganda had failed in Britain and was now being disseminated in the 
United States; it declared that the Zionists by their continued 
pronaganda were already sowing the seeds of another war. 


From a trustworthy source it is learned that published expres- 
Sions of sentiment fall far short of representing the formidable 
Volume of’ such feelings now stirring the Arab-American community 
from one end of the United States to the other. The question has 
become a vital and paramount issue on which Arab-Americans form a 
united front, forgetting most of their differences and disagreements 
on other matters. A summary of the present state of the problem, 
obtained from the source already cited, is worth quoting: 


"Arab opinion here believes that if the Arabs have desisted : 
for the duration from agitation against British policies in 

Palestine, the Zionists should at least do the same. Further- 

more, Arab opinion here and elsewhere is opposed to any Zionist 

scheme, They see Zionism infringing on the principles of the 

Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter. In the minds of the 

Arabs here and abroad the Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Char- 

ter mean self-determination, if they mean anything at all. 

Incidentally, the Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter are va 
our best selling points throughout the Arab world, Espousing 

Zionist aims would nullify their influence among these peoples." 


Support of the This survey of political problems about which the 
War Effort Arab-American community is concerned cannot be 
concluded without reference to the fact that the 
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war effort of the United States has received and is receiving the 
whole-hearted, unreserved support of all groups and factions alike. 
The situation has been described by a loyal and clear-sighted Arab- 
American as follows: 


"There is hardly a Syrian-American home which has not already 
given one or more sons to the armed forces. Many have already 
lost their sons in the war, Thig has resulted in increased 
loyalty and in the feeling that every Syrian home has a part 
in this war. Sacrifice has made the way more meaningful to 
the Syrian-Americans. They are therefore more enthusiastic 
and united behind the war effort. In fact these sacrifices 
might yet unite all the factions. There would be no more 
Syrians or Lebanese, but only Americans of Syrian and Lebanese 
descent." 
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Tidda, Saua4t Arabia, May 6, 1943 | 
{ 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject: Kine Ibn Saud tg Attitude toward a 
Zionist Solution in Palestine, 


The Honorable 
e Secretary of State, 
Vashington, 


I have the honor to refer to the Devartment 'g 
strictly Confidential instruction no. 36 dated Maroh 20, 
3 with which wag transmitted & memorandum Of a oon-~ 

versation relating to Palestine between Dr. Chaim 
Veizmann and Certain of his &880ciates and Officers of 
he Departnent, 


n t ly 
dominant and in the event of any conflict with the thirg 
factor or friendship with the British Covernnent,, the 
religious motif woulg undoubtedly prevail, Aside from 


his own prestige he undoubtedly feels most Sincorely his 
responsibilities to the Arab world ag an Arab leader, 


There igs little likelinhoog that Ibn Saud under» any 
a 


ae oe 


time when Ibn Saud is sending a second letter on the 
subject of Palestine to the President. Now the voices 
of many Arab loaders are baing raised with various pro~- 
posals and countor proposals and the Ning no doubt 

feols that ho should also make some use of his 

4nfluence in the onuse of hrabism.e Thore is no question 
now, or was there previously, of Ibn Seud's sincere 
{nterest in the Arab position in Palostine. 


Respectfully yours, 


J, Harold Shullaw 
Charged d'affaires ad interim 


To Department in triplicate. 


eA 


Copies to Tegations in Calro and Baghdad. 
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To. 112 


on 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia, May 15, 1943 . eK 
Subject: Ibn Saud, Zioniam ana Pan-Arab Aspirations, 


amen anaes tg gS Se 


The 'Monorable 
The Secretary of State, 
“ashington, 


Sir: 


I have the honor to rofor to strictly confidential 
despatch no. 218 datea Maroh 8, 1943 from the Legation 
in Baghdad and to furnish the Department with certain 
observations relating to the Saudi Arebfan angle of tho 
desnatoh under reforence. 


him to becong more interested in publioity possibilitios, 
da 


& 
United “tates, It in ny understanding that they have 
conveyed these sentiments to Shaikh Yusur YASSTit in the 
sourse of conversations on Arab aspirations, 


Yusuf Yassin 45 convinced of the advisability of 
the Arabs presenting their case before the Anerican public 
and there have been a number of inoidents in recent months 
indicating that his mind 4s actively engaged with such 
projects, During the visit to Saudi Arabla of the two 
LITE correspondents in February of this year, Shaikh Yusur 


lor the King to the President may very well lead to a re= 


quest for publication. Saudi Arabia's potentialities in 
the field or propaganda are very linited beaause of the 
lack of mon with a knowledge of English who could be sent 
abroad to direct publloity work, 


“ith regard to the visit of the Sauat Arab Chargé 
— Baghdad to Riyadh several months ago, it ig believed 


Chargé 


~ 2 = 


Chargé could give him. For this reason the ‘aud 
Charg6's presence was considered worthwhile. The 
Chargé as previously reported, returned to Baghdad 
as a lfinister. Considering Nourd Said's omission 
of montion of Transjordania in his conversations with 
the Saudi Chargé concerning tho proposed union of 
Syria, Talestine and the lebanon, Ibn Saud might well 
consider a cheek on any proposals made by Nourl 
through his owm Minister worthwhile. In any case, 
aftor his recent trip to paved Shaikh Yusuf told 
me with some asperity that Nouri Said was a liar in 
whom the Arabs could have no trust. Again on this 
occasion he reiterated his belief that the people 

of Iraq had more confidonce in ibn Saud than in 
their own rulers. 


Respectfully yours, 


Tv, Warold --hullaw 
Chare6 d'affaires ad interin 
To Nepartnment in triplionte. 
Copies to Legations at Cairo and Baghdad. 
BOO «+. if 71 
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Baghdad, May 20, 1943. 
No. 305 
SPRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Subjoot: Shafiq HADDAD Gives Legation lemorandum 
on Conversation with Moise SHERTOK Last 
Year on Palestine Cuestion. 


The Honorable 
Tho Secretary of State, 
Washington, De C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Department's 
{instruction no. 49 of Maroh 20, 1943, trananaitting 
a menorandum of a conversation rolating to Palestine 
wiioh took place on March 3, 1943, between Dr. Chain 
WELZUANN, Mix. Moise Shertok and certain other Zionist 
leaders and officers of the Departiont. 


The Legation has obtained from Shafiq Haddad, 
Iraqi Military Attaché-designate at Washington, pri- 
vately and confidentially a statement regarding a talk 
whieh Mr. Haddad had with ltr. Moise Shertok at Jeru~ 
salem in May 1942. This statement is forwarded as 
an onclosure horewlth for the Department's {nfornation, 
not only to show how far l'r. Shertok's attitude apparen- 
tly changed in tho ten months between talking with 
My. Haddad and appearing at the Departnont, but also 
to indioate Mr. Hiaddad's own views on the Arab-Jew~ 
ish conflict of interests in the Levant, Mr. Haddad 
himself 4s tho author of the memorandun, Mr. Shertok 
49 referred to as S. and the British Ambassador at 
Baghdad, Sir Kinahan CORNWALLIS, ie mentioned as 
HE. (for His Excellency) « 


lr. Haddad now states frankly that his miasion 
in the United States is primarily to work in the in- 
terests of Arab unifioation, although he asserts that 
neither he nor Dr. Fadhil JAMALI, the Counsellor-des- 
4gnate of the Iraqi Legation at Washington and another 
propagandist for the Arab cause have been given any 
written instructions, either regarding their Govern- 
ment's policy on Pan-Arabism or concerning their own 
activities in the United States. He says also that 
he has discussed his talk with Mr. Shortok only with 
the British Ambassador. At the tine the Ambassador 
stated that he would inform the Minister of State at 
Cairo regarding it, in an effort to ascertain his own 
Government's attitude toward such proposals as were 
made, but the deteriorating British military situation 
of the sumer months of 1942, oulminating in Rommel's 
advance to El Alamein, evidently prevonted any ocon~ 
sideration of the proposals. 


The Department 


wD 


Tho Departuent will note the suggestion of tho 
nune or Enir void, half-brother of tho lato King 
Feisal of Iraq, as Sovereign of the proposed Syro~ 
Palestinian state. Revised Confidential Blographic 


Data on Ruir veia is forwarded concurrently with 
this despatoh. 


Respectfully yours, 


Thosias MK, Wilson 
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Enolosure: oe 
Copy of woehorandua, as stated, 


To the Department in original ana hectograph, 
Copies to: 


Anerioan Legation, Beirut. 
Ane rican Consulate General, Jerusalem, 


(Cory) 


Enolosure to despatoh NO. 305 of May 20, 1943 fron 
American Legation, Baghdad. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1. The writer net S. early in May, 1942, through a 
wutual friend. The ueeting took place at S.'s house 
and lasted frou about 4.15 Pe mM. to nearly 6.15 p. m. 
‘Aftor proliminary discussions on the merits of politi- 
oul promises and docunents, certain basio agreement 
was reached fuirly quickly Owing to the frank attitude 
of both parties, Opinion was agreed on the following 
points - 

(a) Promises and agree.ents made under stress 

during World War I, have often been overlooked 

or greatly modified at the Versailles Confer- 

6nce and later during the period of political 

settlement which reolly stretched into the be- 


b) The Zionist Jows had through their effiotent 
Organisation and almost unlimited flow of funds, 
established and developed certuin eoononic units 
in Palestine which no one can Overlook or dony 
them the right thus acquired for theeprotection 
of their vested interests and communal wellbeing. 


barriers which wore set up by Franoe and Great 
Britain in an endeavour to carry out a policy 


(e) That in a world whore freedom is seoure, 
Palestine will only be visited by Jews whose 
religious oconviotion will lead them to sacri- 
floe a comfortable standard of living for pion- 
eering life in Palestine. 


2. With the above points as a fundanental understanding, 
the existing situation was then surveyed politioally, 
psychologically ana aduinistrativoly and it was found 
that ~ 
(a) Cortain political oirounstances were not 
dissinilar to those prevailing when the late 
King Faisal I (then Amir Faisal) reached an 
agreonent with Dy. Chaim Weizmann. Points of 
couparison: tho French in the Lebanon and Syria 
and the desire of the 2ionists to extend their 
econouic activities into Syria. 
(b) The usual political turmoi& that prevails 
at a peace conference and consequent multipli-~ 
cation of issues which usually sucosed in over- 
Shadowing the main issue. This together with 
the usual apathy that follows great exertion and 
consequent withdrawal of certain war services 
before an efficient civil service has been firmly 
estublishod, have led S. and the writer to the 
conclusion that ~ 
(o) The time had come for the moderates anong 
the Arabs and Jews to investigate to the full 
all possibilities of a mutual understanding based 
on popular wishes and desires of the people so as to 


revive 


-2~ 


revive the spirit of the Faisal-\eizaann Agree- 
ment of January, 1919. 


3e S. und the writer then speculated puroly as private 
individuals on what would be acoeptable to jirabs and 
Jews ond the following conditions wero reached ~ 


(a) Syria and Palestine to form One eoonowto 

unit. 
(bd) Jews to have cortain districts dan Syria 

opened to thei for economic development against 
which thuy will recognise ullegianoco to an Arab 
King over the unitad two stutes. Several person- 
alities woro inentioned and for the tino being 

the Anir Zaid, half brother of the late hing 
Faisal, was found nost suitable owing to his 
modern education (Oxford 1926/7) und his broad 
point of view, 

(c) Inmnigration to be wutually agreed upon on 

tho basis of a certuin nunber spread over a period 
of yours. 

(ad) Speotal privileges to municipalities where 
Jews are in a large majority. Those suniol pale 
ities will have their own police force und magis~ 
trates with jwerioun and British Liaison Officers 
betwoen rab and Jowish jolice Porces. These 
Officers will also serve for purposes of training 
and controlling. 

(8) A freely elected house of representatives to 
which the cabinet will be responsible, 

(f) The whole arrangeuont to be under the guaran- 
tee of the U.S.A. and Groat Britain whose represen- 
tiatives will have the rigut to veto any moasure ; 
adopted by parlianent whioh may direotly affeot 
any oY the ulnorities. 


(a) S. and the writer agreed that it was essential 
to secure the agreeuent of the British Government 
in principle to the above proprannue before sub- 
witting and oanvassing the propositon to their 
respective partivs. S. was to approach British 
representatives in Jerusaleu and Cairo and the 
writer the British Authoritios in iraq. 

(bo) Tho Position of Trans jordan was exenined and 
it was agroed that 4t would bo neither fair nor 
politic to inelude that state in any scheme that 
would ourtail the power or interests. of the Amir 
Abdallah. His position 1s to be respected in 
view of the wrx praise-worthy efforts he has 
made during this war. On the other hand, no 
natter how suitable his personality may be in 
ruling and aduinistering desert tribes, it would 
be unappreoiated sanong the inhabitants ofr Pales- 
tine and Syria who, as a4 whole, are muoh more 
inclined towards modern standards. 

(c) The Lebanon was also touched upon and its 
various religious, politioal and econonic prob~ 
lens were examined. It was found that the apeoial 
problem of the Lebanon placed it in a similar 
Situation as Trans jordan as far as the proposed 
Syrian-Palestine Aduinistrative Union is concerned, 
(a) Both the states of the Transjordan and the 
Lebanon were assumed by S. and tho writer to join 
the Palestine-Syrian Union in an eoononio feder- 
ation provided that such a federation would not 
interfere in any way with the full sovereignty 

of these two states and in the case of the Lebanon 


whatever 


5 
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whatever autonomous rights it enjoyed during the 

Turkish Rupire, should be brought under the joint 
guarantee of the U.3.A. and Groat Britain so that 
by joining assurance and confidenos to the COhris-~ 
tian seotion of the population, a grester neasuTe 
of co-operation with the other Arab stutes would 

bo possible. 


(a) About a fortnight after the above meeting took 
place, the writer subiaitted his conversation with 
S. to H.E. in Baghdad and pressed the urgency of 
establishing a oonstructive policy right now as 
the existing war services (Intelligenco, propa~ 
ganda, Military rrivileges, Sooret Funds, eto, 
ete) were rully devoloped and oppable of inter~ 
preting any fair and praotical solution to the 
advantages of the inhabitants of the countries 
concerned and to gauge the real desiron of the 
people. Moreover, for reasons of seourity, it 
would bo fairly easy to remove from the soene 
those professional politicians, of which PDanasous 
abounds, who would obstruct any solution to 
furthor their yersonal interest. 

(db) How. ts porsonal reaction was favorable and 
expressed the opinion that the matter was in- 
portant enough to subuit to the Minister of 

State in Cairo. 

(0) Unfortunately, events of more immediate in- 
portance occured shortly after, ond the writer 
never hoard unything further on the subdject, nor 
does the writer know, if S. was able to secure 

an opinion from the British Government at his 

end. 

(d) The @aots romuin that S. is now working for a 
policy that vas never suggested or discussed during 
the ueeting mentioned above. ‘fhe force with which 
S. is cenvassing in the U.S.A. the present “ionist 
policy leads the writer to believe that either S. 
was grossly insinvere in his meeting with hin 

or exasperated by the British indifferent atti- 
tude to the sincereat and most beneficial conpre 
Onise that was ever atteuwpted between Arabs and 
Jews. 


Baghdad, June 12, 1943. 


Strictly Confidential 


No. 340 


Subjeot: Comment on Pauper Received by the De partrient 
fron a Private Source Relating to Current 
Political Nevelopnents in the Noar Bast. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
vashington, D. C, 


Sir: 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the 
Department's instruction no. 64 of May 8, 1943, for~ 
warding a copy of u paper reovived by the Department 
fron a private source relating to the current political 
situation in the Nuar “eat, The Legation's comnenta 
on the subject matter of this paper are requested. 


This pader oontains in rosund substantiolly the same 
material which has been reported at length by this Le- 
gation over the poriod of the past six months. Nuri 
Pasha's nonorundum to the ‘inister of State, Myr. Casey, 
ut Calro was trunanitted with the Legution's despatch 
no. 173 of February 2, 1943, while despatoh no. 171 of 
the sane day reported Nuri'g approach to Ibn Saud on 
the subject of Zionisn. ‘The Legution's desputoh no. 218 
of Maroh &, 1943, dealt oxhaustively with Nuri's dealings 
with Ibn Saud on the questions of Zlonian, of Arab 
federation, and of the necessity of setting up an Arab 
propaganda center in the United Stutes. Various othor 
recent despatohes (os. 116 of Decenbar 16, 1942, 221 
of roe ae 1913, eu of ee 2k, Tae at pte of 
May 21, 1943, as well as Confidentia ORraphio Data 
dated Yebruary 19, 1943 on Shefik Haddad, tay 3 1943, 
on Doctor Fadhil Januli, May 26, 1943, on Judge H. I. 
Lloyd, and Hay 26, 1943, on iiss Freya Stark) have dealt 
with individuals who will have a Part in the Arab prop. 
ganda effort in the United Stutes. The Jidda Logution'tg 
despatches no. 93 of March ds 1943, no. 104 of April 
27, 1943, and no. 112 of May 15, 1943, tle in with the 
subject natter of this Legation's despatches referred 
to above. 


Wth regard to Ibn Saud'gs displeasure at Mr. iendell 
WLilkie's friendly manner towurd Nurd Pasha and Iraq, 
the cause for this was reported in the Legation's des~ 
patoh no. 218 of Meroh 8, 1943, us being Ir, Willkie 'g 
reference in January, 1943, in a telegran of congratu- 
lation on Iraq's entry into the war to Nurd'g "fine 
leadership of the Arab world" and Nuri's reply, "We 
know that in you tho Arabs have a firm friend who will 
see that thoy secure independence and unity in the peace 
settlenont." The Legnution has reported tine and again 


that/ 


front and for being represented at the Peace Conference 
"8 48 single powerful bloc ruther than ag unitary snail 
States. The fact thet Nurg Pasha and the Iraqi Pan- 
Arabs are taking such active leadership in the rove 

for federation, in the event of its Successful fruition, 
would be oxpected to put then in the Position of being 
likely Spokesnen for the federation ut the Conforence, 


Here ut Baghdad there has been rising Governtient 
concern ut the effentiveness of “Lonist Proparanda in 
the United Stetes, und local people friendly to the 
United States huve begun to repeat whut the axig radio 
broadcasts have been saying for nonths: that Britain 
and Anerice are taking Opposing sides in the Palestinian 
Suestion, Britain with the Arebdg and America with the 


way they see or Saving their hegenony {n this area fron 
the Onslaught of the enpire-hungry Anoricans, 


48 8een fron Sughdad the eVidenoe ig less that the 
British deli dorately wish to fostor Arab Lederetion than 
that they wish to prevent too Vigorous Ploweri ngs of 
“lonian. ifany of the lesding British in this area have 
becone sentinentally uttuched to the Arab end his cuuse 
during their yeers of residence here. Like the Ameri. 
cans, they foal Sympathy for the under=dor, and resent 
the S€éressiveness or the “Jonists, They nsturally 
tond, therefore, to interest thonselves in projects for 
jtrongthening the virab hand, and they favor such moves 
as the setting up of an Arab infornotion Oenter at 
‘ashington. ag the Legetion has already reported (Con- 
Fidential Biorrs, hic Date or Hay 26, 1943) Miss Freya 
Stark, who {5 to tour the United States in the Fali on 
behuly of the Arabs, ig fOing ut the Oxpense and under 
the aegis of the British Ministry of Infornation, and it 
is not unlikely thut Other British friends of the Arab 
cause will bo sent fron the Middle Nast on like missions, 


Respectfully yours, 


T. Me. Wilson 


File No. “99 ety 
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To the Department {in Original ana Heotograph, 


No. 138 
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TWdda, Saudi Arabia, June 26, 1943 ge 


Subfest: Faner with Rerard to ‘rah “ictionel . 
Aspirations Obtained by the Departnent 
from Private Sources. 


SERICTI Y COMRLDE TIAL 
STAT SADA LSE TLS Ed 


The Nonorable : 
The Seerotary of State, 
“ashington. 


Sir: 


T have the honor to refer to the Devartoent 's 
Strictly Confidential Instruction no, 45 deted lay 8, 
194.3, estine tata Teration te eoraent ON 2 pp o2 relating 
to tha current politienl situntion in the Meer wast, 
obtained ty the Nepertment fron a private souree. 


Iatomation In the possession of this :isston tends 
to show that the napor ts essentially correct. “The 
neviorandu: of “urd PASMA delivered to Mr. Casey, british 
Vinistor of State in Catro, Wurt Tasha's approach to King 
IBN SAUD, and Iraqi solicitude for /merioan public 


messere of King fbn Saud to the Lloenl Brits 24 nonation, 
and the Vinets messare ag desoribed {n the paper indicates 
en attitude similar to thst reported in telerran no. 723 


Thea views attributed in Seotion III of the paper to 
the Uritish Covernréent with refard to the dosimbility of 
publioizine the Arab point of view 4n the United “tates 
correspond clonely to the views expressed to members of 
this Leration by the Pritish Charré d'affaires. Cn 
several occasions, Vr, “ikeley has expressed fear that 
ZLonist nropagenda in the United Ttatos may, if no countor 
measures are taken, result in American support for Zionist 
plans at the peace conference following the present. war. 

In his opinion, it would be useful for the Arabs, meaning 
thereby the Sandi Arabs, to set up a publicity organization 
of thoir own to prosent Arab claims to the American public. 


“re “ikeley has expressed similar views to Shaikh 
YUSUF YASSIN, and Shaikh Yusuf arrees enthusiastically. It 
is not known whether Shaikh Yusuf adopted the opinion of 
Mr, ‘“ikeley or of others, or whether he developed the same 
ideas indepondontiy. At any rote, it wos a conrenial 
subject for Shaith Yusuf, who some years aco was forced to 
leave Syria because of his Arab nationalist activities, and 


who 


a DP wo 


who was at one time jailed by the British authorities 

in Palestine for the seme ronson. Tir. “Akeloy has oven 
sucrested informally to Shaikh VYusut thet the lstter 
mirht ro to the Vnited Ctates to direct the Arab publicity 
campaien. Shailh Yusuf has for sone tine represented 

the Saudi Arab Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Jidda, and 
in that capacity han caused what seaned to be needless 
difficulties for diplomatic missions established hero, 
particularly for the Britishe The suggestion that Shaikh 
Yusuf should go to the United States may, therefore, have 
a purpose that dogs not show on the surface. 


The Kine, lixowise, 1s acnvert to the belief that 
auiteble publleit- in the United “tates would be 
beneficial to the \rabs. The subject hes cone up in 
scoveral soavoryations botweoen members of this leration 
and Shaikh Yusut Yassin, and with Amir FAISAT. (Despatch 
Noe 125 dated cune 7, 1943). 


The ossentiul fuots of Uurt Yasin's vlen, and the 
reaction wile it vroduced in “aud srabia seo to be 
faixly clear; but since they heave been reportnd ricce}- 
moal, it mivht be wall to summnarizne the develonnent of 
the prosont situntion. 


l. “arly in the vresent year, Nuri Pasha submitted 
to tho British winister of Jtate in Vatro a memorandum 
outlining conditions for the organization of an ‘rab 
state of Syria (to include Dalesting) and for an Arab 
confedoration ut the end of the war, composed of the en- 
lareod Syrin, Tros,, Caudi Aarabin, and perhaper eventually 
other Arab and pseudoeArnab states, 


2, Jbout tha game time, Muri Pasha appronched the 
Saudd Legention in Baghdad with his plans. One ot the 
points which he mide was the danger that Zionist 
propeganda, if unchoeckod, wieht cause anorican public 
opinion, and consequently the American Covernnent, to 
support “tonist claims at the end ot the war, to the 
detriment of Arab rights. Nuri Fashea therefore suggested 
to Tin: Ton Crud a publicity camnaton to present the Arab 
point ot vicw to the American public, and so to countere 
act “ioniss influence. 


3. aing Don Vaud, while sympathetic with any sims 
calculated to cnhence the Arab position in the world, 
digtrusted both Nuri Pasha and the ruling house in Iraq. 
The doclarations of Nahas Vasha and /mir Abdullah of 
Transjordan tanded to confirm the suspicion of King Tbn 
Saud that argrandizemont of the political fortunes of the 
Hashinite family is at least one of Nuri Pasha's ains. 


4. ‘bout this time, Ming Ibn Saud, who theretofore 
had ignored the possibilities of publicity abroad, began 
to show solicitude for the opinion of the American public. 
This might be a specific application, aroused by Nuri 
Pasha's suggestion, of a more general feeling on the part 
of the King that nis inactivity and silence toward Arab 
aspirations might iator on be attributed by Nuri Yesha 
and others prominent In the Arab movement, to negligence 
or indifference, thus prejudicing the position of the King. 
Whatover his reasoning, tho hing has now becomo a convert 
to the dootrine that suitable publicity in the United 
States oan only be beneficial to the Arab cause. 


Ne has 


ene 


ae ae 


Faohas grantod an intorvienys to ane .scerfann journal-~ 


ist, (ol 4fvering to the Journalist eo stetesent of Mie viows 
With corurd to Yalentine; ho has aonatlered 1 recnanst for 


ahh 
an intorview received fron another f‘merionun revorter sole- 
ly on the ground that eranciiu: or rofusing the intoerviow 
mieht be cond or bad publioeity in tno United States; he 
has oxccrogsed o dautre to publish and otroulate ‘n the 
“ait: “bates eoples of hig exchange Of letters with the 
“resident tn 1938 on the subject of Palestine; ond Shaith 
Yusur Yassin las dnblricbed that the King: any nlgso desire 
to publish the Letter which he wrote to the President in 
“ay 1943, ay woll ay the Presidont's raply. 


Tt will be noted tant altrougeh Mane Toa teud Approves 
suitable publicity in tho ited States for uaah alng, 
there hag bean ao dadtieatton tics ho intends to cooperate 
in any way with Iraqi or otner CLOUPH. 


de Shaikh Yusut Yassin ts now in tiyndh, and one of 
the subjects whieh he Mntended, at the tine of hits 
derurture fron Tidda, to dlseuss wlta the King was the 
advisabllity, kind, nal extent of “reh publicity for the 
Amorican public. 


6. Tho Britiey Tegntion in Tidda has encouraged 
the Line to embark on a publicity campaign in the Mited 
States, and apparently the Pritish authorities in Iraq ’ 
have done likewise, even to the extent of providing Miss 
freya Stark as a lecturer, Further, it 4s unlikely that 
Nuri Tasha brought the subject up with Eine Ton Saud 
without the knowledge and at least the ncquioscence of 
the British. It must be something of a relief to the 
British to find the Arabs conceiving the United States as 
the potential sponsor of the “Lonists., By comparison, 
the British may appear to the Arabs as pro-Arab. 


Respeotfully yours, 


Lend 


James 3, loose, jr. : 
Charged dtaffetyres ad interim ee 
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*o the Depertinent tn ortetnal only, 

Copy to the Anexioan Teeation in Snira and Barhdad. 
SOO. 
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Code: 


Paraphrase 


‘TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


7 &. & CovERNEr* “RIFTINS CFTR i—110 
AmLegation, Cairo Date: July 24, 12 noon 
No.: 
Strip Received: July 25, 8 a.m. 


Most Immediate 

Department's No. 969 dated July 22, 3 p.m. 
to Cairo follows: 

Secret for the Minister. 

The Department proposes to issue on July 27, 
1943, 12 noon, the statement which follows and 
shall advise you later of the actual issuance 
thereof. 

Sections two and three of this message will 
be found in Department's 970 and gif. 

Kirk 


ee gtey 


Filr Na. 800 
MPH/~ 


¢ 


From: 


Code: 


Date: 
No.: 


AmLegation, Cairo July 23, 7 Pelte 


Brown Received: July 23, 19 


Following is Department's 970, July 22, 4 pm. 
to Cairo: 
Government® of the of 
"the/United States and/the United Kingdom having in 


mind the terms of the United Nations declaration of 


.. January 1, 1942, are agreed that while publio discussions 


on controversial 4nternational questions are in general 
désirable in order to promote an informed public opinion 
and clarifioution of the issues invoixet it is undesir- 
able that special viewpoints should be pressed while the 
war 1s in progress to such an extent as to create undue 
anxiety among United Nations and other friendly govern- 
ments and peoples. 


"In this connection-the Government of the United 
States and of the United Kingdom have taken note of 
public disoussions and activities of a political nature 
relating to Palestine and consider that it would be 
helpful to the war effort if these were to cease. As 
in the case of other territorial problems it is not in 
their view essential that a settlement of the Palestine 
question be achieved prior to the conolusion of. the war. 
Nevertheless if the interested Arabs and Jews can reach 
a friendly understanding through their ow efforts. 
before the end of the war, such a development would be 
highly desirable. In any case the British Government has 
already stated that no decision affecting the basio sit- 
uation 4n Palestine would be reached without full con- 
sultation with all concerned including both Arabs-and | 
Jews. But the British Government wishes to make it olear 
that it has no intention of permitting or acquiesoing in 
any ohanges brought about by force in the status of <al- 
estinen or the administration of the country. The United 
States Government is in full accord with this policy." — 


KIRK 


File No. 800 
FW:mph 
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 Paraphrase 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


©. & OUTEREND™ *aErTINE CrTIES 11108 
AnLegation, Cairo Date: July 24, 1 pom. 
No.: 
Strip: Received: July 25, 8 a.m: 


Most_Immediate 


The Department's No. 971 of July 22, 5 p.m.to Cairo 
follows: 

The foregoing is to be repeated to Baghdad, 
Jerusalem, Jidda, and Beirut which should repeat to 


Damascus. 
Kirk 


File No. 800 
MPH/- 


p araphrase 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED © 


©. © COTRENET® “RENTENe OFFICE t-1148 
AmLegatton, Cairo Date: July 26, 11 a.m. 
No.: 


: An Code: gray and Strip Received: July 26, 6:30 p.m. 
— Afi Department's 984, July 24, 4 p.m. follows: 
ie yo | Reference Department's 969, July 22, 2 p.m. 
: ; , Secret for the Minister. 
Pa | The issuance of the statement is being postponed 


it. 
at the request of the British 24 hours until July 


28(repeat 28) at 12 o'clock EWT. 
Repeat to Baghdad, Jerusalen, Jidda, and Beirut 


for repetition to Damascus . 
Kirk 


#ile no. 800 
MPHZ* 


~~. 


paraphrase 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


©. © corm “none ornen I~1108 
From: AMLEGATION, Cairo Date: July 27, 6 p.m. , 
No.: 
Code: Strip Received: July 28, 8 a.m, 


The Department's telegram No. 995 of July 26, 
5 pem. to Cairo follows: 
"Urgent. Secret for the Minister. 
There is to be a brief postponement’ in the 
issuance of the statement regarding Palestine, 
which statement was to have been issued at 12 noon 
on July 28. Repeat at once to Baghdad Jerusalem Jidda 
and Beirut for Damascus. Hull." 


Kirk 


File No. 800 
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From: 


Code: 


to Damnascuse. 


 miencs 28° ie 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


16—e2067-1 


American Legation Date: August 8, noon. . ‘ 

Cairo, Egypt. a 
No.: 

Strip Cipher Received: August 8, 1943. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
Following is Department's 1118, August 7, 5 De me 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL . 


The substance of the following me sSage should be OE 
transmitted to the Foreign Office: coe 


military authorities were ‘concerned, a8 to call for 
action directed to the end of reducing agitation in... 


security situation is not so critical as to require: . 7 | 


any action at the present tae Since the only pur-. | co cs my 


pose for the proposed state ai. 1 a 
which was pelieved to be dangerous to the military oo... 


Please seo that this telegram is repeated to ies 
Jidda, Baghdad, Jerusalem and Beirut for repitition — — ae 


Kirk ne Fees 


’ : 
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PARAPHRASE 


TELEGRAM SENT 


Secretary of State Date: August 9, noon, 
Washington, Dn. C. 
No.: 345 


Strip Cipher Charged to: Contingent 


ero 11142 


Depertment's telegram to Cairo, no. llis of 
August 7, 5 ». m. 

Inasmuch as we have not as yet mentioned any- 
thing concerning the Joint declaration set out in 
Departuient's no. 970 to Cazo of July 22, h p.m. 
to the Foreign Office, it would appear that the 
desirable thing would be for this Legation to take 
no action to the end of acquainting the Foreign 
Office with the final decision of the Department, 


Pleuse confirn, 


Wilson 
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Cairo, Egypt. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


 20—@2889-2 


From: American Legation Date: August 16, a aom. ” 
es Egypt. 
Now: 
Code: Confidential Received:August 17,. 1943... 


Reference. my telegram of August ‘lo, 9 a. “ms 


We have now received a statement: from the Depart- 


| ment, confirming our belief that Department's telegran ee 


of August 7, 5 p. m. (No. 1118 to Cairo) was, for in- 
formation only. The Department did not Antena that “i 
it be acted upon by any American ifission in this area, 
This telegran is being sent to Baghdad, ae | 
Jidda and to Beirut for repitition to ) Damasous. 


Kirk 


- File no. 800 
DCB ve 


Baghdad, August 20, 1943. 
Strictly Confidential 


No. 417 


Subject: Al-Shihab of Baghdad Publishes Attack on 
Zionism. 


The Honorable 
The Secrotary of State, 
“Yashington, D. C. 


Sir: 
in translation 
I have the honor to forward herewith the text/of 
an editorial attack on Zionism, published by the 
Arabic-language daily newspaper Al-Shihab of Baghdad 
on August 9, 1943. The artiole Ts a reply to an article 
on "The Political Scene", appoaring in the Jewish 
Standard. 


Nuri Pasha's Government for a long time has not 
permitted any anti-Zionist material to appear in the 
Iraqi press or on the radio, and has made a conscientious 
effort to keep fro: inflaming the population against 
the Zionists, even suppressing newspaper reports of 
the Biltmore Congress and other news-worthy items of 
4nterest in the Palestine question. It is therefore 
{nteresting that Al-Shihab, whose editor, Shafiq Nuri 
As-Suiai (no relationship) is a protegé of Nuri As- 
Said, should publish this violent denunciation of the 
“vionist claims. It is also interesting to report that 
up to now the supplementary editorial on the same sub- 
ject which is promised at the end of this present 
artiole has not yet been published. 


This article answers vorious points put by the 
Jewish Standard: it scores the Jewish paper's assertion 
thut Arab and Moslem Egypt is not interested in the 
Arab cause, which is only cooperation among equals; 
4t denies charges of Iraqi "imperialism", although 
4t uamits that Arab imperialism, whether led by Iraq, 
Egypt, or others, is as sweet to the Arabs as Zionist 
imperialism is to the Jews; und it cites Ibn Saud's 
statement to the correspondent of Life on Palestine and 
Arab unification as proof of that monarch's interest 
in the matter. It concludes: "The s:rab world which is 
now resisting Naziam is equally able to resist other 
pestilential plagues such as Zionism which harbor ili- 
will and deceit for the /rabs." 


Respectfully yours, 


File No. 800 . C,. &. M. Wilson 
REG: mph 


a — . 
Enclosure: Translation of Articole Described. | bWK2- 
tied UY Mae 


Copies to: American Legation, Cairo. an 
American Legation, Beirut. 
American Legation, Jidda. 
American Consulate General, Jerusalem. 


Enclosure to despatch No. 417 of August 20, 1943, from 
the American Legation, Baghdad. 


Source: Ash-Shihab, 
August 9, 1943, 
Baghdad. 


Arab Unification and Zionism 
a EO 8VL ON and Zionism 


The Jewish Standard publishes an article under the 
headline THE POLITICAL SCENE which deals with the subject 
of Arab unification, picturing the Arab states! attitude 
toward this unification in a strange and apprehensive man- 
ner. The paper does not stop at this. It invents through 
this picture and analysis problems and difficulties which 
look almost unsurmountable in the task of attaining the 
desired Arab unification. At the end of the article, the 
newspaper urges Zionism to double its energy and effective- 
ness and to fix its aims and purposes. The article contains 
backbiting and slander which should, of course, be answered 
and commented on in order to reveal the truth and to en- 
lighten world public opinions "He who knocketh at the door 
receiveth an answer"..., 


The journal begins the artiole with a description of 
the activity of arab personalities in the Middle Fast and 
Egypt for the purpose of holding meetings and laying down 
plans, and declares that these meetings have not resulted 
in any form of unifioation and that no agreement has so far 
been reached on any specifio point. The journal then dwells 
on the "seeming" interest of Egyptian officinl ciroles in 
and their support for Arab co-operation. It alleges that 
the interest which these circles are showing in the Arab 
oause is a deviation from the "traditional Egyptian policy" 
which is non-partioipation in Arab political demands and 
"does not represent Egyptian opinion in general." 


We do not know why this journal has wilfully misrepre- 
sented the Egyptian traditional policy, whioh is an Arabioc~ 
Islamic ono. ‘the history of Egypt, through overy period, is 
the best proof of the appreoclated efforts which Egypt has 
made and is still making in the spheres of Arabism and Islam. 


Just as King Hussain ibn Ali, forerunner of Faisal, 
raised the banner of Arab renaissance, so Mohammed Ali the 
Great, fororunner of Farouq I, raised this banner and fol- 
lowed this path. Behold sister Egypt declaring that if she 
were divested of Arabism and Islam, nothing would be left 
to her. A review of the attitude of the Egyptian people 
toward the Arab cause and of the long activity of her lead- 
ers in this respect indicates that Egypt is Arab in her habits 
and history, in spirit and language, and thet her traditional 
policy is absolutely Arab. An eloquent proof of Egypt's sup- 
port to the Arab unification soheme is the establishment in 
that country of an Arab Union Club whose functions are the 
binding of Arab countries with cultural, political, and econ- 
omic ties. Has the journal realized the truth of Feypt's at- 
titude toward the Arab unification soheme ? 


The journal then goes on to say that "In Syria, Iraq, 
Palestina, and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabla, there are dif- 
ferent and clashing viewpoints on the question of who shall 
assume the leadership of Arab unification." Our answer to 
the journal is that the Arab unification which the Arabs 
are endeavoring to attain is not established on the basis of 
the leadership of any one country to overwhelm the others. 


The 


‘The proposed Arab unification will not cause any Arab coun- 
try to lose its sndividual future. It does not affect its 
administrative, economic, and cultural machinery in any way 
whatever. Arab unification is established on the basis of 
complete co-operation between all the Arab states: cultural, 
economic, and political. Therefore, the question of "leader- 
ship" of Arab unification is not, at the moment, the subject 
of study and controversy py Arab circles, because the urgency 
and program of unification do not naturally call for this. 


The journsl continues "Iraq also has economic and polit- 
4cal problems. She strotohes into vast expanses and is sparsely 
tnhabited. Nevertheless, she hopes to head a new form of Arab 
{mperialiom and her yoice has been louder than the rest in 
denying the persecuted Jews the right for a state and asylum." 
These "logical" descriptions as inspired by the journal's 
talent are acceptable only to ignorant persons who know nothing 
of Iraq's past and present history, and to persons who choose 
to be blind and ignorant and not to be inspired by good will. 
These strange descriptions indicate, if anything, a deviation 
of the journal from the path of righteousness and truth. Other- 
wise, it would not have been blind to the vitality or the 
Iraqi people, to their soaring spirits, und to the elements 
of civilization and sources of wealth which abound in Iraq, 
4n addition to Iraq's nationalistic and political struggle 
to enjoy her own rights and to safeguard she rights of the 
Arab states as well. Likewise, Iraq ~ the oradle of oiviliza- 
tion and the abode of tolerant religion - has her communities 
and elements living gide by side on the pasis of equality. in 
4ts most conspicuous chapters and provisions, the Iraqi Con- 
stitution embodies the rights of the minorities, rendering 
all Iraqis equal before the law: in rights end duties. How- 
ever, Iraq in which on the one hand the Jews lead a peaceful, 
tranquil and prosperous life, does not, on the other, hesi- 
tate to condemn Zionist polioy which aims at overwhelming 
and encroaching upon the rights of the Arab nation. We refer, 
in this connection, to the speeoh which His Excellency Sayid 
Nuxi as-Said delivered at the Round Table Conference concern~ 
ing the Palestinian cause, when he told his listeners that 
the represented the Arabs and the Jews at this meeting". 

Iraq, on her part, does not wish to lead a new form of Arab 
{mperialism, as the journal puts it. Nevertheless, any Arab 
imperialism - whether lead by Iraq, Egypt, or others - is 
sweet to the Arabs just as "Zionist imperialism" in the 
heart of the Arab countries, pleases the journal. 


The journal declares that "amidst all this, the rulers 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia appear to be calm and aloof". 
It forgets the statement of His Majesty King Abdul Aziz ibn 
Saud on the Jews in Palestine and Arab unification - this 
important statement which has been the source of despair and 
frustration in Zionist circles throughout the world. 


The journal then urges that Zionists to formulate plans 
amidst these surging waves, and blames Zionist leaders who 
restriot themselves to weeping and complaints in the face of 
the difficulties that are threatening them. It, moreover, 
censures the Colonial Office's attitude in regard to the 
policy of Palestine during the past twenty years. 


The journal then adds “Arab apprehension (with regard to 
Zionism) no longer exists, whether actual or imaginary". If 
the journal claims that Arab fears no longer exist, is it 
able to olaim that Arab rights do exist. There is no power 


On earth, however strong and despotic, that oan rob the 
Arabs of their rights and that would sacrifice these 
rights on the altar of its desire and ambition. So long 
as these sacred Arab rights actually exist, any one who 
attempts to usurp them must realize that fear of the 
Arabs actually exists, because the possessor of a right 
must sacrifice himself in order to preserve and enjoy 
that right. 


The journal alleges that "there are other factors, 
such as the emergence of Turkey as being concerned with 
@ll changes in the Middle East, American concern with 
aerial communications over this vital area, and organized 
international pressure, all of which will place the Jews 
in a position which will help them to bring the Jews of 
Europe to Palestine, as soon as circumstances will permit." 
These factors, mentioned by the journal, in addition to 
others not mentioned by it, do not frighten the Arabs in 
the least and also do not escape their attention. Such 
factors may have morr positive than negative results in 
relation to the Arabs. The cause of the Arab world, which 
is todey struggling alongside the Allies, constitutes one 
of the fundamental causes of the new world. Any world in 
which the Arab world will not Occupy a suitable place, 
will be a world not founded on the principles of justice 
and universal security. The Arab world, which is now re- 
Sisting Nazism, is equally able to resist other pestilen- 
tial plagues such as Zionism which harbor ill-will ond 
deceit for the Arabs. 


Ve will have another article on the subject in our 
issue of tomorrow. 


Baghdad, September 10, 1943. 
Striotly Confidential 


No. 447 


Subject: Government-Engineered Eruption of Anti- 
Zionist Propaganda in Baghdad. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Legation's 
despatoh no. 417 of August 20, 1943, regarding the 
publication in a Baghdad Arabic-language newspaper 
of an attack on Zionism in spite of the hitherto 
conscientious efforts of General NURI As-Said's 
gavernment to suppress any material which might in- 
flame the Arab population against the Jews. The 
supplementary editorial promised in the artiole 
forwarded to the Department with the despatoh under 
reference never appeared, 


However, in the past few days a number of anti- 
Zionist artioles, obviously Government inspired, 
have appeared in the local press, as follows: 


Date Newspaper Subject of Article 
September 7 Al-Irag The Palestinian Problem 
Az-Zaman Arab Rights in Palestine 


September & Al-Akhbar The Arab Countries and the 


Independence of Palestine 


Al-Shihab The Arab and Zionism 
Az-Zaman The Palestinian Cause and 
Zionism 


Saut Al-Ahali Allied Post-War Policy and 
its Relation to the Arab 
Countries 


The Arab States and the 
Atlantic Charter - Do the 
Jews Prefer to Live in 
Palestine Rather than in 
Europe and America? 


Al-Shihab Arab Resistance to Zionism 


September 9 Al-irag 


The two articles from Az-Zaman conoocted by the 
Iraqi Directorate General of Press and Propaganda, 
were broadcast by the Baghdad radio station on sucoces- 
sive nights, September 5 and 6, before their publication. 
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Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 41,7 of September 10, 1943, 
from the American Legation, Baghded, Iraq. 


SOURCE: Az-Zaman, September 6, 


The Palestinian Cause and Zionism 
tan veuse and dionism 
(Broadcast by Baghdad Radio September 5, 1943) 


The Arab and Islamic states meet under the standard 
of brotherhood, cooperation, and collaboration. They stand 
as one bloc and as a strong bulwark in defense of their 
existence and of their freedom and independence. This Arab 
cooperation and Islamic collaboration is most clearly evi- 
dent whenever the nation is afflicted with grave misfortune 
and painful calamity, and whenever it is threatened with 
dangers and overrun by crises. There is no greater proof 
of the Arab unity in feeling than the formidable stand 
which the Arab and Islamic ‘orld has assumed toward the s 
Palestinian cause, which is long outstanding and has become 
SO complicated and important as to constitute both a major 
international and Arabic-Islamid problem. Thus the Arabs 
have offered, in a quarter century, bloody sacrifices on 
the altar of honor and magnunimity - all for the sake of 
the complete independence of their countries and for the 
attainment of their full sovereignty. Palestine the martyr 
has suffered so much from political misfortunes and evils. 
The soil of Yalestine the struggler is drenched with the 
blood of martyrs, and her sky is filled with the souls of ‘ 
the innocent. Blood-stained and patient Palestine has ever 
been the sacred kubla o1' the Arabs and the object of their 
care and attention. How could it be otherwise, when she is 
the throbbing heart of Arabism, overflowing with gZlory, 
righteousness, and immortality. How could it be otherwise, 
when she is the good and sacred country on whose fluttering 
banners are inscribed verses of sacrifice and struggle. We 
do not wish, in dwelling on the subject of the Palestinian 
cause, to be overcome by sympathy and sentiment to the 
detriment of scrutiny and deliberation. We want to abide by 
right and justice and by sincere and manifest history. It 
is not easy fully to review the Palestinian cause in a talk 
or two, because even a brief reference to this important 
and delicate subject would need much time und abundant ef- 
fort, both of which are beyond the scope of these limited : | 
minutes. We will, on this basis and as much as time permits, 
conduct a series of talks on one of the principle problems 
now pre-occupying the attention of the Arabs and Moslems 
alike. 


ness and destruction set in this kingdom which split into the 
Kingdom of "Israel" and that of "Judah", Subsequently, it was 
captured by the Assyrians and later by the Babylonians, when 
Nabuchadnezzar added it to his possessions. Jerusalem was 
pillaged, Solomon's temple destroyed, and the Jews exiled and 
dispersed. 


In 536 B.C. Cyrus, the Persian Emperor, occupied Babylon. 
The Jews were ene by the Persians and later by the 
Ptolemites until 63 B.C. when Jerusalem was overrun by the 


Romans 


Romans. Thus Palestine continued to be Occupied by the 
Romans, the Jews having had no say in at all. The Arabs, 
however, captured it during the regime of the second Caliph, 
Omar ibn Al-kKhattab who victoriously entered Jerusalem af- 


It will appear from this historical resume that the : 
Jews are not the ancient inhabitants of Palestine but are 
aliens, aye, usurpers who, at an unwary moment of history, 

Overcame that country where they stayed not more than 170 

years and where the Arabs have been living for more than 

1,300 years as indicated above. Thus Palestine became their 

home under whose sky their fathers and ancestors lived. They 


their heroes and men Slept. The Jewish minority lived with 
freedon, tranquility, and peace under Islam which did not 


their traditional heritage. his has been the position of 
the Jews under the auspices of the Arabs and Islam. In 


Having been emancipated in these two centuries from 
numerous shackles, the Jews reverted to their golden 
dreams and resumed their exposed and scandalous methods. 
Zlonism emerged with its transparent dress and tattered 
rags and developed into a political movement after having 
first been a spiritual movement of no significance. Zion- 
istic activities have, ever Since, been gravely increasing 
and world Zionist leaders using every means to raise their 
voice and to realize their dreams and fancies. The Arabs 


of Zionism and would not have stood in its way had it not 
turned its face towards Palestine, the Arabic and Moslem 


state, with a view to capturing, exploiting, dividing, 
and trading in it. 


At the outbreak of the first world war, the Arabs 
did not hesitate for a single moment to join the Allies, 
who gave them clear promises concerning the independence 
of the Arab States, including Palestine. The Arabs began 
their great revolution, which constituted a principal \ 
turning point in the progress of the war and politics at ~ 4 
the time. Today, the Arabs Stand, as they did in the past, ? 
alongside the Allies to fight for right, freedom, and honor, 


We shall revert in our next talk, to the irrefutable ' 
testimonials and proofs upholding the rights of the Arabs. \ 
It is regrettable indeed that Palestine, the indivisible 
part of the greater Arab nation, should be a theater for 
Zionist imperialistic ambitions, and a field for deceit, 

Plotting and crime!! It is strange indeed that the Great 
War should have ended and a long period elapsed with vio- 
lated Palestine still writhing on the altar of imperialism, 


not stand with folded arm 
server's role at the exis 
holy land which the Zionists are a 
and exploit through migrat.on and other means. The pre- 
sent struggle in Palestine is & struggle between Arab 

right and Zionist falsehood. These must realize and ad- 


mit that Palestine is Arab and Moslem, that 
emorial, and that 


the property of the 
the use of the proper 


circumstances. We openly dec 
tin the name of righteousness and fairplay, and in the 


name of honor and magnanimity that the misfortune of 
Palestine is, in effect, a bleeding wound tn the heart 
of the Arabs which will not cure unless Palestine ob- 
tains her freedom and sovereignty gide by side with all 
the Arab countries. "ve shall revert to this subject. 


Tr: JNC/efg. 


Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 447 of September 10, 1943, 
from the American Legation, Baghdad, Iraq. 


Source: Az-Zaman, September 7, 
1943, Baghdad. 


Arab Rights in Palestine 
(Broadcast by Baghdad Radio - September 61943) 


We stated in our yesterday's talk on "The Palestinian 
Cause and Zionism" that Palestine was Arab and Moslem; that 
the Arabs have been living in Palestine for more than thir- 
teen centuries; that the Jews did not rule it more than 170 
years; that they entered it as raiders, having usurped it 
from its ancient inhabitants by force; and that they them- 
selves were later ejected from it by force. “Ye supported 
these contentions with indisputable historical evidence 
which would not even be denied by the Jews themselves if 
they chose to be just and fair to righteousness and history. 


On this basis, Palestine is an indivisible part of 
the greater Arab nation. It is, indeed, the throbbing heart 
of Arabism and Islam. It is, moreover, the first of the two 
phaces of Moslem prayer, and the third of the Moslem holy 
places, without the least doubt. The treachery and iniquity 
which Zionism harbors for Palestine will not harm that coun- 
try alone but all the Arab states. Zionism is, in substance 
and appearance, an irresponsible imperialistic movement, 
aiming at amputating one of the dearest sections of Arabisn 
and its most sacred member, and at using Palestine as a 
principal base from which it may expand its influence and 
impose its control over the rest of the Arab states such as 
Iraq, Egypt, Syria, the Arabian Peninsula, and others. 


Therefore, the Zionist program is an imperialist one. 
These are its aims and aspirations, and these are its methods 
and contents. It will be nonsensical and futile on the part 
of critics to imagine that Zionism is a policy separated, 
in any way, from imperialism. In waging their campaign against 
world Zionism, the Arabs are not fighting against the Jews 
as such but against Zionism alone, i.e. colonization and 
exploitation of the lands of the Arab Hast. 


The Arab right in Talestine is based on three main con- 
siderations: 1) historical; 2) sacrifice, struggle, and loyalty 
for the sake of the independence of the Arab states; and 3 
legality of the agreements concluded between the Arabs and 
Great Britain. 


The Arab historical right was explained in our previous 
talk. The Arabs have been living in that country for centuries, 
dating back to ancient times. Palestine is therefore Arab in 
history and tradition, Arab in blood and spirit, and Arab in 
deed and speech. Arab sacrifices and struggles since the out- 
break of the great Arab revolution have been equally admitted 
by friend and foe - this credits the Arabs with deeds of heroic 
struggle from the beginning of the twentieth century up to 
the present date. The explicit pledges between the Arabs and 
Great Britain were made by Sir Henry MoMahon on behalf of the 
British Government to His Majesty King Hussain, on behalf of 
the Arab nation. These pledges and promises are very clear. 
They were signed by Sir Henry McMahon in the Arabic language. 
It appears from the Arabic text that Palestins - without doubt - 
is among the Arab territories which were promised to the Arabs. 


These documents were given to His Majesty King Hussain and 
to the Arabs in the Arabic language only. This clearly 
indicates that the Arabic is the prevailing text and that 
it is the last recourse in the interpretation of the agree- 
ments. Thus the Arabs entered the Great ‘ar alongside the 
Allies, aware of and confident in the legality of these 
Pledges which guarantee freedom and independence for their 
countries. The Arabs were, on the other hand, cognizant 
that Britain excepted Beirut and the Lebanon only from 
these agreements. King Hussain declared in one of his let- 
ters to Sir Henry McMahon that the Arabs will not raise 
any political problem at the time about Beirut and the 
Lebanon in order not to prejudice Anglo-French relations, 
but that the Arabs would certainly demand Beirut and the 
other northern areas when the war was over. The reader 

of these pledges between the Arabs and Britain will not 
feel the slightest doubt that they constitute clear docu- 
ments supporting the demands of the Arabs for their bound- 
aries which were proposed by the Shereef of Mecca (King 
Hussain), who did not exclude the places which were temp- 
orarily bound to French interests, 4.e. these undoubted 
and explicit pledges included Palestine in the sphere of 
the independent Arab kingdom. These pledges were the prin- 
cipal motive for the Arabs to begin their great revolution 
and to safeguard their honor. They did not cease the strug- 
gle until after the Arab countries were liberated from 
injustice and tyranny. The revolution was crowned with the 
laurels of honor and success. But after the Arabs had dec- 
lared war and defended and fought for right, duty, and 
honor, they were, unfortunately, faced with a strange 
declaration known as the "Balfour Declaration". This docu- 
ment is in the form of a communication from Mr. Balfour 

to Lord Rothschild, the Jew. It was published on November 
3, 1917. But the Arabs, to whom Zionist intentions had be- 
come known, revolted against the Balfour Declaration, 
stuck to the pledges that were ulready given to them, and 
demanded their execution whether by force, or in the name 
of right and justice or in the name of the sacrifices and 
the martyrs who offered their pure souls and invaluable 
blood for the sake of their people and country. 


The pledges given to the Shereef of Mecca were made 
to a leader of a nation that fought alongside Great Britain, 
i.e. to all the Arabs. Balfour's Declaration was made to a 
single individual in the interests of a people scattered all 
Over the world and belonging to sundry nationalities; 


The pledges given to the Arabs are pledges of truth 
and righteousness offered to a nation which bought them 
with much blood and hard and glorious struggle. They are, 
moreover, pledges that offer the Arabs no more than their 
sacred natural rights, containing nothing impossible of 
application and execution, and harboring no ill-will to- 
ward any people. But Balfour's Declaration is not based 
On any sense of righteousness and justice, in addition 
to the impossibility of its execution and to its injustice 
to a peaceful and tranquil people living in their homeland 
for centuries, far from the spirit of aggression and trouble. 
The International Vourt of Justice has pointed out that the 
mandate covering the Balfour Declaration is in truth only 
@ political pledge having no force from a purely legal aspect. 


that President Wilson laid down 
4n December 1917, i.e. dir otly after the Balfour Declara- 
tion, fourteen basic points for peace. These were, at the 

time, unconditionally accepted by the Allies. One of these 


points provided that “the Turkish sections of the present 
eed complete sovereignty. 


{oh are subjugated to Tur- 
kish rule should live in peace and tranquility and be ac- 
corded opportunities for progress toward self-rule without 
hindrance." No doubt, this principle alone, together with 
the other principles, supports the pledges which the Ailies 
had given to the Arabs and cancels the evi 
tion. “ve now conclude our talk and shall revert to the suh- 


joct later. 


It 4w worth mentioning 


Enclosure No. 3 to Despatch No. 447 of September 10, 1943, 
from the American Legation, Baghdad, Iraq. 


"Al-Iraq: "The cause of Palestine is not, as some people 
think one of the complex and difficult-to-solve problems if 
looked ut rightly and with justice and if falsehood is put 
away. It is a clear matter as far as her Arab inhabitants 
are concerned on account Of their historical rights which 
Silence the pretenders, disperse the illusions of those who 
give themselves to illusions and frustrate every claim meant 
to breach the legality of those rights. Everything that be- 
littles or contradicts these rights is a clear aggression. 
Everyone assisting, this aggression is considered a factor 
altering the right and driving, it into an improper channel.. 
We are convinced that all the attempts of the Zionist polit- 
icians to destroy the rights of the Arabs of Palestine to 
their own country will be met with strong opposition by the 
United Nations fighting for the liberty and independence of 
nations, and more especially so since these attempts contra- 
dict the implications of the Atlantic Charter which acknow- 
ledge the natural rights of people to their countries..... 
It is an injustice to ask the Arab people of Palestine to 
deny themselves, to forget their srabism, to take their 
natural rights to their country lightly, and to turn this 
country over to strangers whom international conditions 
brought forth as petty politicians claiming falsely the 
ownership of this country as being beneficial for them and 
forgetting the politicul and geographical importance this 
country has for all the Arab countries surrounding it... 

The solution of this problem is very easy if the rights of 

the Arab inhabitants of Palestine are taken into considera- 
tion and if the false claims put forth by the Zionists and 

their supporters are put aside..." 


Baghdad, September 10, 1943. 


Strictly Confidential 


No. 448 


Subject: NURI Pasha Publishes at Baghdad Denial 
of Earlier Statement on Palestine, 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 


Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Legation's 
despatch no. 409 of August 10, 1943, regarding Nuri 
Pasha's trip to Cairo to disouss Pan-Arab federation 
with NAHAS Pasha, Among the reports of the trip 
appearing in the Baghdad newspapers was one dated 
August 3, published by Al-Akhbar, quoting an Arab 
News Agency despatch from Cairo: 


"His Excellenoy Sayid Nuri as-Said declared 
in an interview that cooperation between ell Arab 
countries in the Near East is the basis of the 
unification scheme. Among the states which will 
adhere to this union will be Egypt, Iraq, the 
Lebanon, Syria, Trans jordan and Saudi Arabia, 
Palestine's position depends naturally on post~ 
war conditions," 


fhe following item was printed in Al-Shihab of 
Baghdad on September 9: 


"Jerusalem - His Excellency Sayid Nuri 
as-Said, Prime Minister of Iraq, while passing 
through Trans jordan on his return from Cairo 
after his meeting with His Excellency Nehas Pasha, 
denied the statement whioh was attributed to him 
while at Cairo to the effeot that Paleatine's 
position in the Arab unification scheme depended 
upon her postwar status and added: 'I did not 
make such a statement. Palestine Ocoupies a high 
Place with us and we can not discuss Arab matters 
in detail if the cause of Palestine is not included 
among them, t™ 


Nuri Pasha passed through Trans jordan on August 
9, just one month to the day before the denial was 
printed in the Baghdad paper. Accordingly it is 
possible to entertain the thought of its having been 
resurrected by the Directorate General of Press and 
Propaganda in connection with the present anti-~-Zionist 


press/ 


Respectfully yours, 


Thomas M, Wilson 


File no, .g00. 5 ///.. / 
TMW/deb 


To the Dep 
Copies to: 


AWerican Legation, Cairo, 
American Legation, Beirut, 
Anerican Consulate General, Jer 


artment in Ozalid, 
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Baghded, September 17, 1943. 
Strictly Confidential 
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Subject: Anti-Zionist vress Campaign ut Baghdad. 


The Honorable 
The Secretury of state, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I heve the honor to refer to the Legetion's 
despatch no. 447 of September 10, 1943, regarding a 
covernnent-onginoered flare-up of anti-Vionist propa- 
eeanda in the press and on the radio, end to report that 
only two more articles directly deuling with Zionism 
huve appeured in the Baghdud press subsequent to those 
already reported upon. I forward herewith the text in 
translation of’ one of these artiolus, entitled "The 
Arab Strugelo in Palestine", which wos broadcast by 
the Baghdad Radio on September 9 and published in 
fa-caion of the same duy. Al*Alchbor of Rughdad published 
a similer article, "Jionist Ambition and the Stability 
of the Areb Vorld after the dar", on September 11. 


Cessation of publication of articles directly 
dealing with “ionism has not, however, meant an end to 
Giscussion of the probiem. «Articles in the Pproess on 
other subjects contain repeated references to the 
“nenace™ of cionism. In on interview with Reuter's 
Special Correspondent, published in tho Baghdad arabic- 
lenguuge press on September 14, the brine Minister, 
Nuri Pasha, is quoted as saying: "We ure not enemies of 
the Jews but of the “Wionists wio have u Nuzi nontality 
aiming at the use of force end who are creating trouble. 
The Peace Conference will end many problems, und I hope 
that this problem will be settled too. It has become 
a bleeding wound. sionist provocative activities are 
waking a bad impression on the Jews in Arab countries, 
These Jews theselves do not sympathize with ‘ionism. 


Nuri Pasha's statement has brought some reussurance 
to the local Jews, who had feured that they might be 
nude the scapegoats for ‘ionist agitation in Pulestine. 
They were also pleased to see the statement in Az- 
wanan's article (forwarded herewith) thet “the Jews of 

raq...have demonstrated more than once their antag- 
onisn to Zionist intentions and...consider Aionisn an 
egoistic policy in the interests of its promoters." 

It wiil be renembsred, however, (see the Legation's 
despatch no. 171 of February 2, 1943) that Nuri Pasha 
tried in vain last winter to obtain a written expression 
of opinion on the question of Zionism from the Baghdad 


Jewish/ 


Jewish Community leaders. 


opeculntion ct Baghdsd suumurizes the causes of 
this outbreak of anti-Vionist propoganda as foilows: 


(1) It may be an attempt to inject new fire into 
the arab nitionalist movement in Iraa. 


(2) It ney be an effort to prepare Iraqi public 
opinion for an Arab-“Aonist conflict in lalestine. 

(3) It may be conceived as a good way to put pressure 
on the British and anericun Govornments to teke a more 
active pro-arnub uttitude in the Palestinian problen. 

The more heated arab public opinion esn be made to 
oppear on the subject, the stronger the Arab leaders 
may feel they cen taik ct the peuce settlement. 


Respectfully youva, 


T. i. dLigon 


Wile No. 800 
rac smph 


“neLosure : 

Article dascribed. | sat 
Copiss to: 

Anericun Legetion, Cairo. 


Anevicun Legation, Beirut. 
american Consulate General, Jeruselem. 


Inclosure to despatch lio. le September 16, 1945 
from the american Leyation at Baghdad. 


TRALOLA TION 


SOURCE: AZ=-ZAMAN 
Septenber 9, 194% 
Baghd ad. 


THE ARAB STRUGGLE IN PALESTINE 


Broadcast by Basshdad Radio on 
September 9, 1945. 


%e stated in our two previous talks that wYionist 
tenacity in Palestine is based on the Balfour Declara- 
tion which was embodied in the Draft Mandate and accepted 
by the League of lations in 1922, i.e. five years after 
the issuance of that Declaration. We also stated that 
Arab right in Palestine is based on history, actuality, 
justice, human rights, and the explicit pledges given 
by Sir Henry Heiiahon, on behalf of the British Govern- 
ment, to “ing dussain, on behalf of the arab nation. We 
went on to say that the bloody struggle which was and is 
still being enacted on the stage of fighting, patient 
Palestine is a struggle between Arab right and Zionist 
falsehood, for Balfour's Leclaration violates the pledges 
which the Allies gave to the great Arab leader (King Hussain). 
Moreover, Wilson's fourteen points and the joint anglo- 
French statement repeal Balfour's Declaration. 


Wilson's principles which were laid down in the 
interest of world peace, grant to the peoples the right 
to self-determination and Geclare that the prosperity 
and progress of the nations are the sacred trust of civi- 
lization. In the Anlgo-lrench statement published on 
November 9, 1918, the two powers declared their war-ains 
in the conflict which was precipitated by German ambition. 
These aims were: encourngement ane help to the establish- 
ment of national governtents and administrations in Syria, 
Iraq and Other countries and recognition of these govern- 
ments when formed. Vurther, these aims indicated that 
Britain and France had no intention of imposing any form 
of governmental machinery on these countries and that they 
guaranteed abundant aid and co-operation for the operation 
of the governments and administrations which the inhabitants 
IMay choose for themselves. It will therefore be seen that 
there is nothing to justify the Balfour Declaration from 
the standpoint of agreements, pledges, and international law, 
or from that of human right and justice. No free conscience 
and fair mind accept that a foreign Zionist gang should 
occupy the home of another ancient nation - the Arab and 
Moslem nation. 


Zionist danger became real when immigration to 
Palestine began flooding in from all over the world, 
and when the Zionists in Palestine decided to buy land 
and property with their plentiful gold and silver. 


The arabs therefore revolted and opposed Zionisn, 
condemed its methods and falsehoods, and declared war 
on it, so much so that they confused its plans and 
threatened it with vengeance, failure, and bankruptcy. 


The 
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The »rabs revolted against Zionism in 1921, 1929, 
1938, 1336 ond later. Pure blood was shed, drenching 
the hills and valleys of Palestine. ‘hreat of arms 
hovever fornidable and oppressive did not intimicate 
the Arabs. The weapons of faith, honor, and belief are 
at all times stronger and more effective than any other 
weapone 


The Arabs of Palestine and the arab nation have 
thus demonstrated a determination to defend and uphold 
their rights, whatever blind misfortune and biack calamity 
may bring them, and whatever sacrifice and blood they may 
have to offer for right and freedom. They will either 
live free end proud or die free and proud. In their 
struggle, the 4‘rabs depend only on sacred right. They 
do not ask for more than this right. ‘To usurp Palestine 
and tum it into a home for 4ionism is against the most 
elementary principles of right and justice. 


Palestine is an indivisible part of greater Syria. 
Syria is an unbreakable link in the greater Arab nation. 
The arabian Peninsula obtained its frecdom and independence, 
Iraq and Levpt obtained their freedom and independence, and 
Syria is entering upon a new era of independence. Yet, 
zionist policy wants Palestine to be plunder and booty 
for the unjust. O God3 this is sheer sophistry and false 
reasoning. 


‘ye do not care whether Zionism asks for the impossible, 
nor do we wonder why it embarks on such dangers, but we do 
advise it to return to its senses and to take lessons from 
the past. ‘he whole of Europe tried to take Palestine by 
force from the jrabs during the crusading period. Battles 
raged fiercely but Europe succeeded for a short duration 
only, after which it withdraw with failure. Palestine 
donned the garb of battle, decked with the blood of martyrs. 
Palestine has said her word in the field of politics and 
from the pulpit and the press. Palestine has said her word 
in the field of struggle and battle. ‘his is the voice of 
Palestine, reverberating in the skies. This is her voice 
rising from the groanings of the dying, and the shrieks of 
of the sufferers. Jhise is her voice resounding in the songs 
of volunteers and the chantings of warriors. 


The Arabs carried on their hemo struggle for fighting 
Palestine, harboring no ill-will toward the Jews because 
the Arabs follow the charity, toleration, and kindness of 
their ancestors. ‘he Arabs by dint of their religion, tra~ 
dition, and inclination, are advocates of right, brotherhood, 
and equality; and seekers of glory, freedom, and independence. 
Indeed, the Arabs do not fight Judaism with which they lived 
and are still living in peace and amity. They oppose Zionism 
and all other aggressive forces trying to prejudice Arab 
and Islamic existence and mar, aye, do away with it for ever. 
Arab defense of Palestine is a defense of the holy land of 
God, the sacred stone, the Barraq, and the Aqsa Mosque. 
Sir Alfred Mond (Lord Melchett) is optimistic that the day 
when the Temple of Solomon is reconstructed will be near 
and that he will devote the rest of his life to rebuilding 
that Temple in the place of the Aqsa Mosque. Mr. Jahotinski (?), 
the leader of the Zionist Reformers awaits the day when the 
Jews become a majority and the Moslems a minority. The 


Zlonist 


ee 


Zionist leader zingwill (?) says "The arabs shoule fold 
their tents and sveul away +o the desert, whence they 
Came." Lo not these wionist claims reveal its intentions? 
Lo not the statements of its ieaders rouse fcclings and 
create misunderstand ings? Lo not these call for struggle 
and sacrifice? 


The Arabs are confident in the sacred principles 
which the Allies have proclaimed. They still are con- 
fident that these lofty principles will alone be victorious. 
But Zioism was and is still flouting these principles by 
its tenacity in Polestine, the «rab oslem state. Come 
What may, the Zionist problem must be handled and solved 
outside Palestine and outside the other “rab and Islamic 
countries. Palestine is too small to digest cionisn. Facts 
and events have proved that the experiment of a Sionist 
national home in Palestine is inevitably an unsuccessful 
one and that the Balfour Declaration is doomed to failure. 
It is gratifying indeed that an appreciable portion of the 
Jews neither believes in Zionism, nor upholds it. It 
condemns the idea of a national home and ks zealous in 
Maintaining friendly relations with the Arabs and Moslems. 


Among these are the Jews of Traq who have denonstrated 
more than once their antagonism to wLonist intentions and 
who consider Zionism an egoistic policy in the intcrests 
of its promoters. lis lxcellency the Prine Minister referred 
to this fuct at the Round Table Conference in London and 
Stated that the Jews of Iraq refused the establishment of 
a Jewish Agency at Baghdad and that the efforts which were 
made to include the Jews of Iraq in the Zionist bloc have 
proved a total failure. 


Ve here conclude our talk on the arab struggle in 
Palestine and shall revert to the Bub jecte 
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FROM: BAGHDAD OUTPOST REPORT NOs 7 SEPT. 18, 1943 
SUBJECT: Anti-Zionist campaign in the Baghdad Arabic press (cont.) 
COUNTRY REPORTER ON: Iraq SUBJ!CT NUMBER:1510 
Lor terrae eon <ernmementenunantratepmetn boners ae il 


SOURCE AND DEGRIE or RELI/BILITY: All articles attached translations from 
newspapers on hand; a porsons quoted named and identified herein, 


CLASSIFICATION: Confidential 


ENCLOSURES: Trans lationg from Arabic newspapers, 
SEUSS 


NOTES: Full copy of tho attached supplied to tho Baghdad Legation as 
rected by the Minister, Original submittcd for Dinlomatic Pouch 
September 168, LOE, amegcn lf 


SB ree ome as oe 


Attached translations Poprasent a continuance of the anti-Zionist press 
campaign currently running in the Arabic press of Iraq, initial stories 
from which were included in Report No. 6, turnod over to the Legation on 
September 11. This campaign was susponded Lor one day (Sept. 16) but 
has begun again with no abatement of the vigor of the coumunte 


springboard for the article in Al Zaman (Azzaman) of September 17; the 
story openod by saying "we heard some extracts from ir. Hullts speech 
through tho radio..," Three days prior to thig publication, this office 
received a telephone call from I Fadhil gamali, asking if T could supply 
the fuli text of Hullts speech, including the six points. I informed him 


On September 16 at tho Legation reception, I was met by F. JeBradshay, 
press writer and (currontly) associate director of British Embassy Public 
Relations in Baghdad, who Lonediately turned the convors&ation to the 


policy on Palestine, I_ told him that 1 wag uninformed as to any policy 
other than publicly declared policies implicit in the Atlantic Charter, x 


The following day, in tho course of & routine call on Bradshaw with 
reference to press photos, he again brought up tho Subject. When I again 
declared that [I was singularly uninformed as to the curr ent controversies, 
being extremely busy handling the routine news, he brought out for my 
inspection his confidential clipping book containing some mmdredg of 
American press cuttings on Zionist activities and statements, plus cutting 
from the American press dealing with Palestine. He then went on to say 
the following: 

; _ie That the anti-Zionist campaign in the Iraq press, which 
had stopped for a day, was starting again and "will continue, I thinic."($) 

2. That ¥#¢ was "most unfortunate" that Zionist aims are go 

widely publicized in the American Press, while the Arab side of the yond: 
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question reccives little or no publicity, 

3. That "wen were very anxious to do Cvorything Possible 
to help arrancze for Stories Presenting the Arab side of the question to 
Peach the Aterican preas and to that ond hopod that it Might be Possible 


fair, objective roportse" T told him that I did not beliove the OWI 
would undertake to underwrite Vislis by any journalists except in 
exceptional circumstances, 8uch as that of bringing 80lected news mon 
from neutral countrios to America for the Purpose (earlier in the war) 
of demons tratiny- to them the Strenrth of American arng production, 

In tho course of his monologue (most convorsations with 
Bradshaw quickly become monologues ) Bradshaw expressod hinsolf ag 
being personally anti-Semitic, saytiys that beobably it wag bacause ho 
had been @xXposad go lony, to roadiny; of Axts newscasts, and OLPrLie»r to 
Propacvanda in Gormany. 

It is Perhans worth menttoning that articles by Slktolsky and 
Drow Pearson in the clippin;; book referraod to above were heavily and 
rathor Vituperntively annotated on tie margin, Particularly in spots 
where thoy reforred to Palestinian Problems ag ©Xamples of' "British 
bungling, ' sorry I cantt Givo Quotes... .therog wasntt tine, 


The anti-Zionist campaign brought me another interesting 
caller during the P2st wook itn the person oP Mv. Tazat Maidand. Hr, 
Maidani, without icontifying hinselt, toleyhoned me several tines in 
the first week of the cémpalen to call my at tention tO various 
newspaper articles, After six on seven cells, I asked him to drop by. 


Secretary of tho Iraq Comont Company, He is married and his wife igs of 
German origin, It 1s rumored in Baghdad that he ig associated with 
Sts. 


Seve 
anti-71onis¢ demonstration was planned hero as the culmination of the 


t should be noted that this family and other Jews in Iraq 


2 I 
are fearful of the consequences of any demonstration, and that yesterday 


afternoon they kept indoors, 
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SAT ~ _AL-AHALL NEWSPAPER. ....... AUGUST 30, 1943 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject: PALESTINE'S AND SYRIA'S INDEPENDENCE IS THE PILLAR OF THE ARAB 
UNITY. 


Translation: Never before had the Arab public opinion been convinced, 
as it is today, of the necessity of Palestine's and Syria's indepenJence, 
being an essential condition to realize the most desired Ara~d Unity. 

thie conviction was brought ahout by many factors; f#st of all these, was 
the wake of the Arab peoples end their realization of their national inter 
rests; then the fect thet these twoxaunntries sister countries are a dear 
bart of the arab world; then the interest of the Arubs concerning the 
Allied policyxug after the war, Considering that..thig Policy will have 

an outstanding Consequence in determining the future of the Arab world, 
whose fate has been linked with that of the Democratic world, in order to 
obtain xhet its independence ind freedom, and contribute to the triumph of 


What the Arab public opinion at thex present time xx de. 
Sires, is that the Allies wouldx Give, as a prove xof thoir Bood intentions 
towards the Arab countries, definite and i: RE gpomises concerning Palestines 
and Syria's independence in particular, an 5 North Africu and the other Arab 
Countries which have heen deprived of their independence, in general, 
Ambiguous notifications, unofficial pledges, which have been submitted by 
tiie Allies to the Arabs 80 far — which are merely talks ~ are not sufficient 
to satisty the Arab peoples in any WY e 


Palestine's question is still pending till todey, and the 
United Nations did not take — especially x Britain's and the U,”, dvern- 
ments — any xizp practicul step to,include this tormented » Sister country 
in the Atlantic Charter, in order to stop short the Zionists& attempts ai- 
ming always,mky the help of the reactionary elements and the exploitation 
of the Fascists s barbarism in Europe, at isolating the Palestinian Arab 
nation from the-other Arab peoples, so that they can realize their ambi- 
tions in xthe sister country. 


Zt is therefore very natural thet we should not keep silent 
concerning this situation, but it is necessitated that all the Arabs should 
be always in touch with the Allies in order to MEEMKE guarantee their approve 
val of the Palestinian Arab question, At the same time it is requested 
that the national Democratic partics amt in the Arab countries should per. 


xk in Britain ond America » by the means of organized relations with those 
organizations , and explaining to them the natural right of tie Arab Pales. 
tinian people to build an independent State of theirk own , on the basis of 
the parliamentary system of sovernment., Lhe communities in that State will 
be treated according to the Democratic principles. It is necessary that 

the above mentionea organizations should understand that the imaginary 
national Home for tehe Jews does not xm solve any of the present %ewish pro- 
blems in the world, which cannot be solved only by the Wiping out of the 
Fascist terroristic rule from the face of the earth, and the spreading of 
the Democratic spirit all over the WOrlLdeceoee 
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"WATE, 


The following is the translation of an article published 
in "AL ZAMAN" daily of September 10, 1943. 


THE ARAB STRUGGLE FoR Pastine. CONF IDEN TIAL 


We have, in two previous articles, referred to the fact 
that the zionists adherence to palestine depended upon the Treaty of 
Balfour, which was 4noluded in the "Mandatory Document” and read to 
the League of Nations in 1922, that is to say, five years after their 
alloged promlsese We have also stated that the arab right in Palestine 
is in conformity with the history and facty with the exigency of humani- 
tarian right, and luoid promises mde by sir Henry Macvehon in the name 
of the British Goverment to H. u. King Hussein on behalf of the Arab 
Ration, te went oo far to say that the present bloody struggle in patient 
Palestine, is but between the rightful olaim of the Arabs and the vain 
demands of tho Zionists. Tie Treaty of Salfour contradicts the promises 
made by the Allies to the great Arab leader, notwithstanding the fact that 
Me Wilson's fourteen principles together with the statements of Great 
Britain and France annul the Treaty of Balfour. 


The principles of ure Wilson were to have peace reigning 
throughout the world and the right for the people to chose their destiny; 
The welfare and future of tho peoples is entrusted to the civilisation, 


In their combined declaration of November 7th, 1918 Great 
Britain and France munifested their ains during the war caused by tho 
oreed of Germany, that they would encourage and assist in forming small 
nations, and national administrations in Syria and Iraq and other states 
and to rooognise these govermonts upon their construction. Great britain 
and France have no intentions to impose on these States any form of 
govornzont establishments though it is olear that their dosign is to acc 
handes and adequately help the good administration of these governments 
chosen by the people themselves, 


It will therefore be noted that thore 4g no justifiable 
reason from the point of troatios, obligations and international lew or 
from the point of view of justice and human right forithe Treaty of 
Balfoure Wo free conscience or wiseman would consent that a group of foreign 
Zionists occupy the residences of another nation which fe the Islamic 
Arabio Nation. 


The danger was increased from the time the zionistes! enige 
ration into Palostine from all parts of the world and since they resolved 
to prooure land and property and gold and silver. 


Consequently, tho Arabs revolted against the Ziorsts, han 
pered their progress, collapsed their activity and threatened them with 
bankrupoy and failure. 


The Arabs revolted during the years 1921, 1920, 1938, 1936 
and later and all this imocent blood was ahod in palestine and ignored 
the severity of the stuggle and the effective weapons used &gainst then 
pede their belief, honor and faith was more powerful and effeotive at any 
t 2 
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. Ta thie manner Palestine and with it tho Arab Imtion that 
thoy are decided to fight for their right at no matter what cost and 

no matter whut sacrifice and bleod entailed to maintain their right and 
freedom, They oither live free or dic free. In their said struggle tho 
Arabs have no aim rather than their right and demand nothing else than 
this sacred right. the expropriation of Palestine and rendering it a 
craddle for Zionism is contradictory to all rudiments of justice and 
right. 


Palestine ia a part that cannot be divided, from larger 
Syriae And Syria cannot be taken away from larger Arab tion. The 
Arab poninsula obtained its freedom and independance. Irag and Egypt 
also obtained their freedom and indopendencse, and Syria has ontered her new 
Andependent state, Despite that, the zionism freuses Palestine to be free. 
God what a blasphemy 3s what sophian and paralysed speech. 


We do aot object the Zionism demanding th: inpossible nor 
wonder adhering to this behaviour but the advise her to be eensible and 
go back to history aud time to find that the entire of Furope could not 
wrench Palestine away from the Arabs. Despite being overwhelred by the 
Crusades, Palestine emerged free. Palestine has solemnly declared her 
word in all fields, and you can still her groaning, you can still hear 
the voices of her victims and volunteers. 


The arabs undertook this struggle with absolutely no animosity 
against the Jows as the Arabs, liko their anoestors, are generous and just. 
By their roligion and tradition the arabs are peacéful and peace~-lovinge 
the Arebs in their struggle do not fight tho Jews who are living and who 
have been living with them for many years, but they are fighting against the 
zionists and/or any other group who intend depriving thom of their indepen- 
CANCGs 


The Arabs stife for ‘alestine is nothing but for the Holy 
Land and what it contains of snored edifioese sir Alfred yaund (Lord 7) 
predicts that the day for constructing a temple has approached and that 
he would preach for the rest of his days that he would construot a temple 
for suleiman instead of Mosque (iasjid Al aqea)e 

The leader of the zionist inski 
(zinke Ty day to find the Jews a majority and the, Movemuedace a minority 

ool) another Zionist leade ° 

their tents and depart to the desert, trom whiah they sas” ooearey wer 
this prove their inner feelings and int ° 
larations by mide by the “lomtotes lenders: proves pent eee deo~ 
call for a struggle and saorifice 7 Peaceful minds and 


The arabe belioved and still believe in the 
sreuared by the Allies, which principles will finally prevail, but thet 
tho Telante Arable aanse At Soy tenet Prantibies by striving for ye rene 
e any rate, Zioniate! question t 
died and solved outside Palestine and the outa ot 
Arabic and other Islant 
because the anall Palestinian system cannot be “aden 
ar the Zionian lust 
eh pentanete Tt has been proven that the Zionistat activities tore. ny 
onal ty in Alestine is nothigg but a failuge despite 


Balfoure hat strikes the mind most is that a large m ore Treaty of 


the Zionisn Unity and strive for a friendship vetween the arabe and tetere 
e 
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Among these Jews are the Bazhdad one who have manifested 
on many occasions that they have nothing to do/: despiee this movement 
considering it an entirely political designed for the personal gains 
of the leaders. H.£, Sayid Hurd Bl Said has deolared to the pound Table 
Conference held in London that Baghdad Jews not only refuse to participate 
in thia move..ent but even refuse to have an agency of this 7Zionisa party 
in Iraq which intends to combine the Iraq Jews with the zionism union. 


Here we end thia article in conjunction with the Arabs! 
struggle for palestine and shall co: back on the subjeot again. 


CUNc WENTIAL 
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The following article was publisned in Saut Aleshoald 
daily newspaper of September 13th, 1943 


Mr. Martin Harlihay, lieuter's Special correspondent 
in this City, upon hig interview with HeE. General 
Nuri AleSaid, Iragi Prime Minister wrote 


His Excellency spoke vehemently about the Zionists! 
recent demands which Were attacked b 


and said that no otruggle exists between us and the 
Jews but the Zionista® pursuit 


have, by these means, given vent for trouble and dig. 
Comfort. Nevertheless, the Pe ; 
divers problems among them thig question. 


abtedecent aear eral SEVERE REY Ueda, grost, rorteoted 


PS, 


The above statement of tis Prine liinister hes 
been published in Many local papers. 
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subject: ALLIZD POLICY APTih ‘Tis WAR, AND ITS RELATION 2B WITH Tlits ARAB 
COUNTRIis. (Extract) 


rranslation; TKEXERX ceoeee It is very naturnul thet the ‘Tab public opinion 
should be directeg towards the Pelestinian question, and the sulfering of 
thet country at the present time throu.h some exceptions] conditions which 
azke its future quite unknown, and its vestiny indcodse, 


The Arab public opinion is perplexed about the future of the 
rightful oguestdion of that country, und teviews the dif.erent Phases by which 
the Pulestinian suestion has passed so fur. The Arup public opinion docs 


mises, und tisinokings disregarding the right of the Palestinian people 

in Betting independence und freedom, and self-rule.....Despite thet this 
Crucl fuct arises the fecling of Overy national Arab, it should not divert 
our attention from the developments tuking place all Over the world which 
are to vive the PCoples of the world & hope in a fre: future, Therefore, 
it 4s the right of the arb public opinion to ask: "what would be the fate 
oS the Atl: ntic Vherter as Concernexksiextinex the Avabic Palestine in par- 
ticular .nd all the Arab countries in beneral? Will 4t be the same fute 
us thut of all the declarations and Pledges mace formerly? 


We know quite well that the reactionery elements in the world 
went it to be 60, and thet they are trying to keep the Arab nation and all 
dhe nations ot the “orld under the yoke of oppression and exploitation by 
others. On the other hand we know quite well too, that there aré peoples 
peeuddne for frecdom, backeu by millions of working hands and cultivated 

x 


Oving peoples who sr@ trying to assure freedom for the world, including 
the Arab Countries, Cveesce 


Sut the existence of these forces of liberation whose in- 
portunce is increasing daily, should not induce the arab nation to be di. 
verteu from xhetr its Claims, but it must encourage it to bersevere in 
its strug.le for freedom, with the help of these forces, by the way of 
Coming in touch With then, +t ds Sssentinl that the Arabs should not 
overlook the danger of these reactionary elements, and the attempts xt 
they will endeavour after this wer to benefit from victory for their own 


The Arab Peoples who are fighting toduy for their national 
emancipation , and went to enjoy kee free and happy life in Gll the parts 
of the Arab world - being mink includeu in the present strug.le agoinst 
fascism —~ should look to the Allied policy after the war and its relations 
with the Arab countries, from the Point of view of the struggle of these 
forces of frecdom, and pay attention to the danger of the reactionary ele. 
ments, as regsrds the rightful arab problem, This attention will be of no, 
use to the Arabs if they do not strugle in order to obtain clear and 
definite declarations promising .he independence of their countries and 


their fr &¢ eNo doubt, if the Allied policy after the war will inolude 
gee Feee 
buch/declerations 


which cannot be ignored after the Wurs CONFIDENTIAL 


Ag. AUMAN NiwSPAPbh e eeoescee SsAPTousiR 15 


TTT 
Subjects "THE PuACis CONFERENCE aND THE ZIONISTS! CLAINS" 
AN IMPORTANT DSULANATION MAUS oY Te bitin RiINTSTER. 


Tronslation: Martin holnhey, Reuter®s special correspondent in xx Bagh- 
dad, said, after his conference with his Excellency the Generul Nuri As- 
Said, that the latter spoke ardenfly about the last Zionist claims which 
have becn criticizec by the loc.1 newspapers, saying: 


"There is no £m struggle agxxnyxkindwhatever between us and 
the Jews; but in view of the means of violence und force followed by 
the 4ionists, these have uroused troubles. But the peace conference will 
solve many problems, including this one. The last Zionist movement is 
beginning to have an adverse reaction against the “ews in the Arab countries 
although these Arab Jews do not sympatha&ze with the Zionist movement cnd 
its claims. 


CONTIDENTIAL 


ANNADIM NEWSPAPER. «+seeeee +e SEPTEMBER 15, 194 


“Subject: ZIONISK AND PALESTINE'S ARABISU. CONFIDENTIAL 


Translation; Under these hard circumstances the Zionists are having no 
slackening in their continued wrongdoing and in the following up of un- 
founded dreams which flashed in the minds of some of thems They aroused 

the question of the Zionist National Home , without appreciating the present 
situation. They should have rather been more peaceful and calm, and get rid 
of their stupidity , as the Arabs have given them the most striking examples 
for they have dislookeu this question temporarily, and are cooperating with 
the Allies sincerely until the time when the forces of freedom will defeat 
the barbarous forces of darkneSeceecses 


Yes, the Zionists are having no slackening in gmk letting us 
hear their voices, emitted here und there, mmk claiming the Arabic Palestine 
as a National Home for them.... Palestine s whose Arabism hase mexerx not 
been ignored but by the ZAonistdesececseesand nobody approved them but their 
followers (tails).se.ee.. Palestine's Arabism, therefore, is an undoubted 
fact, and the Zionist false claim is an undoubted fact todececees gAnd the 
Arabs are not afraid from the Zionists'a exclamations, and they/not fear 
the false stories which the Zionists are relating to prove their xixkt 
imaginary right in Palestine. Palestina is an integral part of the Arab 
countries, and the Arabs! clinging to it is increasing in strength daily; 
and the falseness of the Zionist claim is being discovered from moment to 
woment; thett hopes are frustrated and ther dreams unrealizedececes 
They can talk whatever they like, they can cling to Allusions ceoescccccces 
but Palestine w remain for the Arabs because it is Arabice....+eeand 
the Arabs will /abundam this mxxk dear part of their country and they will 
go on struggling tall the end of ends, in order to Jeep it for themselves... 
despite the Zionistsececcces 


GOivs DENTAL 


AZZAMAN NEWSPAPERe cesececcsssecsccccecs SLPTiMBER 17, 1943 


Subject: Ti ARAB COUNTRIES AND UR. CORDELL HULL'S SPECH. 


Translation: In the time that the Democracies are winning brilliant vic- 
tories in the theatres oi war, whether considering Italy's surrender, or 
Germanyx's continued defeats an the Lastern ront, or Japan's failures in 

the Pacifg islands, we are glad to listen to responsible men from the Allies 
asruring/from time to time of their sincere decision to follow a world policy 
built on the basis of high principals,of moral, and xoimkktingx recognising 
the price of liberty, weeperty and tiie respect of the individual, and that of 
nutions, whatever their races, religions, modes of living and educetions. 


Lately we heard some extracts from Mr. Cordell Hull's speech 
through the rudio, which specch was broadgast on Monday last, in which he 
E gave us the principles on which America's foreign policy has been built. 


Ur. Cordell Hull disclosed that the Democracies ' victory 
is now u well established fact, especielly ufter Italy's surrender and the 
defeat of the xmm smaller nations those sattelites of the Axis, and Germany's 
ana Japan's dislocation. Despite this, Mr. Cordell Hull called on the Unitec 
Nations for the necessity of doubling their efrorts in order to vanquish 
German, und Japan definitely. In his point of view, the broeaxthingxkoaxda 
most important thing to do in order to defeut the Axis, ond after thut defeat ' 
is to appreciate the necessity of following a foreign policy built up on a 
mutual nelp be$ween tie nations, and on the basis of high moral, ans right, 
and justice, instead of the policy of, intrigues, treason, and the devouring 
of the weak by the strongest. 


what pleased us in the specch of ir. Coracll Hull, was his 
belief that the roots of the world problems are lying in xiue education and 
Rhukuckeyazx moral, before all. As long as the nations domms: not put down 
internationallaws of morel, which will be sucrec und respected, no peace and : a 
quiet can dmexzuxuxedxta lsst in the worlds; and the hwnanity would never 
reach its hixhx noble aims. Politics, tiercfore, should come out of its 
error, and get rid of old methods, If not the war will never cease, and 
victory in this war will MHUXEXBNXpX Not be worth while. Therefore, the 
essentiel cause of the war is/psychological moral one. If this cause ceases 
to exist, all the politi gl, economical and social problems are solved. 
‘There should be laws sab none. EXLE agrecd upon eeERBEx the nations, which 
will be sacred by all, as is the case saeknx emong individuals. There should 
be a cooperation umong, ull in order to respect these laws, and that moral., 
and to beat anybody who tries to contravene them, 


in this spérit Mr. Cordell Hull enumerated six principles 
m& for America's foreign policy, hoping that the 2kkket nations all over 
the world would &a act uccording to these principles after this war. Here 
we are translatin; them, in spirit and not in words; 


1- To act according to the principle of self-—determination 


as regards all the nations, on the condition that all of these nations 
should be ready to bear States8 responsibilities. 


IDENTIAL 
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é- To uct according to tie principle of eyuality in law und before the 
law, among nations, no matter if they ore xtramgxax big or small. 


3- To act oc ordin,, to the principle of non-intervention in internal 
affairs of uny State. vor the Stutes are free in their internul pukicien 
affuirs, whether political or economical, or sociul, as long es thétr be- 
haviour does not harm the rights of other States. 


4~ To act according to the principle of"equal opportunity" to all States 
in commerce und ecomony. 


d= Tox act accordin; to the principle of mediation f s82e7e political 
problems; and refer to the inlernutionul court to solve/pro dag HXXKAXE. 


6- To act accordin, to the principle of "Sociul Security" , and the 
Collaboration of all the States in punishing those who contravene the internu~ 
tions laws. 


Mr. Hull sincerely ussures that these principles are ndispensable for 
the relutions between the Stutes ufter victory is won, and RE wounds thet 
humanity has sultered in this wur are cured, so that humanity would avoid 
the misery of other wars in the ruture. 

their 

We believe thut the srabsxakkan in xkx difierent countrieg, are welcomihg 
these principles and those o} America's foreign policy. All we hope is to see 
that these principles are applied for ull the nationg of the world, including 
the srabs countries, without exception. We do not doubt as regards the good 
intention of Mr. Hull (considering th:t he is speaking in the name of the 
UsedeAs VovgEpnent2 towards &h all the arab countries. Despite the fact that 
America's Gn towards the independent arub countries k was and still 
is friendly, we still hope that america's foreicn policy would not be affecteu 
by the Zionist propayenda, concerning Palestine's future ; especially as we 
heard that the Zionist political movement is a hostile and renctionary one, 
and does not differ from she Nazism and Fascism. all we want end hope is 
that the principle of self-determination be applieu im by the origins] inha- 
bitants of Palestine: This is the well-known Wilsonian principle, which 
Mr. Hull has made the first one of the principles of America's foreign policy. 
Palestinesoriginal inhabitants have expressed their opinion concerning their 
future destiny before the Keng-Krein committee, end on several). other occusions 
afterwards. ‘the inhabitants of the arab countries expressed their opinion 
converning Palestine, considering thet it is a natural part of the Arab world, 
connected with the other arab countries by natural deep relations. 


we nope thut these principles be eppliea in the Arub countries of North 
Africa, as these countries have suffered very much from oppression xNt 
vy them Italians. No doubt these countries have sufiered terrors in this war 
and presenteu to the Allies all the help they could offer, so they have been 
deserving to be treated according to the principle of self-determination to 
which “r. Hull is calling. At last we are very optimistic regurding the fue 
ture of mankind, and we hope that liberty, justice and peace will be ests 
blished umong the nations and individuals. Despite the fact thet #ilson's 
principles have not becn applied completely in the past, we hope to see the 
leaders of the Allied Nations, acting to apply them » Wilson's successor in 
front of then. 


Baghdad, September 25, 1943. 


strictly Confidential 


No. 471 


Subject: Anti-Zioni st Press Campaign 4 


tinues. 


The Honorable 


The Secretary of 
vashington, D. C. 


Sir: 


T have the honor t 


State, 


despatch no. 464 of September 17, 1943 
current anti-Zionist press canpaign at 
excerpts fron an arti 
commenting on the Prime Min- 


forward herewith 


raq, 


17, 1943, in Al-Iraq 
,ster's statement on sionisn (quoted i 
under reference), and from two article 
Shuab, # minor Baghdsd paper, whose wi 
dicative of the extremes of language t 
local anti-Zionists sometimes £0- Saut Al-Sheab's 
articles were entitled "The Plans of t 
Canoer in the Body of the Arab Countries" (September 
~ An Impending Thr eat 
Countries" (September 17). 


15) and w7fonism 


in Baghdud now believ 
n - now apparently tapering off - 


Zionist press campaig 
was designed to be an answer to the Ji 
in the United States. 
ton forwards to Baghdad copious clippi 
articles appearing in American papers, 
asserted that Nuri Pasha felt that his 
past two years in keeping the Palestin 


of the local pape 
of the extreme pr 


publicity in the Un 


rs c 
ovoc 


ould now be given 
ation afforded by 


ited Stutes. 


For the Departnent's confidential 
4t is known to the Legation that the Baghdad British 


Embassy Public Re 


Leti 


ons Section naint 


file of -pro-Zions st press clippings fr 
States, and it {g maintained by vuriou 
Iraqi contacts of the Legation that th 
made no effort to tamper the violence of the present 
anti-Zionist campaign. In fact, the 4 
4-Zionist campaign, which develops 
na largely into an an 
fits easily into 4 GC 
of things for the British, in which th 
o-Zion while Britain 
new one to the Legation, which 


made that the ant 
in the popular ni 
Zionist campaign, 


{gs labelled as pr 
This thesis is no 
has heard it expo 
in the past. 


File No. 600 Tae, 


REG :mph 


ta 
unde 


\ 


ad by many Iraqis 


Respectfully yo 


om 


Daniel Gaud 
Chargé a'Affaires 


Enclosures: As stated. 


t Baghdad Con- 


o refer to the Legation's 


; regarding the 
Baghdad, and to 
cle of September 


ld talk ig in- 
o which the 


he Zionists Are 


to the Arab 


e that the anti- 


oni st publicity 
jon at Yashing- 
nes of Zionist 


up in the face 
the Zionist 


gntormation, 


ains 4 conplete 

om the United 

g - and numerous - 
9 Embassy has 


ssertion is even 


ti-aAmerioan- 
onvenient schene 
e United States 
{gs pro-Arab. 


in similar form 


urs, So 


in re ; 
ad interin 


as : a 


Enclosure to despatch no. 471 of Septenber 25, 1943 
from the American Legation, Baghdad. 


SOURCE: AL-IRAQ 


"Can anybody deny that the problem of Palestine 
was and still is the unhealing wound in the being of 
the security of the Near East? Is it right that this 
problem should remain a cause of troubles and diffi- 
culties and a challenge arousing the millions of Arabs 
end Muslims in the world? Is it magnanimous and just 
that the Zionists should deny ond suppress the rights. 
of the Arabs to their own country? Is it possible for 
peace to reign in the Arab Hast as long as Palestine 
remains a breeding place for Zionish to threaten it 
and the surrounding Arab countries? They resort to 
brute force and violence in their attempt to attain 
their desires...The arousing activities of the Zion- 
4sts force the Arabs everywhere to fight it with all 
their might... Iraq and the rest of the Arab countries 
will fight the claims of Zionism in Palestine until 
this application is put an end to and the right is 
restored..." 


SOURCE: SAUT AL-SILAAB 


"Te Plans of the Zionists Are Cancer in the 
Body of the Arab Countries." 


"The heilish plans of the Zionists ure cancer 
in the body of the Arab countries... As regards ‘The 
Jewish National Home in Palestine' the Zionists own no 
such right more than the right of American Indians to 
America und of the Romans to Britain... The Jews 
occupied Palestine by aggression against its original 
inhabitants the Philistines, then Palestine was captured 
by the Chaldeans, the Greeks, the Romans and the Arabs 
successively. ‘The Arabs remained and ruled the country 
for a longer period than thst spent there by the Jews. 
Therefore, the Jews have no more right to Palestine 
than the Arabs... The idea of the Zionists to found a 
‘National Home' in Palestine is a satanic one aiming 
at robbing the rights of others in the Holy Land... 
Undoubtedly the Jews of Iraq disagree with the Zionists 
... The Allies ought to solve the Problem of Palestine 
finally so that peace may be restored to the land froin 
where the Lord of Peace (Jesus Christ) preached to the 
world." 


SOURCE: SAUT AL-SHAAB 
"Zionism An Impending Threat to the Arab Countries" 


"If Europe will be saved from Germany after the 
victory of the Allies, the Arab countries will fall 
shortly victim to the danger of Zionism. If the world 
is getting nearer to days of peace at the end of this 
war, the Arab World is nearing harder difficulties 
in the days of peace than during those difficulties 
and calamities the world faced during the war days. 
If the plans of the Zionists succeed and if Palestine 
is given to them as a 'National Home! for the Jews, 
we can say thet those who pretend to give Palestine 
away are doing the Jews more harm than good. The 


problem/ 


a a 


probiem of Palestine will breed hatred between the 
Arabs und the Jews which will bring forth troubles and 
bloodshed, not only in the Holy Lend but all over 

the Arab countries, where Jews are living now in peace, 
of such negnitude to eclipse those of the past as 
ploythings... The establishment of Zionism in Palestine 
will either end in the annihilation of the Arabs by 
poverty and disease us 4 result of the existence of 
the Zionists among them or in the extermination of the 
Jews as o reaction against misleading end wrong policy. 


"ye know that the Temple of Solomon is ruined, 
that the Holy of Holies ig defiled by the entrance 
of the Gentiles, that thers 43 no High Priest, no 
burnt offering, no Haronite und no Levite to serve 
sn the House of the lord. “hat then are the Zionists 
after in establishing ® Jewish 'Netionol Home '? Do 
they want to restore the Kingdom of Israel? If so, 
whero are the tribes now, where ure the descendants of 
Dovid and will a descendant of the Tribe of Judah 
or one of the Tribe of Benjomin be their future 
king? ‘hat sre the leaders of Christiandom after in 
assisting the Zionists to restore the Jewish Kingdon? 
Do they want to belie or refute the sayings of the 
Holy Bible which said, ‘This people will have no king 
and no kingdom uny more!? Are not the Zionists the 
descendants of those wo were shouting that Christ be 
orucified, saying: ‘Let his blood be upon us and upon 
our children'? Let them suffer what they deserve. The 
Arabs are more merciful to then than the politicians 
of Kurope or Americe. On whom will these wretched 
ones live as parasites if they find themselves ina 
country where none others live but Jews? Hence, de- 
ceive not yourselves, Oh Ye Zionists, the Jews of the 
East are our brethren with whom we live in brotherly 
spirit and in peace. As regards Palestine the najority 
of its inhabitants are Arabs and its sacred things are 


common to all." 


que | bee 
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OUTPOST REPORT 


FROM: BAGHDAD OUTPOST | REPORT NOe 8 SEPT. 25,143 


SUBJECT; Anti-Zinnist campaign in tho Arab press; Arab Unity develop-~ 
monts, etc. (cont.) 


COUNTRY RPORTED ON: IRAQ SUBJECT NUMBER:1510 
SOURCK AND DEGREE oF RELIABILITY: Notod ag mentioned herowith, 
CLASSIFICATION: Confidential 


ENCLOSURES: Translations from the Arabic press: British Embassy 
transcrivt of a press conference, 


NOTES: Propared sopt. 25 for inclusion in weolrend Diplomatic Pouch, 
Copies su:plied to amorican Legation, Baghdad. Original delivored 
unsealed to Legation as dirocted, . 


Based on the definitions on Page 1 of IRG1, I am afraid that this report 
must bo classified ag "Information" rather than ‘Intelligonce", I shall 
try to avoid drawing any conclusions, and will simply pass on whatover 
scoms rolevant to me among developments in the past weelr, 


Firstly, the anti-Zionist and Sporadically anti-Somitic campaifn in tho 
Arabic pavers of Baghdad came to an end last weck with tho abruptness 

of the close of a Broadway vaudeville acts to which it boro meny 
Pesomblancos. And it was followed, after a brief pause for resetting tho 


The Colonel was unveiled at a RDESEXERALAMENER press conforonce held 

at Baghdadts Zia Hotel September 21, Attached to this report is a 

copy of an official transcript of the procecdings of this conference 
supplied me by F.JsBradshaw, Acting Public Relations attache of the 
British Embassy, at my request following the meotinge Also attached are 
two translations of one story which followed the meeting in a local 
paper, plus another translation of a second article. I did not attond 
this meeting because it was fairly apparent in advence that American 
representation could be of no value to us, and could possibly lead to 


Colonel Newcombe lost no time in sounding his keynotes, after a 
proliminary reiteration that his views were purely personale In briof, 
he said; 

le Great Britain ts bound by the white Paper of May, 1939, rt 
is tho right of the yrab world to "force’ Britain to execute her 
obligations and her policy" (This statement not inolu official 
tnenscript but reported by the press == gee "D!) IDENTIAL 
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, 2 Zionist activity was pinned squarely on the coatetails of 
America, (Of. official transcript: "I do not deny that you have 
cause for irritstion. with the Zionists shouting and screaming all 


shout, the more the people of Groat Britain and Anerica got tired of 
thom, ") Note that the sams transcript quotes him as saying "Very 


mony Jews, ospecially in England, accopt tho White Paper," 


Se No montion its made anywhere of the Balfour Declaration or 
its official rocognition, | 


4. From tho conferonce has grown "spontaneously" a sugzyost ion 
(at Shihab, Sopt. 23; translation attached) that "it 43 necessary to 
ind an organization for the press in the Arabic political organizations 
in all the Allied countrios, especially in the USA, in order to organize 
counterattacks against the Zionist attacks in the American newspapers, 
Wo believo that tho American nowspapers will open their columns to 
publish tho Arabat opinions..." 


So much for chief developmonts in the campaign, Following incidents 
during tho samo period may throw additional light on the subject: 


1. With tho idoa of including a roferonce (for information purposes) 
to Nuri Satidts statoment on Zionism in a cable sent NY Septembor 22, 
I called the US Military censor hore and asked him to call British 


to censor our cebles, ho would appreciato seoing what was being sent, 
I asked, as guidanco, what ho thought would acceptable to Embassy. He 


identical text presontod)xsxandx thon :mddedzthat xt hex one kau wae was 
then sent Bradshaw, who had, meanwhilo, via telophone suggested that 
I mention that the campaifm was aimed at combatting Zionist agitation 


reported mmktZionist campaign in the American PYESSe.e) Importance of 
all this preamble is that on receiving my cable, Bradshaw called to 
ask why I didnit include quotations from the newspaper articles in 
cable to New York. fT told him such quotations were completely une 
newsworthy, being sclely the unofficial rantings of a 


editors in the middle of the Mesopotamiam desert... that Nurits statement 
had a modicum of news value because Nuri is Prime Ninister, 
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-2e It is of intorest that the day before Newcombets conference appoared 
in the press, Bradshaw told me via phone that while the Embassy had 
nothing to do with the Colonel's press conferonce, he (Bradshaw) was 
Going to send out the transcftpt to the pross, Following day I called 
(after reading accounts of the conferonce) and mentioned this remark, 
asking if he could spare mo a copy. Bradshaw seid that "As a mattor 

of fact, we didn't sond it out, but we saw it and passed the first 

part of it for publication, but they've used it all." He said, however, 
that he could send me a copy -- which he did, by mossenger, This 

copy was marked in blue pencil to show what had been passed for 
publication; I am similarly marking the attached copy. Scction passed 
included all quoted references to America above. 


S. Identification of Americu with the cause of Zionism, mcanwhile, 

is being accomplished more and moro,daily,through the chief moans of 
Baghdad!s nowsetransmission <-- rumor. And curiously onough, most of 
these rumors run through the Jowish community. One of these rumors, 
told by a Jewish family to another Jowish resident, ran to the effoct 
that "Roosevelt has settlod the Palestine quostion in favor of tho Jows, 
and the Baghdad press campaign is being carried on by Nuri Satid only 
to cover up." Another is to the effect that a Jowish ropresentative 
called on the American Legation here and was assured by the Minister (2) 
to "nevor mind; don't worry; Amcrica is going to soe to it that your 
rights aro respectod", Another (roported tbo me as hoard among Moslom 
Traqis) ran to tho effect that Ali Jawdat had been barred from spoaking 
in Washington, at a meeting of Jewish leaders to discuss Palestine'ts 
future. Another to the effoct that Jawdat had been imprisoned for 
speaking out on the Arab cause in America. Another that he was being 
shipped out of the country for the samo thing. Naturally, all these 
stories sound childishly simply...but they're not intended to impress 
an intelligentsia. Rogardless of their original sponsorship, it is 
obvious that having them stem from the Jewish conmunity aids the cause 
of whoever may wish to stir up Arab-Jewish antagonismse FYI =- tho 
rumors from the Jewish community cited have beon related to mo by a 
Jowlsh typist here, to whom they were ropeated as gospele 


4. During a visit to this office last weok, Bradshaw spontancously 

told me at great length the following about tho Baghdad anti-Zionist 
press campaign...: 

That it was started here by Nuri gatid at the request of Ali Javdat, 

to whom the Iraq government was sending six copies of evory Arabic paper 
printed during the course of the campaign, for Jawdat'!s uso in 
publicizing Iraq Arab points of view on Palestine...that it was xux 
official in nature, and that the papers wero mm called on to print the 
articles whether they liked them or not...that one papor refused to 
print one handout; was threatened, and then printed it with the load 

tIn accordance with the freedom of the press, we are printing the 
attached handout"...that the writer was fired and threatenod with 
imprisonment for this act...(I have been unable to locate this story or 
vorify the event)...that one newspaper printed one of tho articles with 
a lead-off stating that tho story was a transcript of a spsech on Radio 
Baghdad of the previous day (which it was)...and was then called upon 
to re-rm six copies of the edition with this line dropped out, in order 
that the six sent Jawdat would not reveal the fact that the article was 
government=issued (Radio Baghdad is an official government station), 

but would seem to be spontaneous editorial comnent,. 
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PARSS CONFRAUNCE CONFIDEN TIAL 


Held by Colonel Newcombe at the Zia Hotel, Baghdad, at 12.06 hours on 
Tuesday, 2let September, 1943, 


Present:- lr. F.d. bradshaw, acting Public Relations Attache. 
Al Saiyid Jabran Molkun, Proprietor of al skhbar. 
Al Saiyid Hussain Rahal, xepresentutive of the Directorute 
General of rroouganda. 
Al caiyid Razouk Ghanem, Froprietor o2 al Iragqe 
Al Saiyid Musa hebib, of Al chihab. 
The iditor of Rai al wan. 
Lieutenant instead, of the lraq YVine:. 


Colonel Newcombe suid that he thought it would be wiser that what he said 
should not go outside Iraq, because hoe was going on to Syria, Palestine 
and Egypt, and the people in these countries would rather hear whet he 
had to say direct, after he had Secon their own puople. 


Al Saiyid Musa Habib pointed out that Iraqi newspapers went out of the 


country. 


Cotnel Newcombe then said that tnis dia not matter, us long as what he 
said was not sent to news agencies for publication in foreign newspapers. 


He then said: "another very importent thing is that everything 
Isay is entirely my own personal Opinion. My views on arab unhty are 
unofficiul and entirely personal." 


2 He then read the following stutement, written by him that 
morning: "The life of Great Britain and of its people depends on sea 
communications being secure. Therefore for 20U yeurs we huve tried to 
keep peace from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean. Gibraltur, Malta, the 
Suez Canal, adan, and equally the route from Haifa to Basra, must be 
sectire. «AS we depend on world trade, this security hetps the world 
equally with the nations on either side of these routes, who are equally 
guarenteed security from outside aggression. Mussolini could not attack 
ligypt in 1935, becuuse Great Britain occupied the Suez Canal, so he sent 
for Abyssinia instead. In our own interests, therefore, we protect smaller 
powerson these routes froin aggression, to their benefit as well as our 
own, and because of tiat security they ure on «u 3 per cent instead of a 6 
or 8 per cent basis financizlly." Colonel Newcombe here remarked that 
he was trying to bring out that our hold on the:e routes was not only 
a@ credit but ulso a considerable debit to us. He continued his statement: 


"We have a treaty with agypt to secure the Safety of the suez 
Canal, and for our own and world trede secure the safety of Keypt from 
outside outside aggression, and in ponce time we do not interfere with 
internal affairs. Similarly, we have a treaty with Iraq on the same 
lines. 4n the future in Arab sountries we must secure routes for our 
road from Haifa to Basra. Et will be for the Great Powers to decide after 
the war the share every power takes in this duty, which is fundemental. 
Once this security is provided, the countries on either sidé5 of the route 
should settle their own political affairs. If they wish to unite out 
ebéhomically, and lites on politically, it is for ment yneke out their 
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own plans on a common Cause, realistic lines. a similer GONFIDENTIAL 
made with Irag or Kgypt could be amplified to guarantee the 5Sulcty of 
Communicutions and other advantigese 


Now we come to ralestine. Great britain is bound by the white 
Paper of lay 1959. It is on ureut Britain s good fuith that the future 
of Pale:tine and neighbouring countries depends. shat White Papes is 
and must be tne foundation of british help, und therefore must be the foxx 
foundation of arab unity, «hose who stir up unti-Je ish feelings in the 
Press and eleewherc are, in wy vie., the enemies of Arab unity, becuuse 
the White Paper wakes it Clear that the soomer Arab and Jews cooperate, 
the sooner Palestine wili be independent, Very muny dews, especially in 
snglind, accept the White ruper. The Arabs, therefore, should cooperate 
with the reasonable Jews and ignove the extremists. This will speed up 
the independence of Folestine. Arabs and lioslems have always professed 
tolerance of Jews in history; let the Arabs prove it now, and remember 
what persecutions the Jews have had in recent years. Let Arab energy go 
towards construction in their ow countries, and to help finish the war. 
Any energy spent in futile discussion on Palestine is age-inst Arab 


have been working on this Arab unity question for 38 yeurs and t huve to 
talk to reesonable People, Members of Yarliament and others, in‘ England, 
to put the cause before them, 80 that they can understand what ¢ am 
talking about. Directly you talk to Tessonable people, if you tulk with 
prejudice they will not listen to you any more. They discount all you 
say, and you discredit your views, which may be perfectly sensible in 
other ways. But if you talk with common sense they say, "Right, this is 
quite fair, so the rest of what you scy on the arab Side is probably 
sensible.' For your own interests I think it igs terrivly important to 
bet that understood by the people here. I do not deny thut you have 
cause for irritation. With the Zionists shouting and screaming all over 
America, it is very natural to want to shout back, but + am sure it is 
wiser not. The more they shout, the more people in Great Britain and 


Colonel Newcombe thon offered to answer any questions that might be put 
to him. 


Al_Saiyid Reasouk Ghanam asked what Colonel Newcombe thought about the 
f 


ate of 5yria and the Lebanon in the matter of Arab unity, with regard to 


Colonel Newcombe: "It ids literally not for Ine to say at all. as regards 
France, that will be settled, surely, b y the bowers after the Ware 

after all, those Comuunications are all that are of importance to the 
Great Powers, whatever they are France, or america, or Great Britain, or 
who they are, If l Were american, [ should Say to France: ‘Syria and 
the Lébanon has nothing to do with ommunications. By all means take 
your share of responsibility for making Communications safe.! But What 
the people want in Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, or Iraq is their business 
and not that of France or England, provided that Communications are safe, 
It is not, therefore, for Great Britain to tell Frence to move out. You 


FE 


Directly wo move out of Pelestine, what cxcuse can vranchQNEIDENTIA L 
continuing her wandate in Syria? But it is not for me to say, am it is 
ngt for Greut rituin to saay, it is for the Great rowers, and perhaps 
America most usefuliy, vbeciuse they are speaking quite independently. It 
4s very difficult for us to sug.est such a thing to France. It is not 
difficult for america. But do not ask Great ritain to t81l1 France to 
move out, and do not ask ne, because I am not going tol" 


In answer to a question frou usa Hudib, Jolonel Newcombe said thut he 
thought the question of oyriau would be settled autom.ticully. 


Musa Habib then referred to the atlantic Cherter. 


Colonel Newcombe: "I think you wils find it will come. Comuon senses 
will overcome the tredition in which Frunce considers it her duty to 
protect the Christians aguinst thoce 'very siicked Moslems'." 


Colonel Newcombe then ucscribed how he had come out on board 
ship with a party of 11 Iragi stuacnts, who had been four yerrs in 
Enclond. Lixe wany otner Iragis ticy were tulxing politics and saying 
that nothing was being done because the ministers were so idle. He told 
them "for God's sake shut up". Ne hud a conference with them every 
morning. ‘They discussed what wus being done in Iraq on various questions 
such as agriculture, irrigation, health, etc., and wheat needed to be done. 
He told them to cut out tne talk, und when they got home to try and form 
private committees umong the people and get thinge done, pointing out 
that similar methods were used in snylund. liuny improvements were needed, 
and very often it was not u quustion of woney but of getting the right 
people. ‘They should preach this iuea, und try to give people something 
te think about, and still more important vomething to act about, instead 
of all this rather harmful gus. ‘the discussion had been carried out in 
a great spirit of goodwill ana he considered tii.t they had been helpful. 


Al Saiyid Musa Habib asked how the atlantic Uhurter wis going to be 
applied to the Arab countries. 


Colonel Newcombe saia thut they hue ull heard many rumours about wat 
post-war reconstruction was going to be. tte knew that very definite 
plams were being worked out by the Gre:.t Powers. There had been a great 
deal of talk of forming #regions - say one region of the Scandinavian 
countries, with perhaps one of the Great Powers, another region for 
Central Burope, and so on. .s far as the areb countries were concerned, 
they would form | region if thut system wus adopted. Nothing had been 
published or wes «nom in imglend before he left. 


1 Saivid Hussi:in Rahal reculied that Mr. Vhurchill hud referred to 
these plans. 


Colonel Newcombe said Yes, there wus no questions but that something was 
being done. 4e considered that the re:l faujt of the old League of 
Nations was that it did not realise that you cannot have law without 
power. You have got to have power to enforce law. If it is a question 
of a thief, you have to have police to arrest him. The League of Nations 
forgot that very simple faat before, and so they failed. : 


: CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Referring again to arab unity, he suid that he had been 
mixed up in it for very many years, and it was not for him to give any 
advice atvall. He had his own ideas, but it was for them to work it 
out for themselves. If we were asked for help we would give it, but we 
were not going to barge in. 


Al Saiyid Hussaim Rahal said that the arab countries believed that if 
the Great Powers wanted Arab unity to be achieved, it would be achieved. 


Colonel Newcombe said that arub unity could not be achieved at once, it m 
might take 20 years, but it wus for the Arabs to work it out. 


Saiyid Hussain Musu_said that he thought that Palestine, Syria, Trans- 
fordan and Iraq were more ready for unity than other Arab countries, 
even at once. ‘they hud the same difficulties, the same mwentul outlook 
and had all been part of the same Ottoman Empire for esnturies. What 
Colonel Newcombe had said more applied to Egypt, but these countries 
were more ready. 


Colonel Newcombe said thut then it wus for the Arabs to draw up a sensible, 
practicul scheme und tuke their own initiative. 


Al Saiyid Hussain Musa _ said that Syria had had difficulties with Turkey 
over Alexandretta and felt the need for unity with other Arab states 

to give them more power to defend themselves, so he thought it is not 
essential to wait for years. ‘the case of Egypt and even the Yemen was 
different, but these countries were more reudye 


Colonel Newcombe: “We all know that they are perfectly ready for Arab 
unity, but they have got to think out ruther curefylly how they wese 
going to do it." It was going to mean more than just writing it out 
on paper and saying they would be united tomoyrow morning. 


Al Saiyid Hussain Musa said that these countries felt it was essential 
for them to unite. 


Colonel Newcombe said that nobody doubted that, but that did not mean 
thht they bad not got some work to do to make it practical. What thyy 
had to do was to make their scheme sensible and practical and the sooner 
they made such a scheme the easier it would be to put it through. He 
had said he thought that communications and the White Paper for 
Palestine were the essential foundations, and if they accepted those 
foundations they had something to build on. 


Al Saiyid Hussain Musa said that they accepted this. They were to be 
in good relations with the Great Powers, especially Brituin. That was 
the foundation. 


Colonel Newcombe. "That is ali I have given youe I purposely kept away 
from anything that was your business and not anything to do with me." 
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The fLoliowin, is the stotement muue by Colonel Newcombe 
at the press-men's conlterence held on Tuesday morning 
(September 21st 1043) at the wie siotel, Bughdad, where 
he is stuying. 


i aa eae oe ey 


ky opinions cencerning the arabic Union are quite personal 
and do not represent any official point of view and tiuere- 
fore desire my stutements be taken on the foliuwing bases. 


Jt 45 known tuat tue life of the sritish populution degunded on 
the safe meritime cowawunicutions and thereby we have strived 
for the past two hundre« yeurs to huve the seas open viu 
Gibrulter, Multa, Suez Cunel as far as the indiun Ucean 

in aduition to the lund reute between ucifea and baurahe and 
since the life of the sritish popul: tiun depenaed on the world 
wide comuerce therefore the peace and sufeguuerd of these lincs 
benefited the other ruces. Jor tuis reuson we nave endeavored 
to defend tne nuiions lying on these routes. Colonel Newcombe 
uve an exanple that Lussolini failed to at.ack sgypt in 1935 
because Brituin controlled the Juez Canal, he tuercfore, atruck 
Abyssinia. 


It will be assumed that our interests demund our defending all 
small. stutes lying on these routes from uny outside attack and 
such small states have already gained from this defence to the 
extent that some hive maneged to borrow at the rate of 3% ine 
terest instead of 6% when they wanted to carry out economic 
and constructional projects in their countrics. 


#6 have made a treaty with sgypt to ensure the sureguard £m of 

the suez Cunel to enable us secure world trade and keep Lyypt 
away Prom any attuck, without interfering in her internal afruirs. 
This treaty nud its eflect on cementing the finencial support and 
enabled her contract a loan at 3%. I have already stuted that 
britain has two route of comuunications between liaifa and Basra — 
airmail and overlund = and it is ossential that these routes ure 
sefe; after the war, the safeguard of these routes would be as 
decid.d upon by the nections tat would allot the shares and duties 
in doin, so without the sligitest inmpeciment. 


The duty in the present upkecp 1s enshouldered by writain doubte 
less of the fuct that the small nutions lying on tiese routes 
have wvery right with the co-operation of other nations to ante 
her needs frecvly and if she docs not want to be taken econdni-g 
cally and then politically then it will left to ie to make her 
designs on this basis jointly. : 
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The two treatics signed between uritain und kyypt cond Irag 
can be sup orted in such a form that it would ensure sufe 
comuunic.tions for Britain and all other world nations in 
the sume way it would defend any outside attack, tius it 
would be in a position to obtuin « loan for handling any 
economical und constructional schenes with at a very low 
interest. 


Volonel Newcombe tuen referred to the kulestine af. uir Buying 
"uritain is bound by tie purport of the white wetter issued 
in ley 1339 and the arabs huve tie risht to force srituin 
exeouta her obligations and avr policy. There 4s no doubt 
that the future of vulestine und the stuted adjacent depended 
on the good intentions on writuin and the fulfilment of her 
promises, 


This white lettcr is the foundution of the british policy 

and upon it resto the execttion of tuis policy. 1 consider all 
those who provoke the onti-jevish feeling, either in the local 
papers or otherwise, ure tic enemies of the Arabic Union since 
the provisions of the iwhite Letter are quite clear and defined 
that the collaborution between tho Arubs and Jews in Palestine 
would bring the independence of valestine earlier. 


There exist in Pulestine as well eas in Britain who adhere to 
the principles of the white Letter and it is therefore in the 
interest of the arubs to oo-opergte with them and ignore all 
vadiculs for this, as 1 hud already stited, would ensure an 
early date whereby Palestine would obtein her independence. 


iligtory bears witness that tne arabs have very well treuted the 
Jows so it is upto the arabs to follow the exuuple of their 
6rendfathersy and prove that. 


it is desired from all the Arubs, in all their regions, to do 
their utmost in building their country and participating in 
ending the war, and I tell thom thet any effort made. in trivial 
disputes would be of no avail and wasted end of no gein for the 
Ware 


After finishing from expressing his Opinion, which he stated 
personal and without ofiicial form, Colonel Newcombe invited 

all newspuper-uen who attended the conference to ask bd 
question, Sayid Razook Ghannan, proordetor of Al Irak daily 
asked en,uiring what would be the situation of Syria and Libanon 
towerds the arabic Union and whetier ¥:iunce's situation would 
have any effect on this? 


Colonel Nev.coube st-.ved thet the arabs! regions would design 
their own aims for adoption after the war in conjunction with 
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the Arabic Union and 1 very much doubt whether France would 
interfere, neither would Britains In any case, in view of 
her special position, Americe would hrnve an effective word 
in this matter. 


The meeting woe then dispersed after certain elucidutions 
were requested by tne audicnce on certein metters that were 
dncluded in his statewentse 


«7 om wl le etme ee ete eM eel me ee 


The source of this urticle 1s SautealeAliuli newsy. per of 
September 22nd 1943. 


PS. The sane article was publisiec by Al Shihub, Al Zaman, 
Al akhbar, Al Irug and Al Raui-Al-An. 
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Sudjoot: COMMENTS ON NEWCURBE! ,, VECLAMATICNS « PROPAGANDA AND THE CAUSE 


OF THi ARAB UNITY, 


Translation: We have publiched in our yesterday's edition the declarations 
mada bycol, Newcombe, who is the new guest to “a,hdad, to the news 


e he has had with them. ‘tho talk withx 


roprenentatives, curing a conferenc 


M meERpEt donlt with mony aspects of the arab problem enu the arab 


countries affairs, especially ira: 


Az those POints: which 


Wore discusied are of Vital Ainportince 


end necensdasnte utudy and attontion, we would like to Mention them on 


this Occasion, 


Col. Newcombe pointed 


are 
xkat tut that shuxattacks/xhizk Carried 


cut from time to time here and there regarding the Palestinian question, 


end thet volees are heard as happened 4n the Usdede, emitted by the Zionist 


elenents, ac lately . int he assured that these voiocos and these attacks 

do not fine & Way to the earn of the sritish recponsible mon, «and 
that these are not giving these voices any importance, but they fing in 
then something, that leaves a bad inprension on this question, and help 
to delay the settling of this Problem, 


by thir feeling. there is no doubt 


that we agree with vol, Newconbe!ls opinion, and assure that the Arabs did 
never want to/ Verted from these Principles, or not to by deliberate, 

or disregard facts, in Serving their Causes, They did naver want to atir 
Upsx Leeling anu originate disturbances 4n the 3ffrorts they 

mke male ty <efve their vause Which + has been a clear one. 


ft is doportant xaxthat col, Noweombe should Point cut that 


the vofees that are emitted here and 
of these who ae responsible for the 
Voices ure yoy; emivoied by che slonis 
SCale attucks, din o9Tcer to obtuin the 


there do not find any way ta the ears 


Arab question. tyq ‘nox that thang 
t elements who B=) organizing large- 
-¢nist national home. 


In the sane time that we are feoling very satisfied by the 
declarations or Vol. Newcombe, we xew munxX should soe, wo arabs, that the 
4Lonists do not have a frac way to emit their voices, for we Should folaow 


them by emitting cur voices tn the worla, eepecially those nations who will 


have their word in the ner World after tho Ware But we do not intend to 
Copy others by trying to make néise ana rumours and eiturbances, x2x but 


We will trym to explain our qucsticn 


2.00. bd 
& logical Way, takiné into consideration actual acts, une consulting 


wisdon in very step we tako, 
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This induces uc to sug.cst that it is necesvary to finc an ore 
ganization for the prese in tho arubic political orgenizations in all the 
Allied countries, copecially in the UeieAe, in order to organize counter= 
attacks againe the sioniscts attacks in the american nowspaperse We believe 
that the American nowspapors will open their columns to publish the arab! 
opinions and their arguments in xm support of their cauce, tacing into 
consideration that these papers are publishing the dionist opinions not 
for the reason that whoy confirm them, but because, by so doing they want 
to write every opinion proposed to them, in accordance with the froedom 
of the press to write watever they like, oven if they do not confirm our 
wupport Lte 


In tomorrow's edition we will deal with the question of the 
Arab Unity una 4te relation 4n thex post-war reorganisation of the new 
world, ospecially the cmaller nations, on tho occasion of Vole Newdonbe's 
talx about this question in the course of his declarations. 


CONFEINENTIAT. : 


GAUT AleAALI 


Seytember ON. FIDE TTA if 


ENTE Go ONE a 


vguring ois meeting witn the pressmen on Tuesday, Colonel 
Newcombe retcred to the tircdes propagated on a wide scale 
by the cionists in the states against the Arubs and asserted 
that such tired:s and disturbances although the Zionists 
voices that increase in this form in America and/or any 
other re,ion would definitely have no eff.ot on the rese 
ponsible British ofticials. Those officials realise that 
this question cannot be solved by screeming and unwise steps. The 
Colonel further affirmed tnat it 46 within the power of the 
Arabs to serve the balestine Cause with prolific work and 
organized movements and all that is reasonable. 


It is of no doubt that all the charges made by the Zionists 
in the United Stutes of Americe have no official beuring and 
it is within the cupucity of tiie Arabs to organize in the 
American papers steps to counter-attack these tirudes and 
Clarify tueir intentions. To muke the American public opinion 
understand their atfair and their right in Palestine and 
exhibit the reol Zionists ational Unity. 


Colonel Newcoube later expluined another point of view of poste 
war world planning and the arabic nations’ shure of this and 
stated tnat this planning is a subject under minute study by 
hundreds of conmittees reprenenting lurge nations. The object 
of this study ts to reach the best measures to be adopted by 
the small states to obtain unity and any other form of groups 
servin, the aims of the new pesce. This world planning will 
comprise the northern euroyeun states and tie Balkans etc., 


The Arab Stutes’ part in postewur planning is tuat they snould 
linwit from now their aims and state their problems and defec- 
tive points rejuired to be trested; also constructionul matters 
and economic schemes. He also pointed out the urgency of plan- 
ning such construction frou now so as to exeeute them ag imue~ 
dilute as circuzstunces would permit after the war thus rendering 
a great service in the amefioration of the arub stutes, helping 
at the sane tinue to carry out the projects for their unity. 
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Su biect: OLHE STATIMENTS Mave beY COLOREL NEWCOMBE. 
' Translation: GON EY DENTY AT 


Cole Newcombe,in his talk to the newspapers! correspondents 
yesterday, pointcd out to the large-scale campaign carried by the Zionist 
elements in the U.seA. agains the arabs. He ascured that this campaign 
end those rumours, and those voices of the cionisto that are emitted in 
such a way in america, or in any other otate, will not jmeammucpoauex find 
their way to the cars of xks Britain's rosponsible men, for those are 
sooing that Palestine's problem cannot,be settled by mere shouting and 
other means which do not denote any sense or wisdome He then assured that 
the Arabs aro able to cerve the Palestinian questionn by fruitful work, anit 
organized action, practical reasoning and all that is brought about by 
wisdom and good reasoning. ‘there 4s no doubt that the sionists campaign 
din the Ue5.4- does not represent any official view. Thererore, the Arabs 
are able to countergattack them in the american newspapers, stressing their 
point of view, acquainting the american public opinion with their problem 
and their rightsx in Palestine, und expose the reality of the Jewish 
tiational Home. 


Col. Newcombe then reviowod another side of the post-war re=~ 
organization, and the fate of the arab countries, saying that this reor- 
ganization is still being studied by hundreds of conferences representing 
greater nations. ‘this ctudy aim: at immtknxxemtx defining the best systems 
WHEEEXXMEX Needed by the smallor nations to muke unions‘of them, or ony other 
kind of united blocks, which will serve the aims of the peacee This 
system will include Northern :mrope and the Balkan:., and other countries. 


As regards the part of the xkkkmex Arab states in this ;iormx 
postewar plan, he said that, in his opinion, the Arab shoulu define it 
since now, by defining their problems and the points that are to be dealt 
with, such as construction, economy,eeeHe found that there is an urgent 
necd to wm lay the foundations of this reconstruction from the present time, 
sothat they may be completed the coonest possible after the ware ‘his will 
be a great service to m.x<e important step swpaosbmuutyanenx forward in the 
variouc part. of the arab countricc, which will holp to realize the Unity 
plans. 
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To the 


Officer in charge of the American Mission, 
Baghdad, 


The Acting Secretary of State encloses, for the 
information of the Officer in charge of the American 
Mission, a copy of a report transmitted to the Department 
in strict confidence by the Office of Strategic Services, 
regarding a visit to Baghdad by Colonel 8S, F, Newcombe, 

Copies of this report have also been sent to 


Jerusalen, Damascus, Beirut, Cairo and Jidda, 


Enclosure: 


Report, 


(COPLED:NE:RED) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Cairo, Egypt, 
Sept.30, 1943, 


Extract from letter from W.D. from Baghdrd, dated Sept, 21, 
1943, 


A few days ago, by plane from Egypt and England, 
Colonel 5, F, Newcombe arrived in Baghdad, (Col, Newcombe, 
as you know, 1s one of the old "Lawrence Guard", was key 
man in the McHahon negotiations during the first War, 
Arab authority, author and adviser to the British Govern- 
ment, In reply to a direct question, he claims not to be 
"an official spokesman of the Foreign Office, but more as 
a private individual", However, he was flown out from 
London by Army plane to Cairo, and thence to Baghdad with 
other British officials — and while living here has been 
guest of Ambassador Cornwallis and Nuri Pasha, but living 
in the Zia Hotel, 


My colleague had a talk with him over cocktails last 
evening, as well as a three-some luncheon with Tahsin 
Askerl yesterday noon. He dined with Nuri last night, 


I had breakfast with him this morning, and an hours 
talk on Arab Union, in the interests of which he said hig 


current trip had been undertaken, He was all solicitous about 


the American viewpoint, but I listened rather than talked, 
However, when I dia heartily agree with him on the necessity 


through the hour I had been making mental notes of his de- 
clarations, but as we were leaving on appointments I got him 
to give me the papers he had in his pocket (and to which he 
had constantly referred) which I assume are what London 
hended him as the banis for his commitments, interviews, and 
missionary work in the Middle East, 


The pages, he sald, of course were not for publicertion, 
but because I had known the Palestine situation for so many 
yerrs, he was anxious to have me read it and tell him what 
I thought, Would I take them read them, and get them back 
to him in the next hour or so? I promised, raced to my 
typewriter, copied it all, and the enclosed is an exact 
duplicate, (Note by Cairo, Perhans a deliberate method of 
getting the memorandum to Washington, ) 


ceeces At 9,30 this morning Col, Newcombe had a session 
with three Moslem leaders of Baghdad, an editor and two law- 
yers, in the lounge of the Zia, (Source was unofficially 
present, and reports the conversation as follows,) 


The colonel told them he was one of four recently to 
leave London for different parts of the world to try to help 


problem, and that they must stop this anti-Zionist talk ana 
Jew-baiting, (Cairo: this refers to violent radio and press 
Campaign started in Baghdad, apparently with British ap- 
proval, then suddenly stopped on orders from London, about 
Sept, 16) That the Zionists are not really a serious threat, 


but 


oe 


but largely talk - and if they are completely IGNORED it 
will, in time, all subside and die, 


But the active part that the Arab must take now is to 
proclaim by radio, newspaner, and on every street corner 
these words: "Yes, England, we ACCEPT the White Paper, In 
good faith 1t has our support as a statement of British 
policy, And we expect you, and trust you, to carry it on 
and to carry it out, The White Paner! The White Paper !! 
The White Paper tii" "Then," the Colonel continued, "when 
after the War at the Peace Table other powers heve conflict- 
ing ideas, A ica t to make u ia) a a 
unfair solution for the Jew, we can say NO to America, and 
point to a sacred obligation which we have under our White 
Paper agreement with you," Thrt was the gist of his plea, 


From the three Moslems the replies came thick and fast, 
Principally these: "If the White Paner IS a statement of 
British Policy, then it 18 up to Britain to implement it and 
enforce its conditions, without asking us to cry out for it, ! 
"On the other hand, the White Paner entails great sacrifices 
on the part of the Arabs, We don't get twenty shillings to 
thatpound, We don't get even twelve shillings to’ the pound, 
Therefore it 18 very difficult for any resnonsible Arab 
sources to accept it, as you ask openly - only to be told a 
few years from now: ‘No, it 18 going to be scrapped," Frank- 
ly, Colonel Newcombe, we have no confidence that it will be 
lived up to, any more than many of your other commitmente 
have been, and we are watching for that five-year immigra- 
tion period to exnire to prove it, How can we believe that 
any of 1t 1s sincere, when before the ink is dry on the 
Atinntic Charter proclaiming the Allied pence aims as the 
Freedom of Peoples, General Smuts, the GREAT Generrl Smuts 
who has more inf*uence with Churchill and Roosevelt then 
eny other man, makes his brilliant pro-Jewish speech about 
Palestine, which should be no concern whatever of his in 
South Africa, " 


"You say, Colonel, that you can do something to help 
us and to correct things if we will tell you, All right, 
we'll tell you, These are the reasons your White Paper 
isn't going to work: (1) In spite of your decrees, illegal 
jiumigration today is jumping the Legal admissions another 
60%. (2) Ben Gurion's Jewish Army threat, You laugh at 
Ben Gurion and Shertock and their claims and dreams, But 
the world laughed at Hitler too, (3) The frightening in- 
crease in the smuggling of arms, We don't say it is with 
British connivance, but at least there have been no effec— 
tive British measures taken against it, And every Arab on 
earth believes this to be a fact ~ th-t IF the existing arms 
remain in the hands of Jews in Palestine until the Armistice, 
it is as sure as fate that they will be used against us, 

(4) Of the men recruited by the British in Palestine for 
this War, the Jewa have been armed and trained and kept 
safely and comfortably home in Palestine, while the Arab 
boys were taken to the front, fought, were killed, wounded, 
and when brought back home are immediately disarmed, " 


“Ben 
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"Ben Gurion personally told our Belgian Consul here 
in Baghdad ~ and we invite you to call on him and confirm 
this - that the Jewish army which is being secretly armed 
will fight anybody, at the close of this War, who attempts 
to stand against an open Jewish immigration plan for an 
immediate 2,000,000 - to later reach 7,000,000, and this he 
Claims 1s a modest compromise with those who demand 15,000 ,000 
more Jews, When asked where Palestine was going to put that 
many human beings additional from any race, Mr, Ben Gurion 
replied that it would, of course, also involve Trans jordan 
and Syria, And you tell us Zionist retivity is of no im- 
vortance?" 


When asked about France and her claims in Syria, Col, 
Newcombe replied: "Oh yes, it wouldn't come very gracefully 
from Great Britain, of course, but we are arranging it to 
have the U.S, be the one to tell Fronce to get out," 


The interview broke up when the editor came through 
with "And look what the Jews, who can't be trusted anywhere 
in the world, have done to your own England." The Colonel 
blew sky-high, refused to talk any further, said he was not 
here to discuss such absurdities, received an apology, they 
shook hands, and walked out, 


eeeeee. Later, Colonel Newcombe had a talk with Captain 
Baker, the Amerioan Military Attaché (who, by the wey, was 
the highest ranking official American he could find here 
as Minister Wilson left for the United States last week, ) 


Col, Newoombe spent almost the entire half hour in a 
concentrated effort to get Rigg to say that he would use all 
his influence in contact with American officialdom to pro- 
mote "the only reasonable basis for post-War settlement of 
this Middle East problem" - namely, that America, without 
interference, will leave the decisions on this part of the 
world to Great Britain alone, - "to us who have been hand- 
ling these problems here for so many years, and so, from 
experience of course, are best qualified to judge the right 
course, ". 


"As a military man, Captain Rigg, you appreciate the 
necessity of having ONE supreme command, Two of us trying 
to direct a policy would only mean trouble, So we are sure 
that you will see the advisability of our running the show 
in this quarter, In London and en route, I have talked 
with a number of prominent Americans, They agree with us 
on this point and are passing the word along, 


Note, Cairo evaluates this material as A-1, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


A shlananmimnaantetitteend tna peyinienetimintinitietiaiat tT 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Exact copy of document in the hends of Col, S, F, Newcombe, 
well-known figure in British Foreign Office, negotietions 
with the Arabs, on 2 visit (non official ?) in Baghdad, 
Sept. 20, 1943, : 


SFN 
London, 
1st Avril '43, 


It 48 assumed that either Grect Sritain will undertake, 
es hitherto, the policing of the Seas, or that the Allied 
Nations will combine with sea and air power to police 
conmunications, 


In either case, communications from the Mediterranean 
to the Red Sea and to the Persian Gulf will require absolute 
safeguards, not only for British trade but also for world 
trade, and in the interests of the countries adjoining these 
routes, 


The gurrdiny for the Suez Canal 1s vrovLded for by the 
inglo-Egyptian Treaty, 
& 


The guarding of the Haifa - Basra Route is necessary, 
including air transport, 


The White Paper for Palestine is officially in force, 
but 4t enables any further settlement agreed between Arabs 
and Jewa to be sympsxthetically considered, 


Whilst it 48 reasonable that countries adjoining the 
Heifa Basra Route should enjoy full liberty of freedom in 
conducting their own affairs and in making whatever Federa- 
tion or Confederation that mey be agreed unon, without in- 
terference, - yet it must be recognized that Great Britain 
has spent vast sums in Armament and lost thousands of men 
in the last ‘inr and this War in enabling Arab States to be 
free now or later and in vrotecting them from Axis domina- 
tion, However genuine or true may be the Arab cry for free- 
dom end self-determination, the historical facts must be 
realized, Similarly the material development made in the 
last 25 years is due to financial security of British loans 
or of British prestige in finance, Even the Jewish pros- 
perity in Palestine, though the money was provided by the 
Jews, the security and very essentinl armed force which 
made develooment possible, has been and is now provided by 
Great Britain, 


During the War, and for some years afterwards, the 
provision of food and other necessities of life to the 
peoole will depend on the Middle East Supply Board, 


No direct financial demands are made on Arab countries 
to nay for the financial or military security, 


Great 
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Grent Britain has, in fact, helped all Arab countries 
adjoining her avhere of influence, firstly by freeing them 
from Turkish rule, then by helping them to develop their 
countries by keeoing the peace, an exnensive item, by her 
finencial vrestige and by the experience of her administra- 
tors. 


France, too, in a aifferent way, has helved Syria. 


The sbove must be understood by those Arobe who think 
that Zuropean powere have taken away their freedom, On the 
contrsry, these Youers heve in fact nrotected the unarmed 
Arab countries from anoiletion, 


The amallest needs of the Allied Nations, of Great 
Britain, may be summed up im 


(1) Safety of cormunicntions from the Keeiterranean to 
the Red Sea and Persian Gulf; by land and air, including 
_ the transport of oil for strategic purposes. 


(2) The responsability of protecting the countries 
along these routes from outside o, ression, 


(3) Whilst the Palestine White Paper 18 officially in 
force and a reasonable solution, any settlement of consent 
between Arab and Jew will be welcomed, 


(4) For eome years efter the War, Middle Hast coun~ 
tries will. depend to some extent on the Middle East Supply 
Board to ensure the mein necesrities of life; hence economic 
conditions will CONPEL the smaller countries in their own 
interests to cooperate fully with the Allied Nations, 


Subject to the above four »rinciples, the firet two 
peing permanent, the latter being caprhle of settlement in 
a few years time, Arab countries should be able to join 
together or not as best suits their own interests whether 
4n economic, cultural or political union, and each Arab 
country should now be enabled to send Representatives to 
an Arab Conference wherever held for open and free 
discuseicn, 


This freedom should apply to Sheikhe on the Truoial 
Const and all wishing to attend, Until such free discus 
sion has been held at a Conference, no definite plan as to 
the future of Arab countries oan be said to exist, 


It is for Arabs and for no one else to think out and 
decide what they require, but with understanding of the 
practical needs of the Power or Powers who become respon- 
sible for safeguarding sea communications, 


It may be that some such agreement as contained in the 
Anglo-Egyptian or Anglo-Iraq Treaties will suffice, but the 
first problem 1s world-wide, 1.@., safety of communications 
and strategic needs for future protection; the second, wnat 


do 


a fo 


do Arabs and other inhabitants of Arab- countries want for 
the future, 


When these objectives are clearly stated, the form of 
agreement is a natural and Simple sequence, 


Another way of putting the same problem is: 


The Arab countries and the Allied Nations (or Great Britain 
in her pre-War capacity of Guardian of Sea Communications) 
have certain interests in comon: and cooperation to some 
extent is essential, Arabs require freedom of government, 
but they also need eure veer support and finance depends on 
strategic security, The Allied Nations (or Great Britain) 
require a safe right of way from the Mediterranean to the 
Persian Gulf, How can we best cooperate? 


I, General 


a, 


g. 


h, 
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SFN 
London, 
July '43, 


ARAB INDEPENDENCE AND UNITY 
Suggestions for Post-War Settlement 


en rman tens ar aN 
Nuri As Said nronoses:- 


Syria, Lebanon, Palestine & Trans jordan be reunited 
into one state, : 


The people of that State to decide its form of 
Government, 


An Arab League to be formed: Iraq and Syria to join 
at once, Arab states can Join later at will, 


The Arab League to have a permanent Council nomi- 
nated by the member states and presided over by. one 
of the Rulers of the States, to be choscn by the 
atrtes concerned, 


The Arab Council shall be responsible for: Defence, 
Foreign Affairs, Currency, Communications, Customs, 
Protection of Minority rights, 


Jews in Palestine to have semi~autonomy; their own 
rural and urban district administration, including 
schools, health and police, subject to general suner- 
vision by the Syrian state (under international 
guarantee) , 


Jerusalem to have a special Commission of three 
theororatic religions to ensure free access and 
worship, 


If required, Maronites in Lebanon to have a privi- 
leged regime, 


II, The British Imperiel view would appear to be:- 


(a) It is essential to the British Expire that communi- 


cations from the Nediterranean to the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf must be secure, It is assumed the 
Allied Nations will leave this function to Great 
Britain, as hitherto, The Suez Canal is protected 
by a Treaty between Britain and Egypt, and in fact, 
Egypt 18 herself protected from aggression by the 
same Treaty, aeaang to Great Britain's responsa- 
bility and giving Egypt security, 


Similarly, such a Treaty would be essential with 
the Arab League to ensure the safety of the route 
Haifa to Basra, including air transport; this would 
be partly an asset, partly a debt to Great Britain, 


The 


ees 


The responsability of protecting the Arab League 
from outside aggression is a debit to Great 
Britain, but 16 essential to the Arab League. 


of Syria, including Palestine, under such a Treaty 
than there 1s in Egypt or Iraq today. 


(bo) Great Britain has the mandate for Palestine, and 
she is at present bound by her policy of the White 
Paper of 1939; Paras. 8 and 9 indicate that the 
object is self-government, which requires such 
relations between Arab and Jew as would make good 
government possible, 


If agreement between Arab ond Jew can be reached 
on the proposed Syrian State and Arab League, the 
above clauses will be fulfilled, 


From the viewpoint of British policy, the following are 
points in the White Paper which would be met under this plan:- 


Para, 10 (1) Commercial and strategic relations of 
Palestine with Gre-t Britain can be equally established with 
the Arab League. 


(2) Ir Arabs and Jews agree, it is assumed 
thet the essential interests of each community will be safe- 
guarded, 


(3) (4) and (5), Owing to the War, these parar 
graphs of giving people 4n Palestine an increasing part in 
the Government of their country have not been fulfilled: that 
4s no hindrance to joining Syria and Palestine, 


(6) Recommendations regarding the Constitution 
of the Palestine state would be altered to Syrian State, 


(7) Adequate provision for (1) the security of 
access to the Holy Places, (2) protection of different com— 
munities and special position of the National Home, (3) stra- 
ea requirements, would all be made with Syria and the Arab 

eague, 


(a) H.M.G, will do everything in its power to 
create such conditions as will create a State within 10 years, 
By coopernting in the present suggestion she will. fulfill her 
promise, 


Para, 14 (1) says that Jewish immigration in 5 years 
will bring the Jewish population up to about one third of the 
population of the country and thus allow some 75,000 in 6 
years, L (a) and (b) are being adhered to as regards the 
number admitted, 


(3) After 


a a 


(3) After five years no Jewish immigrant 
will be allowed unless Arabs of Palestine acquiesce, and 


(5) His Majesty's Government 41s satisfied 
that after five years they will not be under any obligation 
to facilitate the further development of the National Home 
by immigration, regardless of the wishes of the Arab popu- 
lation, 


It therefore seems clear that the 193° White Paper 
offers no obstacle to the formation of a Syrian State and 
Arab Leegue, On the contrary, if Arabs and Jewa can come 
to any agreement by such a State, 1t will speed up and faci- 
litate the fulfilment of the White Paper, 


A.M, Hyamson states in "Palestine, a Policy" (p, 197) - 
"with complete autonomy in matters of education, religion, 
personal status, social legislation and municipal government, 
with liberty to live their own lives, administer their own 
laws ‘nd develop their ow culture, much if not all the 
Jewish National. Home as envisaged by Ahad Ha'am and others 
would be ottained, A, M, Hyamson represents the non-political 
Zionist viewpoint of very many responsible English and 
American Jews, 


The French view can scarcely be stated until France ig 
free to speak, But Just as France and Grest Britain smooth 
ly cooperate on the Suez Canal, 1t should be possible to 
cooperate on the Haifa to Basra route: it may be that Allied 
Naticna, including America, will shnre the responsabilities 
with their assets nnd also their debits hitherto undertaken 
by Britain, in which case France would no doubt join, Or 
America may siiare the responsability, Or Great Britain may 
be left. to carry on as before, But just as we came to an 
agreement with France in 1904 over Morocco, we can do s0 
over Syria, 


Anerica may not share in the undertaking, 
The fundamental points are: — 


(1) Arabs want as much independence as is possible with 
security, ; 

(2) Jews want their own autonomy as defined by Mr, Hyamson, 
and this is practical, 

(3) Allied Nations in general and Great Britain in particular 
require safety of strategic communications from the Mediter- 
ranean to the Persian Gulf, Great Britain wants to give 
freedom to Arab and Jew, provided the spirit of the hi te 
Paper is not broken, 


If all the Alliea Nations wish to cooperate, they may do so 
after agreement at the Post-War Confercnee, 
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No. /a? 


> the 


Officer in cnrrre of the American Mission, 


Baghdad. 


The Acting Secretary of 3tete encloses, for the 
strictly confidentirl anformation of the Officer in 
charge of the Mission, @ covy of a memorandum vrevared 
under date of Aucust Sl, 1946, py Colonel Harold 8. 
Hoskins, setting forth King Ibn Saud's renction to 
the pronosal that the Latter enter into discussions with 
Dr. Chaim ‘leLzmenn for the purpose of seeking a eolution 
of the besic oroblems effecting Pelestine. 


Cories of the memorandum have elso been sent to 
Jidda, Cairo, Jcruselem, Beirut, and Damascus. 


SBneloeure: 


emorandun, 
Aurust 31, 1945. 


fniro, ruguat O1, L4c. 


(Ll) in recarannce with “peratery Mull's Ureetive 


af uly 7, 194%, T heve visited T4yndh end nut to ‘16 


f y the < ‘ c to whether 
Vnjoaty “ing fbn Jeut tie suestion roquentad ns i 


he would enter into Jiscusaions with Ur, Cheim “ elamann 


or some rovresentative poke by pirate ilo pina 
' pf na 4 af ' we 
the ourcocse of seeking n solutio the igs 
effecting “rleatine acouptable to both Arsbe rnd Jews 


Y h the “int caneidored 
During the week in which iT - 
tno Mie t he him drily. In long convereotiona = ot 
untrrily outlined fully snd frenkly ay ee ce auesctis tn 
< ‘ne : : © oould tea om p 

fubjnacta, “he fact thet h per 

; : ‘iae Urerent, allo > 
‘ynblia, often without any one ¢ Oe ech 

| would otherwise have 
he ent, to be more frank than ae ec canae 
‘ eters ore not Jraur In 
the arse einee his beat interor Fee aene 
72.8 : at rnziloue to have th 
by birth, fe seid he wee mo Sar Ge aaa Onegin 
“nd the Stete Tenpertaent know xe noordy af hone ¢ 
aula hee iderra and he velecamad 2 aes oo. eee 
ye ; Tgoni ny son wh : x 4 
come ong spectelly sent from iA er ane 
v there Wreetly. T therefore hed onty sG f 

at tan er rn aske very few communts sinee he curried on 
ninsty-five cereent of the conversrtion,. 


(4) Hin conversxtions, of which I made full notea, 
covered the followins ;enernl cubjects: 


Yin domentic problema including nis 
seen need for silver coinr and for an abo 
tionrl two hundred motor crra, both ie eee 
eyrdlable before the next ollerimegs which bes 
ahaut the tatter nert of Noveabor. 


(b>) His reletions peat ond present with 
various foreign nowera, 


(o) Hin relations with eech of hia neighbor. 
ing; ateter and his frank estimates of the various 
solitienl figures in vower there, 


(ad) Hie ideas on trab federation. On this 
eubjeoct T wrote a semorsndum of our converssrtion, 
vith a aummsry of his ideas ag L underntood then, 
thet T submitted to His “ajeaty and to which I 
racelved hin ssvoifiec anmroval. 


(4) Ar from my dnily conversations with the fing 
I beonne incrarsinivly lopresaed with the certrinty of ola 
refusal to meet or, ‘felzmenn parsenally, thought it 
rfvierble ta davolo; more spneifically en elternative 
cuention to which there might be « faversble rearonse, 
This secand question wea es followa: If the Kins: will not 
neet Cr. Vvelzmann himealf, will he nxosoint a representative 
who missht meet e¢leewhere than ir Riyadh, perheps even oute 
side the country, in Ceiro, for inatonee, with "r. Jelemenn - 
or his reoresentativa? 


(5) At 


a Pan 


(5) At the end of » week the Kine eave wa verbelly 
nia nnavearn te the treo cuceationa | hea sat to kin end in 
both instences they «are clerr and ortaporLertl refues?l1e. 
He arcresnuead arin erect pocroectietion ct my hevineg teen 
gent to ree rim ent outlined in pr wost friendly wey his 
renenna in detail for nie refucels., There rersonea he 
confirned in * nomorendum wnich he hrndod mo rt the end 


of our converar tion. 


(6) His rofuanls ont his rersona seanad toa ae entirely 
coneintent with his chereeter cnt with his voliciosn aa he 
hal exolnined then to me dupine the cravious week. They 
are beaei on his orn relimvioug na anatrhotia srincioles 
rni reflect hia round solitionl sunra in rocomniczing clearly 
rig Limitatione, both spiritucl ont shycienl, dn this mattor. 
Ne replizes that, deavite hin varition af Yeaderanin in tho 
Arab world, he cannot, without orior consultrtion, scerk 
for Pelertine auch 1083 “deliver” irlevtine to the TOs, 
even if he vere wiliine for evan on iastant to cansider 
auch nro aasl. 


(7) Hig vajeaty want on to exoelnoin, he ooidt for tho 
first tine to anyone, the ravaon for "ie nernonel hntred 
ar Dr. -CAemann, Ve sais thet Turing the firet yerr or 
the nrosont world wor “p, .adzennn hod dnvwmed bis (the 
King's) character an® motives by pn nttempted bribe cf 
4. 2) million storling. furthermore, the rromine of poyment, 
the Kinks wee atviged, would be vunranteod Py Troaldent hootte 
velit. Min ‘njeaty apia he hnd been so Gneemed at the offar 
rgi equally at the qnelusion of the cpastdent in such nr 
shanefvl metter that he hot never mantioned it perin, ie 

to in doteall end eeve ve the neme of tre 


now evoinined 4 
rh mm eG i pmy coat Jeyn, chdbes,,, 99, tank Beau) undarstrad 
\ . wos : ohn nt wie, WT Pe) 


4 eh 8 ote A 
fo with “r, “etezmann or rny of hia agssocinten, 


(@) Anos rerult of my 
oe Ore or ny vielt J had on chenee t 
A eet ee eee no cas {n the Tae rae: 

jesty towe hha Jewhah cuestion in selaati ’ 
aoe cae in hin two confidantiel letterp tn epeavaont “aona 
Nie under Jstes of Uovomber 19, 1GES end April sa, Lede ~ 
way recnat etatenent te oan editor of LIFE argazine merely 
BN ilar utterance to “hrt he hrd alrendy written a 
MN y PRE EPtneke tie ainoore crinion fron vhich there 
nite ee tne ba he ena flaca Furthermore, he ernnot 

pli: s © flood of telepranen | 
of conrretulntions which he Laut mar feet 

. } received from “onle 
oarta of the world, that, b; 1 ee 
14, that, by his frenk rnd uneg ivoe 
ihe i reverding, @alestine, he here geined Sa aneee 
nore eA hd pba sreatico not only throurhout the 
‘ er niv cy : Phd aoe . 4 

eg is i Sorlems in Turkey, “usela, Indio nnd 


(9) The King did not 

} & any so, but he olesr 

perpen eoumen to raslize that, even if he Ona ree 
z n convictiona on the aubject, he stil) could not 


afford 


efford te suorort sny Jevigh olrime to telestine. For in 
the lirht of whet he re sadt orn’ wrltter he vould oy Bo 

Foine lose the moral an’ soiritan? Toeceraiir of ‘onleas 

eyversonore thet he now enjoys. 


(30) Yhe ennelusion, it 6emes onite olerr from my 
visit to tiyadh, de thet "da “rjesty'n silence in veytnrd 
os Sa “ehenennta eracoant put te him by Philby hea been 
connletely mittatersreted by cert:in Britian officirla ae 
daplydny ae coaaible willingnees on the part of the Ying toe 
consider the wrorosnl., ‘etunLiy t am convinced thot there 
never wea mny nosmibility of recantrnce and there Ls none 
today. The “ing any not fest he oon wrevent by forac the 
enteblictment of oither iniostine «8s ¢ Jewloh otate or even 
on Jewish ctrte inoclectine, e Le, hovever, firmly opposed 
to both solutiona end i nee no voseltiLity of nin beine of 
nny nattetance te the “onhets in their efforts to cone to 
terns with tha orebs in erleatine, 


(Li) In mitition to the ten uritton seaorsndnr whieh I 
en brinsing with me. the fing hee siven ae 4 porsonrl letter 
ta the President pnd hoa arcked ac to treneamit certain vere 
oaarl nearnves, Aleo Win ‘ejeaty hie agreed to our commune 
fontine te the Iritdeh Government the contents of these two 
senorrnde \f tha vresident, rfter he hea saen thon, dQeairer 
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ADDRESS OF FICIAL COMMUNICATIONS to 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON s 


November 27, 1945 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


No. (a7 


To the 


officer in charge of the Americen Mission, 


Beghded. 


The Secretary of State encloses for the information 
of the Officer in charge of the American Mission a copy 
of a memorandum of conversation relating to matters 
affecting Palestine which took place on November 19, 
1943 between certain Zionist leaders and officers of 


tne Lepartment. 


Enclosure: 


Memorandum of conversation, 
November 19, 1946. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: hovenber 19, 1945 


SUBJECT: ae F ms seg a Ss -_ chk ped ae ind SB eer Ra 
J ER leds SEP w1owd Me tera a ony si ita PAu 2) LNG 


PARTICIPANTS: =. pp, uine ar, Murrey 
or, Silver or. #lling 
ir. woldmann nr. Merriam 


Mr. “wilson 


COPIES TO: A 
London, cairo, Jeruerlem, Beirut, Zaghded end Jidda 


ee ee ee er eS 


are. 11403 


“he conversation «wus opaned by vr, Goldmann, who 
snid that the visit of his collenguen end nimaelf to the 
Lepartnant wae inrapired by recent developmentn regarding 
Prlestine and the «rab proplem in general. He referred 
in thia connection rarticularly to a Jewish Telegraphic 
rgeney report Tro Cairo under dante of November 16, which 
ateteé thet the cuestion of partition of Felentine had 
been reopened at the recent tpab conferences in Cairo. 
hp, surrey caida that he hed net gnen thin report and he 
{noulrec whether partition woo being officinlly put forward 
by the uritich Government 2t thin time. Dr, Goldmann and 
“yp, uLlver replied that such was their understanding, at 
which ir. “urray expressed qurorine. 


hy, Murray then incuilred ss to the background of the 
recent resignation of Mr. Sen Gurion na Chairman of the 
Jewien fgeney “xecutive. Dor, Goldmann stated, and hie 
collengues concurred, that the reported disagreement 
petween Cr. Yeignann and dr. Ben Gurion was a matter of 
technicalities only, and was largely caused by the dif- 
ficulties which the “Lonist lenders in different partes 
of the world were experiencing under wartime conditions 
in meeting or communionting with each other. The view 
was expreseat by Ur. Goldmann that if kr. Ben Gurion and 


Dr, vwelzmann 


or. »elzaenn were able to maet, their difficulties would 
culckly be conpoced., shen the direuaston leter reverted 
to this point, ir. tne eaid that a meeting wac planned 
in the nuar future tn Londen between “Loniat londers frees 
Valectine, the United Staten and Grant “ritain, 


tr. silver, returaing to the tonite originally edvenced 
by ur, Goldmann, seid thet smerdean “tonteate) wero concerned 
about recent reports from the Near hast, relating perticu- 
larly to ‘rab union, and toast they were anxious to learn 
the attitude of this Jiovernment toward such develovmente. 


br. Murray said thet thore were two roints to be 
borne in mine here; first, thnt the aren in ouestion wre 
a iritish theater of war, snd recondly, thnit he felt the 
term “J rad union” wae too specifie to dereribe any vresant 
pronosala looking, toward closer relationa between the 
rrpbe, <n the iret point he ind4ented that tt would 
not be preper for this Government to intervene in an aren 
which war primarily a Sritian tiliteary thenter, without 
our undertaking corresponding military responsibilitien, 
which we had not done, An regards #rsb unity, he said 
thit whereas he could onvisaye cultural, customs, or 
nostsl union, he dic not believe thot a political union 
or even anything closer than o very loose federation wen 
fenelble or was contemplated during the recent discussions 
in Usairo, fhie was oonourred in by kr. slling, who potnted 
out thet dynastie coneiderations as betwaen the different 
soyal Housera coneerned would alone anke any clore union 
inporsiole. 


we. sliver repliad thet he understood fully the mili- 
tery conniderationa in the altuation, but he enlled atten- 
tion to the fact thot these considerntionn had not prevented 
Our vovernment from making Lt views known within the paet 
week In the sane aren, in the oase of the Lebanon. Hr. Murray 
remarked thet in thie care our action head been dloteted by 
the danger that developments in the Lebenon wight offect 
the military security of the entire area, and thet if thie 
condition were to recur elsewhere, our intervention would 
eimilerly be warranted, He then outlined briefly the pres- 
ent position of the Sritign Government with regard to 
valeatine, 


vr. silver sald thet he and hia nasociates were famil- 
ler with the attitude of the dSritieah and that whet they had 


ocKe 


~3a 


come to neek was enlightenment on the attitude of the 
Amarionn Government. de referred, in this connection, 
to the friendly spirit which this Sovernment had shown 
toward <lonism nince the daya of President Yilaen and 
the rortewar negotiations with the “ritish regarding 
the mandate. ie naid thet the “foniete felt that within 
the Last yaar or two there hnd been nv change in the etti- 
tude of this Sovernment, which they felt head become « 
Negative one. ix. burray replied thit the period of one 
Or two yearr uentioned by Lr, ‘Llver eorratsponded with 
the introduction of the militery factor as tha predominant 
one in the eltuation and tast thia undoubtedly sccounted 
for any feeling which the ‘Lonicts Might have in thie 
regerd, ‘co sdded thet any definitive settlement of the 
ralestine problem vould hrve to awnit the end of the war 
and be incorporated in the general peace settlement, to 
which or, ollver and the others present egreed. vbr, cilver 
_ reposted, hovever, that the “ioniate wore anxious to see 
that the friendly attitude adopted towzrd them by this 
tovernmant, until recently at leant, should oontinue in 
the proliminary negotiations which would undoubtedly load 
up to the perce settlement, as wall ous at the poagae table 
itrelf., He drew attention to the fast that in the die- 
Guselons Lending up to the Halfour “eelaration and the 
estsbliahnent of the mancote, tha Jews of this country 
had been consulted and kept informed by thia Government, 
and he sai? that they deaired agnurnnoes that this pro- 
cedura would ngain ve followed. de expressed concern 
lest the Jows find themselves cresented with a fait 
2egouvli. viv synin referred to the attitude of thin 
Government in the onst toward the ralestine question, 
woier he sald wae axemplified in the Congressional Resolu- 
tion of 1922 und the ‘merlean-Sritiah Convention of 1924. 
vince that ting, ne declared, the dritiah dovernment in 
promulgating the vhite Faper in 1939 hed by unilaterel 
aotion completely altered the terms of tha mandate. 


Sr. surray replied that the CVonvantion of 1924 was 
only one of n number of agreezonte which the United 3taten 
had negotiated with the different mandatory powers and 
that it wo designed, like the others, primarily to snafe- 
guard the rights of this Government under the various 
mandates, Fe pointed out, in thie connection, that the 
interest of thin Government in Vvalestino was naturally 
subordinate to the paramount interest of Grest Sritain 
oa the wmandatory power. Or, Silver and hie essoolates 


concurred 


whan 


Goncurred in thia and or, Goldmann anid that our inter. 
vention should be based not on legnl but on “politionl, 

woral and apiritual” grounce, ae¢ referred to ir. Churchhll'y 
Opporcition to the vhite Paver on itn taauance in 1339 and 
paid thet with the Cxoeption of s anall 6roup, prinaipally 

in the voloninl “ffive and the Valestine Administration, 
Oninion in orest oritain Wet Oryatalizging avainet the white 
riper, ; 


“I. suresy oninted out thot at the time of the innue 
ane@ of the white Paper ir, Churchill had not been « member 
Of the Sritlah vovernment and that therefore hin eritioisns, 
whieh wae well Known, could not be regarded nog binding upon 
that Covernment. Furthersore, Mr, siupray said, ag the 
“rowier of a camoorntic government, “r, Churchill could 
not impose hir Viewn, whatever they might be, upon tho 
Majority, tir, “Urray oointed out that gince Ur, elenann 
War a Uritish subjeat and was realiding in London tt would 
ADpear approprirte for him to initiate disqusaion with the 
2ritich Government, and he inquired what reportr the ‘¢mer. 
lean cAoniets werg receiving fren or, ‘oLzemann reanooting 
his conversrtionr with Kr, Churchill, 


“rn. Goldmann renlied that according to the informu-~ 
tion which they recelvad from tr, Y@lamenn, By, Churohi1li 
wis atill opnoasd to the white Taper policy. br. Goldmann 
aAdced that their reports confirmed the view that oppori. 
tion to the “nite Poper was growing in Great Sritain, and 
Ge olted a recent atntenent in Parliament by Colonel stanley, 
the Colonial “eoretary, which cr, Goldmann paid could be 
interpreted ng indloating that the Sritish Sovarnment might 
be prepared to revine the terma of the shite Paper with 
renpect to Imaigration, 


“Pr. oLoe asserted that he could not believe that 
YYPasidant -OOsavelt, with whom ho had Gisoussed the quene 
tion on several ocoarionr, would asvent to the putting 
into effect of the *hlte Paper, or, vige said that he 
felt confident of tho Frenidont's sycpathetic attitude 
toward ZLoniem and that he wns certain the President had 
not been persuaded by those persons who sought to supeti- 
tute other aroun for Palestine as possible Centers of set-~ 
tlement for tha Jewa, 


ty. Murray anid that he did not believe thet the 
‘resident exoluded Otnor areas from hig thinking, whioh 
“nr, silse amended by atating that suoh areas shoulda be 


supplemental 


supplomentel to and not in gudstitution for Paleatine. 
ny. Murray draw attention in thie connection to tha Yras- 
(cent's interest in the refugee problen, a6 ovidenced by 
the cvian Conference nni the formation of the Inter- 
Governmental Committec. 


br, Dllver interjectet thnt neither at the «vian 
nor nt the saubsecuent Serauds conference wer the aubjeat 
of Fnleatine permitted to be dincuerad. ke continued 
that in the Zloniet view there wae no other area which 
gould take the plece of fnlestine, end hoe mentioned the 
experiment in the Yowinioan nopublic aa an example, 
ir. «ise and br, Silver anid that they would furnich 
hr, Murroy with e copy of 7 atudy of the Vominican 
exporiment made by jrookings Institution, which they 
sald demonstrated aonelusivoly the fatlure of the proj- 
act. Dr. okiver nddec that only some 6010 Jewn hod settlod 
in the wominigan hepublic and thet moat of them were now 
trying to obtain admiasion ta the United States, “uch A 
éegire, or. «Lee maintnined, wae not felt by those Jewn 
who had settled in Pelesting, ir. <vlee continued that, . 
{in co far ne ismigration wee soncerned, the threatened 
extermination of the Jews in Nari-socupled Lurope had 
reduced from two million to five hundred thousand or, at 
moet, one million, the number of potentiol Jawlah imnni- 
ypants into Yeleatine. 


ur, Ulver declared thet Valestine could aanily 
noporh the numbor of iumigrante mentioned by /-r. wlae, 
streaning in thin connection tha inereased induatrial 
production which had taken vlece in Palestine in rocent 
years. ‘ihe hite Paper, ho added, had been Irsued with- 
out any regerd for the absorptive oapaaity of the country, 
and without aonsultation with the Zionists. It wan this 
sort of decision, he repented, which the Zioniatea heped 
would not be made during current or future negotiations 
lending up to the peace settlement. 


hr. Kurray said that an far as he knew no such nego~ 
tiations or conversations had been initiated between this 
Government ani the ritiah Government respecting Palestine. 
heverting to the partition pylon, he inquired whother the 
nian had received the support of any nubsatantial Jewish 
elenent in this country, to which or, Oilver roplied in 
the negative, ‘She latter said that he had been a delegato 


to 


65 


to the “Loniet CONgraze whieh hea dlaquared this plan, 

PNG that the AcerLonn dologation was alnost unanimously 
OpouOKee bt pertition, slthough oertrin Central Europesn 
delegations had at that tine bean in fnvor of the plan, 

at and hia colleagues agreed that sll sections of Amer- 
ienn Jewry waro now Opnoaved to pertition, na they were 

to tne nite reaper, In thie latter connection they 
Geclnaran that the Aweritean dowd oh Committee, which re- 
cently anlit with the Amerlann Jewioh Conference, wan 

in agreement with reapeot to opporning the shite Paper and 
to favoring in vrinoliple esteblichment of a Jewiah national 
atate in Palestine, &1lthough differing as to ite) expediency 
at the prenent time, Or. “tee anid thet he would nena 

kr. Murray a copy of the resolutione of the Ameritonn Jewlah 
Lomalttee on thia point, 
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FOREIGN NATIONALITY GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES 


MEMORANDUM By THE FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 
Ta THE DIRECTOR OF S8TRATEGIC BERVICES 


NumsEeEr 160 20 NovemBeER 1943 


AFTERMATH OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 


As the war approaches a conclusion, the problem of 
Palestine’s future moves steadily to the fore. In mat- 
ters affecting Palestine q powerful pressure poten- 
tial is the American Jewish community of nearly 
5,000,000, the largest in the world. Vigorous demands 
for creation of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, 
which were adopted by an overwhelming vote at the 
recent American Jewish Conference, have now con- 
strained the minority of non- and anti-Zionists into 
the most open Opposition. With official Zionist policy 
becoming more militant, repercussions are being felt 
in Jewish circles everywhere, These developments, 
together with the approaching fulfillment of the 
terms of the British White Paper of 1939 and the 
publicity-seeking activities of extremist groups, have 
brought the issue of Palestine closer home tha: ever 
before to American Jewry. 


THE harmony and unity of purpose which was hoped for in the 
American Jewish community following the meeting of the American 
Jewish Conference in New York, 29 August-2 September 1943 (as de- 
Scribed in FN Number 149, 13 September 1943), has failed of realiza- 
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It is charged now by the opposition that the American Jewish Conference 

was not a representative body, that it was packed fron start to finish by the 
Zionists, and that the local elections were £o controlled that delegates came to 
the meeting with voting directives from Zionist bodies. According to these 
circles the Conference excluded many national and local agencies, whereas 
Zionist organizations with overlapping memberships were admitted, Large wel- 
fare agencies of the type of the Joint Distribution Committee and the various 
Jewish philanthropic federations, many of whose leaders and members are 
non- or anti-Zionist, were not represented. Since a considerable segment of the 
American Jewish community participates in Jewish affairs only through these 
charitable organizations, many American Jews can be said to have been denied 
a voice at the Conference, 
The American Jewish Through its president, J udge Joseph M. Proskauer, 
Committee Withdraws the American Jewish Committee promptly regis- 
tered disagreement with the Palestine Resolution, but it had been hoped that 
this leading non-Zionist group would continue to participate in the Conference 
for the sake of Jewish unity on other issues. This hope was short-lived. Follow- 
ing a meeting of its executive committee on 24 October, the American Jewish 
Committee announced withdrawal from further association with the Confer- 
ence. It based its action on the Conference's demand for the establishment of a 
Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine and on subordination by the Conference of 
other Jewish issues to “the problem of the political structure of Palestine.” 

This decision of the executive elicited immediate reaction within the 
American Jewish Committee. Three prominent Zionists resigned from the ex- 
ecutive committee: they were Mrs. David de Sola Pool, president of Hadassah, 
women's Zionist organization; and Judge Louis E, Levinthal and Magistrate 
Morris Rothenberg, both former presidents of the Zionist Organization of 
America. During subsequent weeks a number of organizations — Hadassah, 
Independent Order Brith Abraham, Free Sons of Israel, United Synagogue of 
America, the Rabbinical Assembly of America — gave up their membership 
in the Committee. Criticism from Zionist groups and the Jewish press was 
widespread. The American Zionist Emergency Council, political executive for 
American Zionist groups, denounced the withdrawal of the American Jewish 
Committee as “a calculated attack on Jewish unity” and a disruptive factor, 
but it cautioned against exaggerating the importance of the Secession in the 
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light of what it termed the relative insignificance of the Committee in Ameri- 
can life. 

These events have brought the American Jewish Committee to internal 
reorganization. From a loose federation of participating Jewish bodies of all 
types, it plans to make itself now into a direct membership organization, and it 
will soon launch a campaign for supporters of its position. 

Spokesmen for the American Jewish Committee characterize it not so 
much anti-Zionist as anti-nationalist. The Committee endorses the idea of 


Palestine as a refuge for Jews, but does not support the program for a Jewish’ 


national state. In line with this policy, the Committee disapproves of the Bri- 
tish White Paper of 1939 and seeks its abrogation. Above all, however, it em- 
phasizes that there should be no political identification of American Jews with 
the governing of Palestine. On these grounds it criticizes the direction of cur- 
rent Zionist leadership which culminated in the Palestine Resolution at the 
American Jewish Conference. 

Describing the position of the American Jewish Committee as that of a 
“hopeless minority,” one of its leaders has emphasized the difficulties which 
face the non-Zionists in trying to combat what he described as a well-organized 
propaganda machine. The Committee plans to educate and enlighten Ameri- 
can Jews on “the real issues” involved in the future of Palestine. Its leaders 
are convinced that the great mass of the community is completely ignorant 
of the facts, and is being mislead. Even the Zionists, they insist, do not believe 
that the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine is possible and 
are consequently raising a false hope. The Committee leaders expect that, if 
this view can be made to prevail, Zionist leaders will appear so discredited in 
the eyes of American Jewry that the leadership offered by the American Jewish 
Committee will be acknowleged as the wisest. 

Other Dissenters Although many Jewish organizations at meetings and 

conventions held since the Conference closed have en- 
dorsed all the decisions reached at that assembly, there have been a few dis- 
senting voices besides that of the American Jewish Committee. The executive 
board of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, a Reform lay group, 
unanimously approved all resolutions adopted by the American Jewish Confer- 
ence except the Palestine Resolution; on this it postponed decision. The Nation- 
al Council of Jewish Women, an affiliate of the American Jewish Committee, 
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endorsed the action of its delegates who had refrained from voting on the Com- 
monwealth issue, but remained within the Conference. 

Jewish Labor An index worthy of attention is to be found in the Jewish 
Committee Labor Committee, a Socialist group whose organ, the Forward 
of New York, was the only Yiddish paper which did not bitterly denounce the 
recent anti-Zionist action of the American Jewish Committee. Delegates of the 
Jewish Labor Committee refrained from voting on the Palestine Resolution at 
the September Conference. The Committee’s leaders are traditionally anti- 
Zionist, but the organization has shifted to a non-Zionist stand because the 
Jewish Socialists have found it expedient to ally themselves with the Labor 
Zionists (Poale-Zion) on many labor issues and on matters of domestic eco- 
nomic policy. The Socialists have also been waging a bitter struggle with the 
Communists in New York City over control of the American Labor Party, and 
here they find it inexpedient to alienate the large group of Labor Zionists which 
has always constituted a major element in the right-wing coalition to which 
the Socialists belong. Should the Jewish Labor Committee nevertheless reaf- 
firm its traditional opposition to Zionism and resign from the Conference (a 
development which some observers believe possible) this would bring the most 
serious blow which the Zionists have had to face to date. 

Opposition from Dissatisfaction with political Zionism as exemplified 
Religious Groups in the American Jewish Conference has come from op- 
posite poles of Jewish religious thought. The Agudas Israel of America, an Or- 
thodox body which has long objected to political Zionism on religious grounds 
and so refused to participate in the Conference, recently denounced present- 
day Zionist leaders in the United States as assimilationists and opponents 
of genuine Orthodox Judaism. The Agudas Israel has contemplated putting 
forth a program of its own to demand that a Jewish Commonwealth be placed 
under international supervision. 

Although Zionist leadership in the United States today has the support of 
many Reform rabbis it is precisely from this branch of American Judaism that 
the principal religious opposition to the extreme Zionist program stems. In an 
address marking the opening of the academic year, Dr. Julian Morgenstern, 
president of Hebrew Union College of Cincinnati, leading Reform Jewish theo- 
logical seminary, uttered a bitter polemic against the present trends of Zionism. 
Reviewing the birth and development of Zionism, Dr. Morgenstern recounted: 
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It has run the entire gamut of modern racial nationalism from the, as 
we now see, very micdest hope of restoration of Palestine as the center of a 
new, positive and intensive Jewish cultural life, to the extreme theory of 
Jewish nationalism, practically identical with Nazist and Fascist theory, which 
holds that the bonds of Jewish racial nationalism are eternally indissoluble; 
that there can ever be only one Jewish homeland, only one land in which the 
Jew can ever feel himself completely at home; that eternally he is a member 
of the Jewish racial nation, however that term may be defined; that he resides 
among the nations, as at present, only as a temporary Sojourner, . . , 

Despite the oft-repeated, high-sounding asseverations of the beneficent 
role which a Jewish state or commonwealth in Palestine may play or will play 
in setting a happy pattern of equitable social relations for all other nations 
to emulate, the most recent formulation of which is in the bombastic perora- 
tion of the so-called Palestine resolution of the American Jewish Conference, 
the fact, incontestably established by history, still confronts us with the 
brazen truth, that the true genius and destiny of Isreal finds expression only 
in its role as a religious people. ... 

Evidence is already at hand to indicate that the Zionist issue may cause 
further dissension in the Jewish religious community. Two Reform congrega- 
tions, one in Houston and the other in Tulsa, which are dominated by rabbis 
and laymen sympathetic to anti-Zionism, have amended their by-laws so as 
to exclude from congregational offices all members who admit to being Zion- 
ists. On the other hand, in Philadelphia many members of one congregation 
walked out from a rabbi’s Yom Kippur sermon when he attacked the Ameri- 
can Jewish Conference, 
American Council The views of Dr. Morgenstern on Palestine and Zionism 
for Judaism are almost identical with the ideals expressed in the 
program put forth by the American Council for Judaism. This is a group estab- 
lished late in 1942, which exploded a bomb-shell by issuing an uncompromis- 
ingly anti-Zionist statement while the American Jewish Conference was in 
session. Deep resentment was aroused among the delegates and the action 
contributed unquestionably to the virtually unanimous passage of the Pales- 
tine Resolution. There has been criticism therefore of its timing. The Council 
insists, however, that its initiative at the moment chosen was well justified by 
the amount of publicity which resulted, serving to call the attention of the 
American public to the fact that not all American Jews were Zionist. 

The American Council for Judaism, which is headed by Lessing Rosenwald 
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of the well-known merchandising family, and Rabbi Elmer Berger of Flint, 
Michigan, has now inaugurated a vigorous campaign for membership and 
commenced publication of a semi-monthly bulletin. It is Sponsoring an ad- 
vertising campaign in the hostile Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish press. Its program 
rests upon a conviction that the basis of unity among Jews must be religion 
and that Jews should consider themselves nationals of those countries in which 
they live and those lands their homelands. It advocates a program of rehabili- 
tation and re-settlement for uprooted Jewry, in which Palestine should, con- 
tinue to play a part; but it insists that any hopeful future for the Jews in Pales- 
tine depends upon the ultimate establishment of a democratic government 
there, in which Jews, Moslems, and Christians should be justly represented. 
The Council opposes efforts to establish a Jewish State in Palestine or elsewhere 
and believes that all philosophies stressing Jewish racialism, nationalism, and 
homelessness are injurious to the Jewish interest. 

Whether this militant anti-Zionist group will meet with any broad success 
remains to be seen. The Council has established a branch in San Francisco 
and claims to have enrolled some 1,200 members throughout the United States 
during the initial months of its campaign. Although numerically small, it is 
financially strong since its supporters are to be found chiefly in the upper eco- 
nomic stratum of assimilated Jewish society. It would welcome some sort of 
merger with the American Jewish Committee, with which it shares many com- 
mon interests and some interlocking leadership, but such a union does not 
at the moment seem very probable. The Committee is inclined to question 
whether the Council does not unwisely overstate the anti-Zionist position. It ap- 
. prehends that a union might only bring to the Committee the additional ill wil! 
in the Jewish community which the Council seems to have engendered by its 


- 


belligerency. 
The Charity A possibility exists that Jewish charity agencies may be 
Agencies drawn into the maelstrom of Zionist political controversy. 


Hitherto, the important welfare organizations, such as the Joint Distribution 
Committee and the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, have 
kept clear of political entanglements. Many of the leaders of these charities, 
and many of their chief financial supporters, are inclined toward non- or anti- 
Zionism. Since they represent an influential portion of the Jewish community, 
they have resented the exclusion of their organizations from the Conference 
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last September. It is very unlikely that these agencies have any desire openly to 
align themselves with the opponents of political Zionism, but there exists some 
possibility that they may be forced to do so. At a recent meeting in New York, 
Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, chairman of the United Jewish War Effort, advocated 
supervision of the Joint Distribution Committee and other relief agencies by 
the Conference. Any attempt to enforce such supervision would undoubtedly 
meet with much opposition and become probably a boomerang against the 
Zionists. : 

The British Underlying the increased tension in American Jewish circles 
White Paper and the widening rift between the Zionists and their oppo- 
nents has been a turn toward extremism in Zionist affairs. While there has 
always been disagreement between the rival factions, based on fundamentally 
divergent points of view, there have been occasions when Zionists, non-Zionists, 
and even anti-Zionists have been able to cooperate on common Jewish issues. 
This fact inspired the American Jewish Conference. 

Zionists and non-Zionists alike are opposed to the British White Paper and 
actively seek its abrogation. The Amreican Jewish Committee, in the state- 
ment issued upon its withdrawal from the Conference, emphasized its deter- 
mined opposition to the White Paper, which (it will be remembered) closes the 
doors of Palestine to Jewish immigration after 31 March 1944. The American 
Council for Judaism has not yet publicly announced its position on the White 
Paper. However, one of its members has privately expressed a personal opinion 
which may well reflect the Council’s probable stand. He objected to the White 
Paper on the ground that anything which restricts Jewish rights anywhere 
is anti-democratic, but not because it specifically restricts the immigration of 
Jews into Palestine. 

As the date for the termination of Jewish immigration into Palestine rap- 
idly approaches, opposition to the White Paper has increased. The American 
Zionist Emergency Council, under the direction of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, has 
begun a vigorous campaign, appealing for intervention by the United States 
Government to obtain suspension of the terms of this controversial document. 
Similarly, the Zionist Organization of America sponsored a mass protest demon- 
stration in Carnegie Hall on 1 November, the twenty-sixth anniversary of the 
Balfour Declaration, at which messages of support were received from Wendell 
Willkie and Governor Thomas E. Dewey, and a resolution adopted appealing for 
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President Roosevelt’s intercession. The recent announcement of the British 
Colonial Office that those Jews entitled to enter Palestine under the terms of 
the White Paper, but prevented by circumstances of war from so doing, will 
be admitted after March 1944, is hardly regarded as a concession. 

Moderate Zion- The unity of purpose between the Zionists and their 
ists Lose Out opponents on abrogation of the White Paper does not 
’ lead to agreement over the means to be used to further this aim. Disagreement 
has been increased as a result of a shift of control in Zionist leadership away 
from the hands of the moderates into those of men more extreme who have 
made the political independence of Palestine the paramount issue of Zionism. 
At the American Jewish Conference the veteran Zionist leaders—Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise, Robert Szold, and Mrs. David de Sola Pool—were forced into secondary 
roles and the reins of control were seized by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Nahum 
Goldmann, and Louis Lipsky, who won the Conference over completely to a 
more extreme Zionist position. 

This development is not confined to the American Zionist scene alone. The 

attempted resignation recently of David Ben-Gurion as chairman of the 
executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine was part of the same trend. Ben- 
Gurion has been demanding more direct action and a militant program, in- 
cluding the creation of a Jewish Army, non-cooperation with the Palestine 
Government, and active resistance to Britain's policy of curtailing immigration. 
This latest resignation, Ben-Gurion’s third since the beginning of the war and, 
like the others, rejected, appears to be a direct challenge to the more moderate 
leadership of Dr. Chaim Weizmann for the control of Zionist policies. 
The Revisionists Ben-Gurion’s current position has led to frequent rumors 
that he may join forces with the most extreme wing of the Zionist movement 
represented by the New Zionist Organization, commonly known as the Revision- 
ists. This group, founded by the late Viadimir Jabotinsky, has steadfastly de- 
manded the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine, to which it insists 
the Transjordan should be joined. The Revisionists have remained outside of 
the World Zionist Organization, have refused all cooperation with other 
Zionist groups. Their American adherents would not participate in the recent 
American Jewish Conference. 

Numerically weak, with no more than several hundred supporters in the 
United States the New Zionist Organization has during the past few years 
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been vociferous out of all proportion to its actual strength. Its activities in this 
country are being directed by a delegation of Palestinians, headed by Peter 
Bergson and including Eri Jabotinsky, son of Vladimir, and Alexander Hadani. 
By setting up a number of committees and frequently placing in the American 
press full page advertisements, the Revisionists have kept their activities in 
the public eye and before American legislators from whom they have won en- 
dorsements. The Committee for a Jewish Army of Stateless and Palestinian 
Jews, the Emergency Committee to save the Jewish People of Europe, the 
American Resettlement Committee for Uprooted Jewry, and a newest venture, 
the American Legion for a Free Palestine which seeks as members 1,009,000 Jews 
and non-Jews—all of these groups through interlocking leadership are Revi- 
Sionist-sponsored and are connected with the New Zionist Organization. Funds 
for their vigorous propaganda campaign have come from a few rich backers, 
including, it is believed, a number of anti-British Gentiles. Their advertise- 
ments, which invariably carry a fund-soliciting coupon, are thought to be 
self-sustaining. 

While the general trend of Zionist political policy as manifested at the 
American Jewish Conference has now become almost indistinguishable from 
the demands of the Revisionists, the latter maintain independence of action. 
Zionist circles in the United States have mildly criticized the publicity tactics 
of the Revisionists, but they have done little to attempt to control them. It is 
believed, however, that the most recent activities of this group may cause a 


change in the official Zionist policy toward it. A pilgrimage, sponsored by the | 


Revisionists, of some 500 Orthodox rabbis to Washington on 7 October to 
petition the President and Congress to rescue the Jews of Europe was viewed 
with misgiving in many Zionist circles. The recent action of the Emergency 
Committee to Save the Jews of Europe in sponsoring a Joint Resolution in 
Congress which calls for the creation of a special commission to plan the rescue 
of the Jews of Europe has finally brought the matter to a head. The American 
Jewish Conference is now considering some action to indicate to the public that 
these Revisionist-controlled committees represent only a small group of people 
and are not authorized to speak for American Jewry. 
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Subject: Dr. Fadhil Jamali, Longtime Counsellor- 
Designate of Iraqi Legation at Viashington, 
Begins Series of Anti-Zionist Articles 
in Buj,idad Press. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that Dr. Fadhil Janali, 
Americun-educated longtine Counsellor-designute of the 
Iraqi Legation at Washington, has begun (under the 
pen-nume of Ibn al-Irag - Son of Iraq) publication 
of a series of anti~Zionist urticles, of which the 
first, entitled "Arab Democracy und the Lies of Poli- 
tical Zionists in the United States of America", 
appearing in Az-Zaman of Bayhdad on December 1, 1943, 
is forwarded herewith in translation. 


Doctor Janali's uppointment to Washinyton was 
made alost u year ago, apparently with the purpose of 
getting him out of the country, but for various reasons 
he hus been able to deluy his departure from Bughdad, 
ever hoping thut he may procure again his former 
position as Director General of Education, from which 
he was ousted in a purge of anti-British Iraqi officials 
in the Ministry of Education. Latterly Doctor Jamali 
has been functioning as an interim official of the 
Mlnistry for Foreign Affairs, reading there the volu- 
jainous assortments of Zionist material which the 
Legation ut Washington sends the Ministry, and he 
has based his present article on the contents of 
those articles. 


Although he has not yet resigned his post as 
Counsellor-designate of the Iraqi Legation at Washington, 
Doctor Jemali states frankly that he has no intention 
of proceeding to the United States unless he can 
take his wife and three sons with him by air. ‘The 
Departuwent is aware that this is impossible, and a 
termination of Dootor Jamali's designation to Washington 
can therefore be expected. 


Respectfully yours, 


Yo. Loy W. Henderson 


File no. 800 
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Enclosure: 
Translution of editorial, 
as stated, 
To the Depurtment in ozulid. 
Copies to: 


Americun Legation, Cairo. 
American Legation, Beirut. 


American Consulate General, Jerusalen, 
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“nelosure to despatch No. 29 of wecenber 4, 1943 fron 
AMerican Legation at Baghdad, Iraq. 


PRA LATION 


ARAB DIVICGRACY anh Tn: Lis OF POLITIC aL SLONIS Ts 


Ui THE UNITED St.Tss OF mimic, 
a OF ARICA 

True democratic life cannot stand nor rest except 
On the basis of comblete frankness and the Presentation 
Of all the facts. 


dni following dionist writings we felt that the 
democratic and human duty calls us to present to Arad 
readers in jorticular and people of the lnitea Nations 
in general the falsifications of truth exploited by 
Many cionist writers in their aggressive Ppropagunda 
against the arabs in Slonist writings. Je do this to 
Clarify the truth without which the new democratio 


Before entering the discussion we wish to declare 
that we distinguish clearly between vews and Zionists 


Jews who are not political “ionists are our brothers in 
humanity; arab vews Sré our brothers in nationalism. (We 
acknowledge with Gratitude the gsond done by our brother 
Jews who lived and Still live with the arab nation and 
who have becone an inseparable part of the «rab body. 
These shared our intellectual, cultural, social, and 
Political lire in the various epochs of history. These 
are our brethren. ‘They are 4trabs like ourselves, They 
have what we have, and bear what we bear. We likewise 


Only a spiritual symbol to the Jews of the world , without 
bolitical ambitions and without aceressive thought tovards 
the legal people and Owners of Palestine, 


4t is of those who Carry on wrongful propaganda 
against the ,jrabic nation, the political 4lonists who 
enjoy the free atnosphere of the denocratic countries, 
especial + the U.S.A., that we wish to speak, pointing. 
Out some of their falsifications of truth and lies, serving 
truth upon which the denocrutic principle must reste. 7 

“OSt Sionist books, Magazines, and newspapers from 
the last vorld viar up to date have not been without some 
bad propaganda against the srabs and «pab nationalism, and 
that is in order to justify the aguressive political 
Zlonist movement and to attack the defensive arabio point. 
Of view. ‘his Propnganda takes dif ferent Shapes in various 
Circus tances and conditions. ie used to read and still do. 
read about "Arab backwardness", "Arab ignorance", "Arab 
poverty", “Arab barbarism and blood thirstiness", and such 
slogans. ve have read and still read of "the absence or 
any protest on the part of the masses of the Arabs against 
the 4ionist colonization of Palestine" and that “rabio 
resistance is nothing but “an effendi movenent", a "feudale 
lord movement", and “aristocratic movenent’, and "arab 


nationalism has no existence in the world of reality and \, 


it 


it is nothing but a tool of self-secking effendis". 

These and similar epithets and tulse propaganda recurred 

in many 4ionist writings until the beginning of this war 

accomMing to the circumstances, as we said, and according 
to the purpose of the vriter. 


But Jionist propaganda, especically in Amrica, found 
anew string to play on since the beginning of this war. 
This string is Naziism and Fascism. ‘There is nothing 
é¢asier than attaching the stigma of Naziism and Fascism 
to somecy™” whom you don't like or to whom you intend to 
do harite “what is what the 4ionists began to doe All the 
Arabic countries in their eyes are lazis. Arabic goverme= 
ments, parliauents, kings, and peoples are all Nazis. 

‘hey are all fifth columnists. ‘here is no one in the 
Near «ust who is loyal to the democracies and democratic 
principles except the dionist politicians. These are 
only some of the outlines of many chapters and articles 

in books and magazines which we came across during this 
war, some of which are published in lngland but the greater 
bulk in U.S.A. The last thing we came across of this 
sort is the "Zionews" magazine published in U.f.A. This 
magazine published in its issue of «ay, 1943, an article 
entitled, "The Frozen Fifth Colum in the Near Mast", by 
Dre Steiner. The writer briefly describes the Arab 
population of Palestine as fifth columbists long before 
the -anich vVonference, and says that Iraq, its government, 
parliament, and people, are Nazis; that the Iraqi govem- 
ment did not carry out the death sentences passed on those 
condemned to death for their complioity in the ilay 1941 
incident; that Holt. the sing of Lgypt, his government and 
people, are Yascists ond Nazis; that Heli. King Abdul Aziz 
ibn Saud took a cautious attitude ta ard the democracie 8; 
that Hell. imam Yahya has +talian tendencies which he hides 
now; that Syria is full of Nazis and fifth Colummists; and 
similar lies and falsehoods which have no foundation or 
shade of truth. 


These and similar allegations form the Jionist pro- 
paganda in America, the land of liberty and democracy. Is 
it anything different from Nazi and Fascist propaganda? 
If Goebbels were a Zionist, would he falsify the truth and 
the position of the Arab nation more than this falsification? 


bo the readers of this Nazi-ionist propaganda know 
that the “rabs are by their nature democrats and freedom 
lovers? Do they know that in the Arabic countries both the 
old and the young sand and still sing the principles of 
President ‘filson, and that they all today heartily and 
bodily embrace the principles of the Atlantio Charter and 
the wour freedoms? vo they know the cE ar truth that the 
Holy soran and the pure religion of Islan both call for 
consultation in government and for the practise of true 
democratic principles. bo this writer and others like 
him offer anything but obvious lies? 


Undoubtedly, political Zionist propaganda is a danger 
to democracy wherever it is found. It is a danger in 
America and to american democracy forthe following reasons: 


1) Political ionists have a great many means of 
propaganda in their hands. io other propaganda can approach 


it, 
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it, least of s11 Arabic propaganda. 


#2) Zionist propaganda enjoys a great liberty and 
misuses this liberty in the land of liberty. It 
publishes lies and falsifications of truth without 
deterrent. 


3) 2olitical wzionism is highly organized in sre rica 
and is greatly supported by money and influence. 


4) 2olitical sionism exploited the sympethy of the 
free world for the poor Jews, who suffered at the hands 
of Hitler and his colleagues all sorts of m rsecution 
and extermination for their aggressive political enbitions 
in arab Jands. 


5) some american leaders in the governmental, 
economic, and academic fields are Zionist politicians. 


Yor these anu oter reasons the truth iayv be conceale d 
from the sight of the noble -suerican m tion and some great 
American personalities have becn Lufluenced by the false 
Zionist propaganda. we declare and aver that no matter what 
the «rabs do and no matte: how much they exert themselves, 
they cannot overcome political dionist propranda in p~mericae 
All we hope is that the Americans themselves may become 
zcalous for truth, especially those of them who know the 
Arabs and the irnbic world at first hand, whether these be 
men of politics, culture, religion, or press correspondents. 
These should reveal the truth to the noble American public 
and fight the misleading Zionist propaganda. It is through 
this and this alone that we hope that ane rica, the mother 
of libcrty and the arsenal of democracy, could sateguard 
itself against the misleading Zionst propaganda which is 
one of the greatest enemies of peace and democracy in the 
world. 


Ibn al-Iraq (Son of Iraq). 


